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Saddam: Evil forces behind sanctions 

BAGHDAD (R) — President Saddam Hussein, re-elected leader 
of the ruling Baatb Party, accused "forces of evil" for maintaining 
crippling sanctions on Iraq,- the Iraqi News Agency (IN A) said on 
Sunday. “In his address he (Saddam) tackled the harsh conditions 
from which the Iraqi people suffer as a result of the unfair embargo 
which the forces of evil and rancour insist to maintian.” INA said 
Rafter President Saddam’s re-election at a two-day party confcr- 
f ■ ences. INA said President Saddam made the remarks in a 
three-hour address to the conference, which ended on Sunday. It 
said all senior Baaita officials retained their posts bur President 
Saddam rejected a motion to name him party chief for life. The 
^arty conference, the second since the end of the 1991 Gulf war, 
elected 16 members for the party's regional command, the highest 
authority in Iraq after the Revolutionary Command Council 
(RCC). Izzat Ibrahim, RGC vice-chairman, kept his position as 
President Saddam's deputy in the Baath Party leadership. Taha 
Yassin Ramadan, vice-president and RCC member, also retained 
a scat in party leadership as did Tareq Aziz. 
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IAEA satisfied with Iraq monitoring 

BAGHDAD (R) — The International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) now has three experts based in Iraq monitoring some ISO 
sites to prevent Baghdad reviving nuclear plans, a senior IAEA 
official said on Sunday. Maurizio Ziffercro. IAEA’s deputy 
director, also said at the end of a visit his agency considered 
reports which alleged Iraq was pursuing a clandestine audear 
programme by building computer models had received too much 
attention. “I think this matter attracted too much attention. Let us 
say that we are satisfied this issue is not important," Mr. ZiTferero 
told Reuters at the end of several days of high-level talks with hj' 
Iraqi counterparts. “The long-term monitoring is fully establishei 
and running," be added, saying IAEA officials had free access tc 
cany out spot checks. The U.N. official responsible for disman- 
tling Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction, Rolf Ekeus. had already 
given Iraq a dean bill of health on nudear weapons, but he says 
doubts remain over Baghdad attempts to build biological weapons, 
and in particular what happened to large quantities of "growth 
media” Iraq imported before the Gulf war. 
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Jewish women 
delegation in 
Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minist ry 
of Information Secretary 
General Nayef Mawla Sun- 
day received a Jewish delega- 
tion representing the Con- 
servative Jewish Women in 
the United States, and re- 
viewed with them Jordan’s 
pivotal role in the Middle 
East peace process and its 
genuine interest in achieving 
a comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the region. Addres- 
sing the delegation, Mr. 
Mawla said Jordan is heading 
towards budding democratic- 
life in which people take part 
in the decision-making pro- 
cess and where people are 
able to elect their representa- 
tives in Parliament. Mr. 
Mawla cited the issuance of 
rive dailies, seven weeklies 
and 17 party newspapers as a 
live example of the freedom 
of opinion and expression, 
which is guaranteed by the 
Constitution. Referring to 
the women's status in Jordan, 
Mr. Mawla said women em- 
ployees account for 16 per 
cent of the total labour force 
in Jordan. The Jewish 
Women Federation in the 
United States includes 1,500 
women and 700 local groups 
from North America, Israel 
and England. 

Olmert presses push 
on Orient House 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — In its latest move 
against Jerusalem’s Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) headquarters, the 
municipality on Sunday 
ordered an unlicensed trailer 
on the grounds to be re- 
moved or demolished within 
30 days. Jerusalem's hawkish 
mayor, Ehud Olmert, has 
said he would . use all legal 
means to prevent PLO poli- 
tical activity in the city. He 
was especially angry after the 
Palestinians, in a show of 
independence, last month re- 
vived a city council that ran 
East Jerusalem until 1967. In 
response, the mayor 
Jireatened to seek a court 
order to shut down the 
Orient House unless its own- 
ers applied to the Olmert 
administration to have a zon- 
ing permit changed from 
hotel to office use. Such an 
application would imply that 
the FLO officials recognised 
Israeli sovereignty in the city, 
Mr. Olmert said at the time. 
On Sunday, building inspec- 
tors delivered a written warn- 
ing to the Orient House, 
saying the trailer ou the 
grounds would have to be 
removed or demolished with- 
in a month, said a spokes- 
woman. 

‘Syrian Jews smuggled 
oldest Bible’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Jews 
from Syria have secretly car- 
ried what is reputed to be the 
world’s oldest Bible back to 
Israel page by page, ending a 
1,000-year odyssey, a news- 
paper reported Sunday. Writ- 
ten on parchment, the Old 
Testament, or tanakh in Heb- 
rew, was taken from Jeru- 
salem by the Turks in 2071 
and taken to Egypt. It was 
kept in the Cairo synagogue 
until the 14th century when 
descendants of Maimonides 
transferred it to the northern 
Syrian city of Aleppo. The 
great scholar, who died in 
1204, is said ro have used the 
book as the baas for his 
rabbinical decrees which are 
still observed today. “The 
Crown of Aleppo,” as. it 
came to be called, was 
jealously guarded by genera- 
tion after generation, who 
even refused to let Jews from 
outside the local community 
see the book. The Yediot 
Aharonot daily said many of 
the pages bear the inscription 
“Blessed be he who preserves 
this, a curse upon be who 
sells this, a curse upon be 
who steals this.” 

Israelis dismantle 
bomb in Gaza 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
troops defused a large bomb 
on Sunday placed near a Jew- 
„ jsh settlement in the Gaza 
J Strip, security sources and 
settlers said. It was the 
second bomb in a week to 
target Israeli settlements in 
Gaza. 


Israel, PLO race to 
meet deal deadline 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), racing to seal 
a deal to widen Palestinian 
self-rule, prepared on Sunday 
to take their talks out of the 
Middle East spotlight — 
probably to Italy. 

Officials dose to the talks 
said they would likely move 
to Italy on- Wednesday or 
Thursday after both Israelis 
and Palestinians met U.S. 
Middle East peace envoy De- 
nnis Ross, due in the region 
on Monday. 

Mr. Ross would discuss 
arranging for a signing cere- 
mony in Washington, prob- 
ably the first week of August, 
they said. 

The two rides are trying to 
nail down an accord on ex- 
panding Palestinian self-rule 
beyond Gaza and Jericho to 
more of the West Bank. 

The officials disclosed it 
would be at least the third 
time talks would tak* place in 
Italy. Palestinian officials 
said they expected the new 
talks would take place not in 
Rome but at a scheduled 
place away from external 
pressures. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yosri Sarid, asked if Italy 
was the venue, said: “Prob- 
ably. Italy is a nice place.” 

Mr. Sarid, also a peace 


negotiator, and PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat both said 
the sides still aimed to meet 
the latest accord deadline — 
July 25 — which they set last 
week. 

“We hope on the 25th of 
July we will have an agree- 
ment," Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters in Gaza," Mr. Sarid 
said. “It will be difficult but 
possible.” - 

A Palestinian minister said 
Sunday the PLO and Israel 
might miss the July 25 dead- 
line. 

Natal Shaath, minister of 
planning and international 
cooperation in the Palestine 
National Authority, said the 
next stage of the 1993 Oslo 
agreement could not be im- 
plemented unless Israel freed 
Palestinian prisoners or 
agreed to a timetable for 
their release. 

The Israelis released some 
4,500 Arab prisoners as a 
goodwill gesture after the 
Oslo accord was signed. But 
Israel still holds as many as 
5,500, about half of the- 
anested since the 1993 agre. 
ment. 

In an interview with the 
Arabic-language Ai Rayah 
newspaper of Qatar, Dr. 
Shaath reiterated the Palesti- 
nian demand that Arab East 
Jerusalem - should be the 
capital of the independent 


stare the Palestinians seek. 

Dr. Shaath said that nor- 
malising economic relations 
between Israel and the Arab 
countries should be preceded 
by real progress in the 
Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions, opening the way for a 
final settlement of the 
Palestinian problem. 

Israeli chief negotiator Uri 
-Savir was due to have met his 
Palestinian counterpart 
Ahmad Qouriea, also known 
as Abu Alaa, on Sunday. But 
Abu Alaa was abroad. 

The two rides must ham- 
mer out security issues, espe- 
cially in rural areas. They 
must also agree on security 
arrangements for Hebron 
where_400 Jewish settlers live 
among 1 100,900 -Palestinians. 

"There are still a few prob- 
lems — jurisdiction, sharing 
of responsibility in the rural 
area, Hebron city. So there 
are still many problems to 
solve," Mr. Savir told repor- 
ters. 

Tire rides also have yet to 
agree on a date for Palesti- 
nian elections or on bow 
many people may serve on 
the Palestinian council. Dis- 
agreement remains on 
whether Jerusalem- Palesti- 
nians may vote in the Holy 
City or stand for elections. 

(Continued — pace 7) 


Israeli dart shell kills 2 
girls in South Lebanon 


NAfiATTYEH (Agencies) — 
Two sisters we re ki lled, and 
five other people were 
wounded when an Israeli 
shell packed with 
internationally-banned metal 
darts hit a house in South 
Lebanon during a night-time 
■ bombardment, police sources 
reported Sunday. 

They said the shell fired by 
a tank in the Israeli-occupied 
sector along the border was 
an anti-personnel flechette 
munition. It scatters hun- 
dreds of nail-size darts in all 
directions when it explodes. 

It was the second time this 
year that the Israelis have 
used this type <tf weapon, 
designed to inflict a large 
number of casualties, the 
police souces said. 

The casualties raised the 
toll so far this year m South 
Lebanon, the last active war- 
front in the Arab-Israeii con- 
flict, to 103 killed and 244 
wounded. 

It was not clear what pro- 
voked the Israeli bombard- 
ment. But in recent weeks, 
guerrillas of Hizbollah have 
intensified their attacks on 
the Israelis and their militia 
allies in the occupied enclave. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin criticised the 
army Sunday for the shelling 
and said the tank fire that 
killed the sisters was unneces- 


sary, Israel Radio reported. 

Mr. Rabin made Jits re- 
marks during the weekly 
cabinet session, the radio 
said. 

Last month, Mr. Rabin 
lashed out at bract’s militia 
allies in the so-called “secur- 
ity zone,” the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), for firing at 
civilian targets. 

Reports said Israeli author- 
ities there advised residents 
in northern Israel to gp into 
bomb shelters, apparently to 
guard against a retaliatory 
Hizbollah rocket attack. 

The two sisters were killed 
as they ate dinner on their 
balcony, police said. 

Four other children on the 
terrace were wounded and 
one was critically hurt with 
steel nails in his head, police 
said. A Lebanese army 
sergeant was also wounded 
nearby. 

U.N. officials say the dart 
shells, packed with 3.75 nails, 
are banned by international 
convention on warfare. The 
U.N. has previously pro- 
tested to the Israelis against 
their use in Lebanon. 

In another incident, an 
Israeli gunboat seized two 
fishermen and their boat near 
the southern port of Tyre, 
police said. The gunboat 
fired machinegun bursts at 
other fishing boats, hitting 


Rockets hit ^ 
Galilee area 

KATYUSHA ROCKETS 
hit northern Israel from 
Lebanon on Sunday, pro- 
voking an artillery barrage 
by Israeli forces as the cir- 
cle of deadly violence esca- 
lated, military officials 
said. 

The rockets, which 
caused neither casualties 
- nor damage were fired in 
reprisal for Israeli shelling 
which killed two Lebanese 
teenagers and wounded 
five' more late Saturday. 

A small fire which broke 
out in one of the fields was 
quickly extinguished. 

The officials did not say 
how many salvoes were 
fired. 

The rockets exploded in 
fields in open countryside 
at two locations near the 
border in western and 
northern Galilee. Hizbol- 
lah claimed the attack over 
its radio the Voice of Islam. 

one but causing no injuries, 
they said. 

Israeli gunboats have im- 
posed a fishing blockade off 
south Lebanon for six 

(Conti— ed — page 7) 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
The new ruler of Qatar, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani, has expressed his 
full support for U.N. resolu- 
tions on Iraq though he said it 
was a “mistake” to ignore the 
hardships of the Iraqi people. 

In an interview with the 
BBC World Service TV Ara- 
bic language service — his 
first since deposing his father 
in a bloodless coup on June 
27 — Sheikh Hamad said 
Iraq was “the main obstacle” 
on the road to Arab recon- 
ciliation and unity. 

“The state of affairs in Iraq 
— I think this is the main 
obstacle,” the emir said. 

“We here in Qatar fully 
backed the U.N. resolutions 
and are dear about this,” be 
said, referring to U.N. sanc- 
tions to punish Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990 and make it disarm after 
being driven out. 

“But as far as the suffering 
of the Iraqi people — and 
you know that there is blood 
relations between the people 


of Iraq and the people of the 
Arab Gulf states — I believe 
that it is a mistake to ignore 
the Iraqi people or leave 
them in this situation.” 
“After the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, the Arab World was 
split apart. Healing die rift is 
not that easy but ignoring it is 
not in the interest of the Arab 
World,” the emir said. 

“I do not believe that there 
are any genuine efforts to 
heal the rift,” he added, call- 
ing the present time “the 
hardest period that the Arab 
World has ever faced.” 

"I believe that certain 
Arab leaders who have an 
history of presenting initia- 
tives should use the. aegis. of 
the Arab League and put 
forward a binding decision 
that would return some unity 
of the Arab World,” he said. 

Sheikh Hamad said he 
would try to resolve Qatar's 
border conflicts with Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. 

“It is not easy to repair the 
damage done by the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait but to 


ignore it is not in the interest 
of the Arab Nation,” he said. 

He said he bad the “sincere 
intention” of resolving a dis- 
pute with Riyadh over a bor- 
der region which caused 
dashes in 1992. Saudi Arabia 
recognised Sheikh Hamad 
shortly after the palace coup. 

He ' also indicated that 
Qatar was considering with- 
drawing a complaint against 
Bahrain before the world 
Court. The two countries are 
embroiled in a dispute of the 
Huwar Islands lying between 
them in the Gulf. 

On the Middle East peace 
process and Qatar's moves 
over the past two years to- 
wards. normalising ties with 
Israel, Sheikh Hamad said 
Qatar had played a role 
though not a prominent one 
in the process. 

“As for the peace process, 
1 believe that after die Mad- 
rid conference where all the 
Arab countries were repre- 
sented, we in Qatar have 

(C— timed on page 7) 


Suffering of Iraqis should not 
be ignored — Sheikh Hamad 



His Royal IBghoea Crown Prince Hwm on 
Sunday attends a graduation ce remony of 


students from the mflftary wing of Muta 
University (Armed Forces photo) 


Regent urges new officers to 
boost role of Armed Forces 


MUTA (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, on Sunday 
attended the graduation of 
the eighth batch of students 
from the military wing of 
Muta University and urged 
the new officers -to- help 
strengthen the role of the 
Jonkuiian Armed Forces. 

The Regent said that the 
-Armed Forces had a pivotal 
role to play in invigorating 
the Kingdom's message at the 
Arab, Islamic, regional and 
international levels besides 
protecting the country’s 
achievements. 

“You have, .to serve as a 
shield for die nation atn time 
when the Armed Forces role 
ts-growing in importance bas- 
ing your actions on the con- 
cept of right is might and not 
vice versa,” said the Regent. 

The Crown Prince said that 
there was a growing rela- 
tionship between the concept 
of homeland and building 


democracy and therefore 
there was a need for a dear 
and practical course of action 
to address national issues and 
to work out a programme for 
solving questions like unem- 
ployment and poveity which 
are plaguing almost all con- 
temporary societies around 
the world. 

“You are also called on to 
enhance the spirit of national 
belonging and this should be 
clearly reflected in your 
work, and I call on you to be 
keen in the search for more 
knowledge, remembering 
that the world is passing 
through a stage where there 
is no room for anyone except 
those who are armed with 
knowledge,” he said. 

Jordan, the Prince added, 
has always been open to va- 
rious world cultures and 
working for the future not 
afraid over the Arab Nation's 
fate because the Arab Nation 
has always been unique in 


foiling all invaders. 

“We take pride of our 
achievements and we are de- 
termined to build on these 
achievements, and, there- 
fore, Jordan is in need of the 
efforts of its citizens and in 
need of all their potentials 
with which we can achieve 
miracles,” he added. 

Congratulating the gradu- 
ates on their success in their 
courses, the Crown Prince 
urged the officers to serve as 
soldiers of truth and right and 
to base their work and en- 
deavours on high morals and 
to seek justice. 

Also on Sunday, the Re- 
gent inaugurated the new 
premises of the Prince Zeid 
Ben Al Hussein Brigade and 
delivered a short address on 
the occasion pointing out the 
Armed Forces' role in the 
country’s development and 


(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti 
planning 
Saudi visit 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Kanin Kabariti is 
expected to visit'Saudi Ara- 
bia in an effort to further 
Jordanian-Saudi reconcilia- 
tion this month shortly after 
his return from the U.S., 
where he is on a private visit, 
a published report said Sun- 
day. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the report, 
carried by the Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily. Foreign Ministry 
sources said the minister was 
planning a visit to Riyadh but 
that they did not have precise 
details of how it was being 
arranged. 

“There had been intense 
contacts between the minister 
and his counterparts from the 
Gulf states, and it seems that 
the visit to Saudi Arabia is 
being arranged while the 
minister is in the U.S,,” said 
a ministry source. The source 
noted that under protocol 
such a visit would come only 
in response to an official 
Saudi invitation. 

According to the A I Ra'i 
report, Mr. Kabariti, who is 
known to be keen to pursue 
efforts to improve relations 
with Saudi Arabia and all 
ocher Arab states, will fix a 
date for the visit immediately 
after he returns home from 
the U.S. The probable date is 
July 15, it said. 

If and when the visit takes 
place it will be the first by a 
Jordanian foreign minister to 
Saudi Arabia after Amman- 
Riyadh relations were 
strained over what the Saudis 
perceived as Jordan's support 
for Iraq in the Gulf crisis. 

Relations have improved 
since although a summit be- 
tween His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia has yet to take place. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria rejects Israeli early-warning stations 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Syria 
rejects the idea of Israeli 
early-warning stations in its 
territory and also has reserva- 
tions about aerial surveill- 
ance, Information Minister 
Mohammad Salman said in 
an interview published on 
Sunday. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said on Friday 
that Israeli troops must man 
early-warning stations in the 
Golan Heights even after it is 
returned to Syria. 

Israeli President EzerWeiz- 
man urged his Syrian coun- 
terpart Hafez Al A*. sad on 
Sunday to show readiness for 
peace by meeting with Mr. 
Rabin. 

“He must meet., with Mr. 
Rabin," Mr. Weizman said. 
“If he thinks it dishonourable 
and unpleasant, then there is 
a problem.” 


“President Assad must 
show more readiness, more 
understanding,” Mr. Weiz- 
man added. “If he will sit 
there forever in his chair, 
drinking coffee and waiting 
for people to come to him, at 
some stage they will stop 
coming." 

Israel has a standing re- 
quest to raise the level of 
talks with Syria and would 
view a Rabin-Assad summit 
as proof the Syrians are sin- 
cere in their effort to reach a 
peace agreement. 

Israel and Syria resumed 
talks over security arrange- 
ments on the Golan Heights 
last month. Syria wants Israel 
to return the entire strategic 
plateau, seized in the 1967 
Mideast war. 

Israel has said it is willing 
to pull back on the Golan but 
refuses to say how far. 


Mr. Salman, in the inter- 
view with the Egyptian 
opposition daily Al Wafd, did 
not bring up the question of 
Israeli troops on the Golan 
but said the stations them- 
selves were unacceptable. 

“Israeli warning stations 
on Syrian territory mean ibis 
territory would seem not to 
be under Syrian sovereignty, 
in other words they would 
infringe Syrian sovereignty 
and Syria cannot accept any 
infringement of its sovereign- 
ty.” he said. 

The stations would be pro- 
vocative rather than reassur- 
ing, and a better guarantee of 
peace would be to have 
guarantor powers such as the 
sponsor of the Middle East 
peace process — the United 
States, he added. 

Asked about the alterna- 


tive option of aerial surveill- 
ance of Syrian territory, he 
said: "These are the methods 
Israel has always adopted in 
the past and by which it 
claims that the Arab side is to 
blame for the tension and 
wars in the region." 

After talks in Washington 
between the Syrian and 
Israeli chiefs of staff last 
month, Israeli officials said 
the two sides were agreed in 
principle that early warning 
systems and demilitarised 
and limited deployment 
zones would be needed. 

An official in Washington, 
who asked not be identified, 
said Syria was ready to accept 
early warning from the air. 
But. asked about the Israeli 
demand for ground stations, 
the official said: “They (the 
Syrians) don't like them.” 


Serbs hold 20 Dutch 
soldiers in new twist 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs held 20 Dutch 
peacekeepers on Sunday as 
Serb forces continued to adv- 
ance into the Srebrenica en- 
clave with infantry and tanks, 
U.N. officials said. 

The last five to be de- 
tained, those whereabouts is 
not known, were taken by the 
Serbs Sunday afternoon as 
they overran a U.N. observa- 
tion post lying along the 
southern fringe of the en- 
clave, a U.N. spokesman 
said. 

Three other posts in the 
same area where the Serbs 
have concentrated their 
attack on the government- 
held enclave in eastern Bos- 
nia ended up in Seib hands 
on Saturday in similar cir- 
cumstances. 

A total of 15 Dutch U.N. 
soldiers from two of these 
posts are in a Serb-held town 
10 kilometres north of Sreb- 
renica. Eight Dutch troopers 
who had refused to surrender 
to the Serbs on Saturday 
were taken to Bratunac Sun- 
day afternoon, U.N. spokes- 
man Rida Ettas bany said. 

“They had been sur- 


rounded (by the Serbs), and 
refused to surrender. Nego- 
tiations went on presumably, 
we do not have reports of 
them being attacked, and 
they agreed to go with the 
Serbs,” Mr. Ettasbany said. 

The peacekeepers at 
another nearby observation 
post withdrew into the en- 
clave Sunday afternoon, a 
U.N. dvu.ee said. 

Chief spokesman at U.N. 
headquarters in Zagreb, Phi- 
lip Arnold said the status of 
the men kept in Bratunac was 
unclear but described them as 
being “temporarily de- 
tained.” 

However, another U.N. 
official who asked not to be 
named said: ’To all intents 
and purposes these men are 
prisoners.” 

“The Bosnian Serbs are 
calling them prisoners of war, 
we would not call them pris- 
oners but they were taken 
away by Bosnian Serb fortes 
to Bratunac,” the official 
said. 

The enclave where some 
44,000 people are besieged 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turkish assault in 
N. Iraq is still on 


CUKURCA (Agencies) — 
The death toll creeped up as 
Turkish troops continued a 
renewed offensive against re- 
bel Kurds in northern Iraq, a 
Turkish commander said 
here Sunday. 

General Osman 
Pamaukoglu, who commands 
the Cukurca garrison in 
south-eastern Turkey near 
the Iraqi border, told repor- 
ters 110 “terrorists” had been 
killed since the incursion was 
launched on Wednesday. 

“Six hundred more are sur- 
rounded in an area 70 
kilometres wide and 40 
kilometres long in Iraqi terri- 
tory,” he said. 

“The operation is still con- 
tinuing. It will end in several 
days when our troops are in 
control of the target area.” 

Some 3.000 soldiers were 
involved in the operation, he 
said, which consisted of fre- 
quent incursions m and out of 
Iraqi territory to strike at 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
rebels. 

An Iraqi Kurd group, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), said the operation 


had forced 2,500 people to 
leave their homes abandon- 
ing IS villages, a claim denied 
by the Turkish authorities. 

But a U.N. offiical in the 
Iraqi capital Baghdad said 
the offensive had triggered an 
exodus of 700 Kurdish fami- 
lies. 

“Seven hundred families 
have had to leave their homes 
and seek refuge with relatives 
and friends away from the 
fighting,” said Mohammad 
Zejjari, who coordinates 
humanitarian operations In 
Baghdad. 

The operation has been 
strongly criticised by the 
Arab League in Cairo which 
described it as a “clear viola- 
tion of Arab national 
sovereignty." 

In a statement, the Arab 
League said the offensive 
“defied the letter and princi- 
ple of international law" and 
called on Turkey to im- 
mediately withdraw its 
troops. 

Officials of the emergency 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel sees beginning 
an end to occupation 




CUPIED JERUSALEM 
FP) — Israel is predicting 
t an impending agreement 
_ spread Palestinian self-rule 
J%ross the West Bank will 
.signal the end of occupation 
of Palestinian territories. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). with bare- 
2?‘ly a foothold on the West 
3* Bank and control of just two- 
thirds of the Gaza Strip, may 
Sgi.bcg to differ. 

But senior Israeli ministers 
§Sd>elieve such optimism is not 
—^premature. 28 years after the 
fetjcapmre of the territories and 
ffeffast Jerusalem. 
j&F "It’s the beginning of the 
3g*end not only of occupation 
Sr. but also of the idea of eretz 
^(greater) Israel," Foreign 
^Minister Shimon Peres told 
reporters. 

"This government is deter- 
mined to change the rules of 
“ the game which have been in 
■-•force since the 1967 war.” 

The PLO and Israel have 
set a July 25 deadline to wiap 
■up the’ deal to redeploy 
troops outside Palestinian 
zreas. hand over dvilian 
powers to the authority and 
. .. hold autonomy elections, and 
- will hold negotiations this 
"week. 

“The agreement means the 
era of occupation is over." 
."’.said Housing Minister 
•'■‘‘jB inyam in Ben Eliezer. a for- 
: ■ mer West Bank army com- 
mander. 

Inafirstphaseofredeploy- 

. ment. Israeli forces are to 
quit the towns of Kalkilya. 
Jenin, Nablus and Tulkarem. 
The entire pull-back is due to 
be completed by mid-1997 in 
,;he Israeli project. 

. "Once you leave these 
" '.cities there is no going back. 

1 ’It’s over." Mr. Ben Eliezer 
said. 

"\v e should not be afraid 
i)f a Palestinian state along- 
side Israel, on condition that 
’’•'it is based on the principle of 
peaceful coexistence. 

“If we succeed it will be a 
b:-Historic change. If we fail we 
..•ji-ill pay heavily. 


Nonetheless. Mr. Peres re- 
portedly warned the cabinet 
that the Palestinians were 
likely to be disappointed, as 
Israel plans to give them con- 
trol over only 18 per cent of 
the West Bank. 

In another indication of the 
ambiguity of the time, an 
Israeli minister who is tradi- 
tionally considered a moder- 
ate urged the government to 
annex de facto parts of the 
West Bank. 

“We must immediately 
spread Israeli legislation to 
the zones which in any event 
will remain under our con- 
trol." Justice Minister David 
Liboi said. 

He gave the example of 
Maale Adumim, the biggest 
Jewish settlement with a 
population of some 20,000. 
which is about 10 kilometres 
from Jerusalem on the road 
to Jericho. 

It lies in the West Bank 
belt which the government 
calls greater Jerusalem and 
has no intention of ceding to 
the Palestinians. 

According to the Jeru- 
salem Post, Mr. Libai was 
giving public voice to what 
Mr. Rabin told his par- 
liamentary Labour Party be- 
hind closed doors last week. 

He said he did not want 
Palestinian police in the Jeru- 
salem area, the Jordan Valley 
and along the West Bank 
borders. 

Mr. Rabin wants to hold 
on to those regions as part of 
a final accord with the 
Palestinians, who he intends 
to offer an “entity”, short of 
a full state. 

“We do not intend to re- 
turn to the green line of 
2967." Mr. Rabin admitted in 
an interview published in the 
Davar newspaper on Friday. 

That would calm the 
150,000 Jewish settlers who 
are concentrated in those 
areas and campaigning vigor- 
ously to block redeployment. 

The government is taking 
seriously threats from ex- 


tremists to take up arms 
against the evacuation of any 
settlements and is also con- 
cerned about morale in the 
army if it i$ asked to tackle a 
hard core of settlers. 

Final status negotiations on 
the territories, including 
Jerusalem, settlements and 
refugees, are set to start by 
May 1996. 

Israel and the PLO remain 
far apart in the complex 
negotiations. 

Negotiators are grappling 
with a mass of detail to en- 
able an army withdrawal 
from Arab population areas, 
autonomy elections and a 
transfer of dvilian powers. 

Senior Israeli sources, who 
refused to be named, sum- 
med up the differences: 

REDEPLOYMENT: The 
PLO wants take over all the 
West Bank, except settle- 
ments and access roads, be- 
fore elections. Joint patrols 
based on the Gaza experi- 
ence in some areas. 

Israel ready to cede control 
only over major towns with 
some areas under joint secur- 
ity. 

TIMETABLE: Palestinians 
want precise dates for rede- 
ployment from ail towns, in- 
cluding Hebron, and villages 
before elections are held. 

Israel refuses to set dates 
and wants a first stage rede- 
ployment before elections 
with a second, post-election 
stage to depend on the suc- 
cess of the first. 

ELECTIONS: Palestinians 
refuse to hold elections in the 
presence of Israeli troops. 
They want Jerusalem resi- 
dents to be allowed to run for 
office as well as vote for the 
autonomy council which 
should have 75 members. 
The ballot should be held 25 
weeks after the signing of the 
accord. 

Israel wants to keep troops 
in Hebron and parts of 
Ramallah and Bethlehem as 
well as maintain control over 
Arab villages. The council 


should have only 35 mem- 
ber. Accord for 700 interna- 
tional observers. 

PRISONERS: Palestinians 
want earliest release of pris- 
oners as a confidence- 
building measure with a gra- 
dual release for all the rest. 

Israel is ready to free 2,500 
prisoners in two phases, be- 
fore and after the elections. 
Convicted killers and com- 
mon law criminals to stay in 
jail. 

Despite the differences, 
the July 25 deadline was set 
after the two sides reached an 
“understanding" Tuesday on 
the principles of agreement. 
They are to resume negotia- 
tions this week. 

Palestinian negotiator 
General Abdul Razek 
Yahiya, who heads a security 
committee negotiating rede- 
ployment with Israeli Gener- 
al Uzi Dayan, confirmed 
Israeli reports of some details 
to Friday's Jerusalem Post. 

The West Bank will be 
divided into four zones; 

— Zones A: Jenin, Nablus, 
Kalkilya and Tulkarem to be 
ceded to PLO immediately. 

— Zone B: Bethlehem, 
Hebron and Ramallah, vil- 
lages and some roads where 
control will be shared. 
Palestinians will run public 
affairs and maintain order 
but Israel will have “over- 
riding security responsibil- 
ity." As bypass roads are 
built the PLO will gradually 
take greater control. 

— Zone C: Israeli security 
control over uninhabited 
areas where the Palestinians 
will have civilian authority. 

— Zone D: Sole Israeli 
control over settlements and 
army bases. 

In Cairo, talks are taking 
place for the handover to the 
Palestinians of control over 
remaining sectors, including 
agriculture, electricity, gas/ 
petrol, insurance, muniapal 
affairs, postal services, statis- 
tics, telecommunications, 
and water. 


Tantawi ratifies death sentences 
handed down to 3 militants 


CAIRO (R) - Egypt's 
‘ 1 highest ranking Islamic 
‘ i official confirmed on Sun- 
day death sentences on 
-three Muslim militants for 
■ j killing a police officer and a 
”~’f Christian headmaster in 
■-.{ 1993. 

The three men — 
i Ahmad Abdul Qadir, 
| Mohammad Fawzi and 
— pfugitive Gharib A1 Shahat 
j — were sentenced to hang 
last month by the state sup- 
! reme court, but the verdict 
| was referred to Grand Muf- 

• ti Mohmmad Tantawi be- 
: fore becoming binding. 

Execution cases are 
: routine!} referred to 
. Sheikh Tantawi and his en- 
! dorsements are rarelv with- 
^Tteid. 

“Shut up. shut up." 
: Judge Ahmad Bahauddin 
; Budour shouted as the de- 
fendants yelled accusations 
of injustice and de- 

• bauchery. 

• : The militants were ac- 

j'cused of killing Lieutenant- 

Colonel Mohammad Has- 
1 san Abdul Shaft in October 
. :jCQ 3 in the town of Suez 
and of wounding two 
to 
anti- 

government posters. 

J Fikri Fakhri Sergios 
■ headmaster of the Francis 


;h policemen who tried 
yi:stop them pasting 


can school in Suez was kil- 
led by the group in a sepa- 
rate incident. 

"The infidel, the de- 
bauched liar has spoken," 
screamed Fawzi from be- 
hind bars as Judge Budour 
confirmed his sentence fol- 
lowing Sheikh Tantawi’s 
approval. “We're going to 
get you. you infidel." 

Handcuffed and in white 
prison garb, the defendants 
were smiling at reporters 
until the judge entered the 
courtroom swarming with 
guards. Then they began 
chanting. 

"I swear with God 
Almighty as my witness this 
man is unjust.” Fawzi said 
as the others chanted "I 
take refuge in God." 

When guards were asked 
to remove the defendants 
for disruption, a prisoner 
grabbed a police baton, 
trying to wrench it from the 
guard who eventually over- 
powered him. 

Judge Budour also sent- 
enced a total of 13 to life 
imprisonment with hard 
labour and 15 years in pris- 
on is connection with the 
same case. 

Prosecutors have said the 
defendants had close tics 
with Talaat Yassin Ham- 
mam. the late leader of the 


military unit of the militant 
A1 Gamaa-Al-Islamiyah. 
the main group fighting to 
establish a purist Islamic 
state in Egypt. 

The Gamaa, which has 
claimed responsibility for 
the failed attempt to kill 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
in Ethiopia last month, has 
targetted policemen. 
Christians and intellectuals 
in its campaign of violence 
aimed at toppling his 13- 
year rule. 

Relatives — mainly 
women and children — 
hurled abuse and insults at 
the police cordoning them 
off from the courtroom, 
also venting their wrath at 
cameramen and reporters. 

"You sons of bitches, ail 
my son did was pray and 
you give him 15 years.” 
howled one woman as 
others sobbed. “Don't 
pray, don’t anyone ever 
pray.” 

Egypt has condemned a 
total 67 militants to death 
since the Gamaa started its 
campaign in 1992. Most of 
the sentences have been 
passed by military courts. 

More than 800 people 
have been killed, mostly 
police and militants, in 
clashes in the last three 
vears. 


World Bank, 
PNA sign 
agreements 

GAZA (R) — World Bank 
President James Wolfensohn 
signed three agreements with 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on Sunday and 
promised to keep up aid to 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) in developing 
self-rule. 

“We will seek in every- 
thing we do to be supportive 
and helpful and participate in 
further developments of your 
plans for your people and 
we'll be here as your part- 
ners," Mr. Wolfensohn told 
Mr. Arafat at a joint news 
conference in Gaza. 

The two men signed agree- 
ments establishing the World 
Bank office in Gaza, a trust 
fund credit in the amount of 
S20 million for the rehabilita- 
tion of Palestinian education 
and health sectors, and a 
development plan for Gaza's 
sewerage system. 

"We are in need of this 
help because all of our infras- 
tructure was destroyed. We 
have to start it from zero,” 
Mr. Arafat told the news 
conference. He thanked Mr. 
Wolfensohn for his organisa- 
tion’s help. 

The bank has taken a lead- 
ing role in coordinating inter- 
national help for Gaza and 
the West Bank. 



VICTIMISED: Relatives of the two teenagers killed Saturday 
in Israeli shelling of Nabatiyeh in South Lebanon cry during 
thdr funeral. The two girls aged 16 and 17 were killed hi the 


Convent area of the town, while their three brothers were 
injured when an Israeli shell destroyed part of their Sumse 
(see page one) (AFT photo) 


Bahraini teenager 
reportedly dies in jail 


NICOSIA (R) — A Bahraini 
teenager has died 10 days 
after he was arrested .and 
taken to a hospital in the 7 first 
such death since anti- 
government protests died 
down in April, residents said 
on Sunday. 

They said Said Abdul 
Rasool Eskafy, 15, was 
arrested in Sanabis, five 
kilometres west of the capital 
■Manama, one of a' string of 
Shi'ite Muslim villages dose 
to the capital that were the 
scene of four months of anti- 
government protests. 

Eskafy was buried in near- 
by Naeem district on Satur- 
day, they added but gave no . 
further details. There has so 
far been no official word on 
Eskafy's arrest or the cause 
of death. 

Bahrain on Sunday said it 
had released 100-150 de- 
tainees and said the author- 
ities were “anxious for a 
quick release of ail de- 

The release followed re- 
centcdurt verdidfs &htjfpdng 
a Bahraini to’’ death ' while 
eight others were given pris- 
on terms for killing police 


Sergeant Ibrahim Rashid 
Abdul Karim A1 Saidi in 
March. 

Anti- government protests 
erupted among Bahrain's 
large Shi'ite community on 
Dec. 5. The protesters de- 
manded the release of politic- 
al prisoners and the restora- 
tion of a parliament dissolved 
in 1975. 

At least 12 civilians and 
three policemen were killed 
and hundreds arrested in the 
four months of unrest. 

The interior ministry 
announced the release of 120 
prisoners on April 27 after a 
similar inquiry into the 
bloody rioting which began 
following the arrest of a 
Shi'ite dignitaiy. Sheikh Ali 
Salman, now a refugee in 
Britain. 

Amnesty International said 
on March 29 it had the names 
of 700 people arrested in 
connection with the violence, 
but the human rights group 
estimated that there were 
,many_ moseum, custody. 

The Bahraini opposition in 
exile has put the number of 
arrests at 3,000. 


Aideed seeks aid 
for starving Somalis 


MOGADISHU (R) — 
Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed, recently 
elected by his supporters as 
interim president of this anar- 
chic country, appealed on 
Sunday for aid to relieve 
starvation and disease among 
Somalis. 

General Aideed, 1 famous 
for surviving a U.S.-led man- 
hunt in 1993 during an iU- 
fatcd U.N. peace-keeping 
mission, promised to ptovidc 
protection and facilities for 
aid groups which mostly left 
along with U.N. forces ear- 
lier this year. 

"The era of extortion, 
roadblocks, chaos and 
lawlessness is over," Moga- 
dishu radio quoted Gen. 
Aideed as saying. 

His statement came shortly 
after a French aid agency. 
International Action Against 
Hunger (AICF)> said one in 
four children aged under five 
in Mogadishu were starving. 

It also followed a cere- 
mony on Sunday in which 
members of the cabinet of 
Gen. Aideed, whose election 
is not recognised by rival 


clans, were sworn in. 

A U.S. force landed in 
Somalia in 1992 where 
300.000 had died in a famine, 
caused in part by warring 
clans preventing aid supplies 
getting through. A United 
Nations force took over in 
1993 but was forced to leave 
this year by the lawlessness. 

In his statement. Gen. 
Aideed said he had ordered 
militia leaders to control their 
armed men. 

His statement, made in the 
name of • the “transitional 
government of Somalia." 
said the people, already 
affected by famine, floods, 
droughts and the effects of 
civil war. now faced malnutri- 
tion. starvation and disease. 

In many areas, including 
the capital, malnutrition and 
deaths, especially among 
women and children, had 
risen sharply since aid agen- 
cies had either pulled out or 
cut their activities following 
the withdrawal of a U.N. 
force last March. 

There was a lack of food 
and clean water supplies in 
many areas, he added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait bans movie that allegedly insults Islam 

KUWAIT (AP) — The Information Ministry Saturday 
banned an Indian movie that allegedly insults Islam and 
ordered an investigation on how it was allowed to be 
screened in theatres. Scores of Kuwaitis, mostly fun- 
damentalist Muslims, had demonstrated outside the 
government-owned theatre that showed the movie, entitled 
“Bombay." They alleged that the film, which is also 
available in video stores, encourages Muslim women to 
marry Hindus and shows women in Muslim head and face 
covers dancing in the yard of a mosque. The state-run 
Kuwait News Agency said the interior minister. Sheikh 
Saud A1 Sabah, ordered “Bombay" withdrawn from video 
shops. 

Iran says 13,000 held on smuggling charges 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian law enforcement agencies have 
arrested more than 13,000 people for smuggling in three 
months, a senior officer told Iran's state-run television 
network Sunday. General Reza Seifollahi, commander of 
the national law enforcement forces, said they had been 
involved in smuggling contraband worth millions of dollars, 
including 800 vehicles and 900 carpets. He said that 
smuggled currency, including SI. 75 million, 118,000 
Japanese yen and 106,000 deustchmarks, was recovered in 
the operations between March 21 and June 20. Gen. 
Seifollahi reported that 2,127 people were arrested in one 
operation alone. It was carried out in late June and netted 
.2,200.000 cartons -of -foreign cigarettes, 200,000 litres of 
fuel, 15.000 packs of medicine, 1,820 firearms, 220 
launches,, and boats, and 80 automobiles, the general - 
reported, : - 

Demirel urges Greece to put aside animosity 

ANKARA (AP) — President Suleyman Demirel has called 
on Greece to put aside animosity and solve conflicts 
peacefully, it was reported on Sunday. Mr. Demirel told 
the national daily Hurriyet in an interview that the Greeks 
engaged in provocations against Turkey because of a 
“Turkish complex. If you provoke us, then you will create 
troubles for yourself," Mr. Demirel said, obviously refer- 
ring to Greek authorities. He appeared to be referring to 
the recent meeting of six Greek parliamentarians with the 
fugitive Turkish Kurdish guerrilla leader Abdullah Ocalan 
in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. A visit by the head of the 
Turkish Kurdish parliament-in-exile to Athens further 
upset Turkey. Mr. Demirel also reasserted Turkey's earlier 
statements that a Greek move to extend its territorial 
waters to 12 miles will lead to war. "This is not a cry for 
war. It is Turkey's vital interest," Mr. Demirel said. 

Israeli army denies Shahak abandoned iroops 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s army on Sunday defended a 
man due to join Yitzhak Rabin's cabinet against charges 
that while army chief in 1992 he abandoned wounded 
soldiers in a training accident. An Israeli newspaper raised 
the charges on Friday in a report on Ehud Barak and the 
incident in which five soldiers from an elite unit were killed 
and six wounded by a missile accidentally fired during the 
November 199^ exerase Vcdioth Ahronoth daily quoted 
witnesses who sa.d that while other officers rushed to help 
before doctors armed. General Barak stood with his arms 
crossed and later left in his helicopter without takhJe 
casualties. The 53-year-old Barak, army chief until s"x 
months ago. ^expected to become Israel's interior minis ter 
within a month Witnesses told the newspaper he mav have 
been m shock. In a statement the army said on 
Gen. Barak's hc.icop.cr only arriveTobom 
rescue helicopters and had no medical crew or stretchers It 
said Gen Barak left with other senior officer? Xu? « 
minutes after the <Wer when he ascerrainedlhtre were 
enough medical crews and the wounded were bein/L^ef ^ 
onto other helicopters. b mg loaded 
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CHURCHES 

5L Mary of .Vumth Church 
Swcffltfc. Tel. 810740 
Amembiie of God Church. Tel. 
.6327*15. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Gntrcb of the Aatamdatioa Tel. 
637440. 

Oe !■ S*0e Church Tel. 661757 
tr ra& K X ** Church Tel: 622366 
C hur ch of the Anmmtiutoa Tel. 
62354], 


I 


AagOaui Church Td 630S5I. Tel. 
62S543. 

Armenian Catbottc Church Tel. 
77133], 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel 
652526. 

EvauseUca) Luthers s Church ~ ei: 

824328. 

German -speaking E*auseUcaJ Con- 

Rn^Bdoa Tel. lyuioj 

The Latter-Day Saints Tci 654932 

Church of Naxarew Tel .675691. 

The Evangelical toed Church ia 

Amman 

Tel 811205 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supphe d by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Moderate weather conditions 
wilt prevail with winds westerly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


Min. /M as. temp. 

Amman 15*27 

Aqaba 23 / 37 

Deserts 15 > 30 

Jordan Valley 21 » 34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman ‘29. Aqaba 4| Humidity 
readings-. Amman 48 per cent. 
Aqaba 30 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr Mukhi« Mazahrah 820425 

Dr Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dr. Abdul Wihab Awad ... 846070 

Dr Hhham Kan 'an 790286 

Rras pharraaev 661612 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asexru pharmacy 637055 

Naitoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI SaJam pharmacy 634730 

Yacoub pharmacy M4045 

Shmetsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairotijh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DUUD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qaru ( — ) 

Alqads pharmacy (—1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahin 995710 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 


Civjl Defence De pa r tmen t 66111! 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Em ergen c y 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 
Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PBbGeSreBntyDeputlKiil 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Co tnulaia ts 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787 111 

Telephone Information 

f directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ....623101 

Abdah Telephone Rrparn 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekxtnciiy Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 63 6381 

RJ flight Infonrwtioo .... 08- 53200 
Oncen Alta tall. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: ' 

Hoaeia Medical Centre 813813/3* 
KhaluS Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkUeh Maternity. J.Amo, ’ _ 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Manias. J. Amman 63614(1 

Palestine, Shmautoi 664I7IM 

Shtncanmt Hospital 669131 

University HotpitM 845M5 

At-Mtuebcr Hospital 667227/9 

Hie Islamic. Atxtelj <6612707 

AJ-AMuAbdali. 664164* 

Ilatwn. AJ-Muhajraen ... 7771010 
Al'Bohif.J.Ashrflfteti 775111/26 

Army. Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital .... <0240/50 

Aural Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center tor Herat and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zaraa National tfaspttal 

(0W00WI 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09j 9tj6732 

AiHa» Modern Hdiptial flWWOW) 

Prince* B mm « ffl2ET3555 

<fcw* Catholic H0«P«I 1<EC727? 


I ho Al Naira Hospital (ft!)247IOO 

AQABA: 

Princes H*ya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FORTHETRAVBLLBR 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
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«:» Sanaa (RJ) 
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Jeddah (ftJI 
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh Sunday 
meets with Ahmad Zuba/di, the head of an Omani educational team visiting Jordan to 
explore cooperation in educational fields (Petra photo) 


Visiting Omani educational team 
praises work of Jordanian teachers 


AMMAN (Petra') —The head 
of an Omani educational 
team, Ahmad Zubaidi, now 
on a visit to Jordan Sunday 
said that his country appre- 
ciates the role of Jordanian 
teachers employed in Omani 
schools and was interested 
in securing the services of 
more Jordanian teachers and 
benefiting from the King- 
dom's educational expertise. 

Mr Zubaidi was speaking 
at a meeting with Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Education Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh with whom he 
reviewed Omani-Jordanian 
cooperation in educational 


fields. 

Mr.Zubaidi praised the 
work of Jordanian teachers 
employed in Oman saying 
that they proved that they 
were always up to date with 
new treads in teaching 
methods and** their work in 
secondary schools, in partic- 
ular, has been remarkable 
and exemplary. 

He said be was pleased to 
see these teachers interact- 
ing with the local communi- 
ties and r aking part in social 
activities in Oman. 

For his part Mr Rawabdeh 
said Jordan was ready to 
meet the requirements of the . 


Omani Ministry of Educa- 
tion and supply it with qual- 
ified teachers and supervi- 
sors and also extend avail- 
able expertise that would 
help Oman develop its edu- 
cational curricula, school 
textbooks and examination 
systems as well as train its 
teachers . 

Discussions at the meeting 
covered the exchange of 
educational expertise. . Mr. 
Rawabdeh outlined the Min- 
istry of Education's plans for 
teacher training programmes 
and introducing new curric- 
ula and textbooks as well as 
the construction of new 
schools. 


Committee draws up plans for support of arts 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The 
newly formed National 
Committee for Culture and 
iVts. will bold , a meeting 
towards' the .end of July 
rajjer the > chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, according to an 
announcement made by 
Minister of Culture Samir 
Habashneh Sunday. 

The committee will dis- 
cuss and endorse by-laws 
and a general plan of work 
as well as sources of funds 
to finance its activities and 
cultural projects, Mr. 
Habashneh said. 

The two sub-committees 
formed by the national com- 
mittee have held meetings in 
the past three months to pre- 
pare their reports for sub- 
mission to the upcoming 
committee meeting, said the 
minister. 


' One of the sub-committees 
in chaige of planning has 
prepared several working 
• papers -in cooperation with 
representatives of- cultural 
and artistic groups, includ- 
ing the Jordanian Writers’ 
Association and the Jordan- 
ian Artists' Association.. 

The sub-committee on 
planning has drawn up plans 
for supporting artists, writ- 
ers and theatre work, for cre- 
ating a national theatre 
group and an academy of 
arts in the Kingdom, and for 
providing assistance to 
young Jordanian artists. 

The sub-committee on 
planning has furthermore 
considered the creation of a 
national musical troupe and 
has drawn plans for the 
development of hancticrafts, 
the minister said. 

Mr. Habashneh said that 


the two sub-committees are 
preparing working papers 
and recommendations to 
enter into the agenda of the 
planned national commit- 
tee’s tworday meeting to be 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre In Amman. 

The National Committee 
for Culture and Arts was 
formed in May to advance 
national culture and to safe- 
guard Arab identity, accord- 
ing to an announcement at 
the time of its formation. . 

The prime minister, who 
addressed the first commit- 
tee meeting on May 6, said 
that the committee was 
formed to support cultural 
activities and would not act 
as a substitute for the Min- 
istry of Culture nor as a 
higher cultural council. • 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILMS 

* "Cyrano de Bergerac," at the French Cultural Cen- j 

tre, at 8:00 p.m. •' I 

“ "The Civil War: Forever Free, 1862" at the Ameri- 
can Center, at 5:00 p.m. 

* Japanese film with Arabic subtitles, "The Golden 
Days of Japanese Cinema," at the SamSr Rifai Audito- 
rium, University of Jordan, at 5:00 p.m. 

SHORT STORY RECITAL 

*By Minister of State Taha Habahbeh and Mohammad 
Tummaleh at the Phoenix Gallery of Culture and Arts, 
at 7:00 p.m. .. 

EXHIBITIONS 

“Paintings by Muhannad Bushnaq at Balqa Art Gallery 
in Fuheis. 

“Paintings by Adnan Yahyah at Darat A1 Funun Jabal 
Weibdeh. 

“Paintings by Bernadette Gerges and Rita Gages enti- 
tled "Lebanon Tomorrow," at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. - 

“Paintings by Jordanian Artist Muhammad Majali at 
the Phoenix Gallery of Culture and Arts, Garden Street 

“Works by Iraqi artist Tahija Hakim at Ab'ad Art 
Gallery. ■ 

“Exhibition demonstrating the development of cinema 
over the past century at the French Cultural Centre. 

“Works by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Orfali Gallery. 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Pakistani ladies donate 
toYWMA 

Amman (Petra) -- Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath A 1 Hassan, the Hon- 
orary President of the 
Young Women’s Muslim 
Association (YWMA) Sun- 
day received a cheque rep- 
resenting the amount of pro- 
ceeds from a festival spon- 
sored by the Pakistani 
Ladies in Amman to sup- 
port the YWMA’s projects. 
The cheque was delivered to 
Princess Sarvarh by Mrs. 
Sarwar Naqvi, wife of the 
Pakistani ambassador to 
Jordan. 

Minister opens Arab- 
Afro youth camp 

Amman (Petra) — Minister 
of Youth Awad Khleifat 
today opens the second 
Arab-Afro youth camp. 
Attending the inauguration 
ceremony will be the Arab 
League’s assistant secretary 
general Ahmad Qadri, and 
senior Ministry Of Youth 
officials. Taking part in the 
11-day camp will lie 120 
youth from 13 Arab and 
African countries, in addi- 
tion to Jordan. 

Envoy reviews recent ‘ 
Jordan- Yemen x 
accords 

Sanaa (Petra) - Jordan’s 
ambassador to Yemen, 
Fayez Rabie Sunday dis- 
cussed -with several Yemeni 
ministers the Jordanian- 
Yemeni agreements, which 
were recently concluded. . 


Australian foreign minister to arrive fo 
talks with senior government officials 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Australian For- 
eign Munster Gareth Evans 
pays a one-day visit to Jor- 
dan this week for talks with 
Jordanian leaders cm bilater- 
al relations, the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process and the eco- 
nomic development of the 
Middle East in'* the wake of 
progress in the peace negoti- 
ations. 

Mr. Evans, who last visited 
Jordan in 1992, will arrive 
from Tunisia on Thursday 
and leave for Syria and 
Lebanon Friday afternoon. 

' Brian Pullen, consul at the 
Australian embassy here, 
said the visit was aimed at 
“furthering the already veiy 
good relations between Aus- 
tralia and Jordan.” 

He said - Mr JE vans would 
hold talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti; 

Audiences with His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan have not yet 
been confirmed. 

Mr. Evans’ visit will be the 
second by an Australian 
minister to Jordan this year. 
Trade Minister Bob McMul- 


lan visited in February in 
what was seen as a major 
boost . to Jordanian-Aus- 
t raljan trade relations. 

During Mr.McMuUan’s 
visit Jordanian and Aus- 
tralian businessmen held 
talks on means to expand 
economic cooperation 
between the two countries, 
and several business ven- 
tures discussed are now tak- 
ing shape. 

According to official Jor- 
danian figures, Australia’s 
exports to Jordan - mostly 
livestock, meat, ■ rice and 
daily products - amounted 
to about JD 40 milli on in 
1994 while the Kingdom's 
exports to Australia - phos- 
phates and fertilizer prod- 
ucts were around JD 7 

milli on. 

Australia,- which has a 
large agricultural base, could 
increase its imports from 
Jordan, officials say. 

Also .expected to be dis- 
cussed during MrJEvans’ 
visit to Jordan are interna- 
tional issues of concern to 
Jordan and Australia, includ- 
ing the situation in former 
Yugoslavia, and regional 
issues such as Iraq. 

The role of the Australian 
public and private sectors in 
the Middle East and North 


Africa economic s ummi t 
scheduled to be held in 
Amman in October is also 
expected to be reviewed. 

On the political front. Aus- 
tralia is a close supporter of 
the Middle East peace - 
process and has often 
crossed swords with Israel 
over Canberra's rejection of 
policies adopted by the Jew- 
ish state. 

The Australian govern- 
ment has repeatedly stated 
that it would like to see 
peace' restored to the Middle 
East and supports the Arab 
call for the implementation 
of the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions relevant to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

Beirut embassy to be 
reopened 

While in Lebanon, 
Mr. Evans, foreign minis ter 
since September 1988. who 
will be accompanied by 
Minister of Immigration and 
Ethnic Affairs Nick Bolkus. 
will reopen the Australian 
embassy in Beirut on July 
18. The mission was closed, 
in 1984 at the height of the 
Lebanese civil war. 

“An era of growth and 
prosperity beckons in the 
new Lebanon,” the two min- 


isters said in a joint state- 
ment on June 27. “We 
applaud the enthusiasm with 
which the Lebanese people 
have embraced the process 
of national reconciliation 
and are heartened by the 
reconstruction now occur- 
ring. 

“It is clear that the 
renowned capabilities and 
talents of the Lebanese peo- 
ple are once again finding 
their fullest expression, tp 
the benefit of their country, 
and, ultimately, to the wider 
region.” 

Australia has a sizeable 
Lebanese community. 

Mr. Evans. 51. served as 
Australia's attorney general 
between March 1993 and 
December 1984, minister of 
resources and energy 
between December 1984 
and July 1987. and minister 
of transport and communica- 
tions from July 1987 to Sep- 
tember 1988, when he 
became foreign minis ter. 

Mr. Evan holds first-class 
honours degrees in law from 
Melbourne University and in 
politics, philosophy and eco- 
nomics from Oxford Univer- 
sity. 

Prior to entering active 
politics by becoming a 
member of the senate in 



Gareth Evans 


1978, Mr.Evans practised 
industrial law as well as con- 
stitutional and civil liberties 
law. 

He has written several 
books. . :: 

He is best known interna- 
tionally for his roles? in 
developing the U.N.: pSace 
plan for Cambodia, helping 
to bring id a conclusion ''the 
international Chemical 

Weapons Convention Imd 
founding the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 

forum. . ■ -L 


Two to face trial soon for attack on French diplomat 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Prosecutors are 
expected to send several 
people to the State Security 
Court this week on charges 
of subversion, among them 
two Jordanians accused of 
shooting and wounding a 
French diplomat in March, 
judicial sources said Sunday. 

Others include members of 
two groups who were appre- 
hended in the course of plot- 
ting subversion, according 
to the sources. 

Salem Abdullah and 
Ahmad Qasseni, both 22, 
both accused in the Feb. 24 
attack on .Gilles Heine, a 
second secretary at the 
french embassy, will be 
charged with attempted mur- 
der, plotting to carry out 
extremist attacks and pos- 
sessing illegal arms and 
explosives. 

.Abdullah and Qassem, 


identified as a school mes- 
senger and a furniture shop 
assistant, plotted to carry out 
extremist attacks and target- 
ed foreign tourists, accord- 
ing to the charge sheet 

They made explosive 
devices and wanted to take 
over a tourist bus in southern 
Jordan, but were dissuaded 
by the presence of security 
guards around the vehicle. 

They panicked and ran 
.away but dropped the bag 
containing the explosives. - 


Shortly afterwards, they 
came across Mr. Heine and 
his wife who had stopped 
their car at a scenic spot in 
Wadi Mujib, engaged the 
diplomat in a quarrel and 
shot him in the chest and 
foot, according to the prose- 
cutors. 

The wife was unharmed. 

A police patrol which hap- 
pened to be in the vicinity 


immediately apprehended 
the two. 

Mr.Heine ’was flown by 
helicopter to Amman where 
he underwent treatment 
before being taken to Paris 
for recuperation. ' 

No immediate detail was 
available on whether the two 
assailants belonged to any 
organised group or what 
motivated them to stage the 
attack. 

Reports in the local press 
said at that time that the two 
belonged to an extremist 
group which opposed the 
Jordan! an-Israeli peace 

treaty signed in October and 
resented Israelis visiting Jor- 
dan. 

According to the reports, 
they mistook the French 
diplomat and his wife for 
Israelis and hence the attack. 
No independent confirma- 
tion was available on this 
version of the incident. 

Several theories were for- 


warded at .the time of the 
attack as to the motive 
behind it. 

Some said the assailants 
wanted to kidnap the French 
diplomat and his wife, oth- 
ers said the attack was spon- 
taneous for some unex- 
plained reason. 

The incident took place 
during the fasting month of 
Ramadan, sparking specula- 
tion that the attack was 
prompted by behaviour 
incompatible with the tradi- 
tions of the holy month on 
the part of the diplomat and 
wife. 

But the French embassy 
issued a strong statement 
affirming that its diplomats 
were closely familiar with 
local customs and traditions 
and respected them in all 
aspects. 

It was one of the rare 
attacks on foreigners in Jor- 
dan and security sources 
described it as isolated inci- 


dent. 

The prosecution was 
expected to refer the case to 
the State Security Court this 
week. 

Also pending are charges 
against at least six to eight 
other people, all of them sus- 
pected of plotting subver- 
sion in Jordan. ’ 

Some of them are mem- 
bers of a group called 
“Islamic Revival," which, 
according to reports in-qhe 
Israeli press, was behind a 
recent infiltration across the 
northern Jordanian-Isrdeli 
borders. ; 

Two of the infiltrators 
were shot dead, and the third 
surrendered. Israeli repdris 
said. Another three are sus- 
pected of belonging to jan 
illegal group headed by; a 
man identified only as M.^L 

The precise nature of the 
expected charges against t?he 
three was not immediately 
known. 


Minister swears in new JPA members, says role of press is to serve national interests i 


AMMAN (JT) - Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Information Khaled Kara- 
ki Sunday said that Jordan 
was currently going through 
major changes in develop- 
ment and therefore required 
upgrading its journalistic 
standards to serve as an 
example to the rest of the 
Arab World. 

Addressing a ceremony 
held at the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) for the 
swearing in of 21 new jour- 
nalists, the minister said that 
journalists need to fully 
understand certain condi- 
tions involved in their pro- 
fession. 

The minister said that the 
job of the journalist is not 
only to relay news but also 
to guide public opinion and 
to be totally committed to 
serving national interests. 

The government WiD not 
allow any interfe r e n ce in 


Jordan's internal affairs by 
any party or source, the min- 
ister stressed. 

Dr. Karaki urged journal- 
ists to remain committed to 
the profession and added 
that whoever is published in 
the Kingdom is interpreted 
by readers abroad as Jor- 
dan's official message to the 
outside world. 

Describing the relationship 
between the Ministry of 
Information, newspaper 
owners and the JPA as sta- 
ble, Dr. Karaki said that JPA 
laws are currently undergo- 
ing amendment and are 
under review by the Lower 
House of Parliament 

The JPA enjoys the support 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the Jordanian gov- 
ernment the minister said. 

The recent government 
decision to exempt the press 
from customs duty on 
imported paper until the end 


of 1995 reflects the govern- 
ment’s determination to back 
the country's print media, he 
added. 

The newly-inducted mem- 
bers brings the number of 
active JPA members to 305, 
according to JPA files. 

Present at the ceremony 
which was addressed by JPA 
President Suleiman Qudah, 
was Ministry of Information 
Secretary General Nayef 
Moula, Director of the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment Mohammad Amin, and 
JPA board members. 

Following are the names 
of the journalists who were 
sworn in: 

Oreib Masaadeh, Moham- 
mad Hujuj, Majdi Alawneh, 
Khattab Salman. Swan 
Shqeideh, Munjid Namirat, 
Rakan Saaideh, Suleiman 
Qubeilat, Hikmat Momani, 
Taher Ad wan, Hani Kurdi, 



Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Information 
Khaled Karaki Sunday swears in new members of the 
Jordan Press Association (Petra photo) — -? 


Shihadeh Abu Bakar, Sal am Khurma, Walid Abu Baker. 
Shawa, Khaled Zubaidi, Jihad Abu Baidar, Khaled 
Marzouk Butush, Khalil Qudah and Fatima SmadL \ 


UNDP representative explores agency’s potential 


contribution to MENA summit in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jorgen Lissner, 
the new resident representative of 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Jordan, is 
currently holding talks with Ministry 
of Planning officials to discuss ways 
in which the UNDP can contribute to 
the Middle East -and Noth Africa 
• (MENA) summit in October. 

Mr. Lissner, who assumed his post 
at the beginning of July succeeding 
Othman Hashem, said the UNDP is 
committed to discussing develop- 
ment schemes and the role of the pri- 
vate sector. • • 

We are currently discussing the 
prospect of holding an investment 
meeting with Jordanian officials in 
Amman in November following die 
MENA summit to discuss opportuni- 


ties for investment in the peace era, 
said Mr. Lissner . 

Mr lissner said that he was satis- 
fied with the level of cooperation 
from the Jordanian government in 
the implementation of UNDP- 
financed projects. 

He said that the UNDP is currently 
working with the government on the 
implementation of a prograpime 
designed to develop water, social 
and vocational training sectors in the 
Kingdom. 

The UNDP is financing social pro- 
jects carried out by the government 
in the rural regions and has allocated 
$500,000 to help Jordan establish a 
water data bank to help solve water 
problems, added Mr Lissner. 

The UNDP has also allocated 


$350,000 towards helping Jordan 
develop vocational training pro- 
grammes in a bid to help the country 
deal with unemployment, according 
to Mr. Lissner . 

He also said that the UNDP is at 
present financing a $3 million pro- 
ject designed to protect the Azraq 
Oasis. 

Mr. Lissner said that he met with a 
delegation from the United Nations 
Fund for Agricultural Development 
which is currently visiting Jordan 
and has discussed the provision of a 
multi-million dollar soft loan to help 
Jordan develop its livestock and 
agricultural industries over a three- 
year period commencing in 1996. 

Next month, the UNDP will hold 
talks with the Ministry of Planning 



Jorgen Lissner ■ ^ j 

on the financing of several projects 
contained within the 1997-2001 fivel 
year development plan. 
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Eleven die in violence as 
strike paralyses Karachi 




''S. 
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KARACHI (AFP) — At 
le^sr 11 people were killed 
Sunday including a local lead- 
er .of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s party as strike- 
bound Karachi remained pa- 
ralysed for a third day, police 
and officials said. 

'^Masked men sprayed bul- 
lets from a car at an estate 
agency office in central 
Karachi, killing Aslam Shah. 
55, a leading member of the 
Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) branch and a hawker, 
five others were injured in 
the attack, police said. 

.Groups of armed men tor- 
ched at least six vehicles and 
sit ablaze a bank while snip- 
ers shot dead three people in 
the eastern district of' Lia- 
qatabad, officials said. 

‘/“Two more people were 
shot dead in Orangi and 
Saeedabad areas in the west- 
ern part of the city while 
another person was killed 
near the airport, they said. 

fOne person was killed in 
tKe industrial area of Koran- 
gu focus of a clean-up opera- 
tion by paramilitary troops 
since Tuesday, and five 
others were shot dead by a 
sniper elsewhere, police, said. 

Some 25 people including a 
policeman and a paramilitary 
soldier died during the six- 


day-long Korangi operation, 
which officials say is aimed at 
arresting armed militants of 
the Mohajir Qaumi Move- 
ment (MQM). 

■ Police reported arresting 
Five- militant members of 
MQM, which represents 
Urdu-speaking people who 
migrated from India after the 
subcontinent's partition in 
1947. 

They were picked up from 
a house of Korangi Sunday 
and some arms, a vehicle and 
a wireless set were also 
. seized, police said. 

Traffic was largely off the 
roads in Karachi. Pakistan's 
largest city and commercial 
hub, with shops and markets 
closed and most people 
staying indoors. 

The MQM had called for a 
weekend mourning for a par- 
ty leader who died in police 
custody. 

It claims Aslam Subzwari 
was “tortured" to death by 
police, but authorities say he 
died of a heart attack follow- 
ing his arrest Thursday on 
charges of engaging in terror- 
ism. 

A strike was also observed 
in the second largest city of 
southern Pakistan's Sindh 
Province, Hyderabad. 160 


kilometres northeast of here. 

Incidents of sporadic firing 
and a partial shutdown were 
reported in other Sindh cities 
of Nawabshah. Sukkur and 
Mirpurkhas. 

The mourning followed a 
two-day weekly protest 
started by the party recently 
over the rape of a girl and 
slaying of a MQM activist 
late last month. 

The government and 
MQM have agreed to hold 
unconditional talks in Islama- 
bad Tuesday, in a bid to 
restart a process to restore 
peace in Karachi where 
ethnic and religious violence 
has claimed more than 900 
lives this year. 

MQM is demanding an end 
to what it calls discrimination 
against the Urdu-speaking 
community in Sindh which is 
ruled by the PPP. 

The party denies govern- 
ment charges that it was be- 
hind the violence. 

Founded in 1985. the 
MQM is a political force in 
Karachi, Sindh's capital, and 
another urban centre. Hyder- 
abad. The PPP's power base 
is the province's majority 
community of Sindhi- 
spealdng natives who domin- 
ate the region. 


Meumtie, MQM leader Altaf Hus- 
sein accused the government 
of torture and murder and 
appealed for U.N. interven- 
tion before the violence de- 
generates into civil war. 

The call by Mr. Hussein 
came after the rebel leader 
died in police custody and 
torture marks were found in 
his body. 

“If the United Nations and 
the international community 
do not take action now to 
stop the genocide of our peo- 
ple in Karachi by government 
forces then the city will be- 
come like another Rwanda or 
Bosnia.' Mr. Hussein told 
the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview from 
London, where he has lived 
in self-imposed exile since 
1992. 

Eyewitnesses told the 
Associated Press that the 
body of Mr. Sabzvari was 
badly mauled. 

The Edhi Trust, an inde- 
pendent charity organisation 
which operates an ambulance 
service, said Mr. Sabzvari's 
body was brought to its mor- 
gue by police after being re- 
leased Friday from Jinnab 
Hospital, where docton con- 
firmed he had died from “se- 
vere torture.” . 


India’s ruling party under American 
fire over ‘Tandoori Murder’ hostage 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
gfuesome “Tandoori Mur- 
der" involving a former Con- 
gress (I) official has sparked 
calls for a shake-up of the 
riding party in India. 

'Opposition parties and 
even some members of the 
Congress, outraged by the 
macabre crime dubbed the 
“Tandoori Murder” by the 
local press, have demanded a 
cleansing of India's oldest 
political party of “criminal 
elements." 

The body of Naina Sahni, 
29; the wife of former New 
Delhi Youth Congress Presi- 
dent Sushi i Kumar Shaima, 
36. was found burning in the 
tandoor oven of a downtown 
restaurant here July 2. 

Police have issued a war- 
rant form Sharma's arrest on 
murder charges and launched 
a ^nationwide hunt for the 
chief suspect in a case which 
has sent shock waves through 
the Indian capital and embar- 
assed the ruling party. 

There has been one arrest 
in -the case. Keshav Kumar, 
another Delhi Youth Con- 
gress leader and a partner 
with Mr. Sharma in the res- 
taurant where the body was 
discovered, has been held on 
charges of trying to dispose of 
evidence. 

Sahni. the murder victim, 
was also a general secretary 
of the Delhi Youth Congress. 

A number of Delhi Youth 
Congress members have been 
hauled in for questioning bv 
the police. 

The Congress, in a move 


designed to distance itself 
from the scandal, has expel- 
led Sharma. who served as 
Delhi Youth Congress presi- 
dent from 1989 to January of 
this year. 

Indian Youth Congress 
President Manindeijit Singh 
Bitta vowed to purge “cri- 
minals” from the youth chap- 
ter of the 110-year-old Con- 
gress, which hai ruled India 
virtually uninterrupted since 
independence. 

The moves have, however, 
failed to pacify critics. The 
main opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People's Party, BJP),. has 
said the "Tandoori Murder" 
case was “just the tip of the 
iceberg.” 

“The entire system is rot- 
ten," said BJP MP Vijay 
Kumar Malhotra. 

The centrist Janata Dal 
(People’s Party) demanded 
legislation which would dis- 
qualify parties fielding candi- 
dates with criminal records. 

“The alliance between cri- 
minals and politicians is hap- 
pening across the board and 
this incident is just a man- 
ifestation of the deep rot," 
said Inder Kumar Gujral. a 
Janata Dal leader and former 
minister. 

"The Congress should 
cleanse itself.” he added. 

A spokesman for a dissi- 
dent faction of the Congress 
vowed to purge the ruling 
party' of “criminals, touts and 
their godfathers" ahead of 
next year's parliamentary 
elections. 

The Sunday Times of In- 


dia, in a front-page editorial, 
said that it would be unfair to 
single out the Congress party 
for criticism.- 

“It is not the Congress 
Party alone which is afflicted 
by the presence in the ranks 
of a large number of func- 
tionaries who are not fully 
conversant with the norms of 
civilised life,” executive edi- 
tor Gautam Adhikari wrote. 

“Almost every party, re- 
gional and national, has thugs 
and goons ever ready to settle 
scores violently,” - he said. 
“Sometimes we hear of it. 
sometimes we don’t.” 

Adding fuel to the con- 
troversy is a ruling by an 
Indian court last week pro- 
viding protection from arrest 
for the fugitive Congress 
politician. 

A Court in Madras, capital 
of Tamil Nadn state, granted 
“anticipatory bail" to Mr. 
Sharma, a judicial provision 
which protects from arrest 
persons claiming to be the 
subject of police harassment. 

A lawyer for Mr. Sharma 
has claimed his client is inno- 
cent of the murder and is 
being framed by political riv- 
als. 

But additional police com- 
missioner Maxwell Pereira, 
who is investigating the 
crime, said the granting of 
bail to Mr. Sharma indicated 
that he may continue to enjoy 
the blessings of influential 
patrons. 

“Some people with clout 
still seem to backing him.” he 
said. 


Sri Lanka launches big 
offensive against rebels 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka 
— : Sri Lanka Sunday laun- 
ched its first major military 
offensive against Tamil rebels 
since a ceasefire ended in 
April, killing at least 10 civi- 
lians and forcing tens of 
thousands to flee their 
homes, the military said. 

“More than 10.000 troops 
backed by air cover broke out 
frOm the northern Palali 
army base" in northern Sri 
Lanka, said Brig. Sarath 
Munasinghe. a government 
military spokesman. 

The operation began with 
navy ships, warplanes and 
long-range field guns at two 
military bases opening fire on 
Tamil rebel positions in 
guerrilla-held Jaffna Peninsu- 
la.. Brig. Munasinghe said. 

Soldiers supported bv 
tanks then left Palali military- 
base on the peninsula in two 
large fronts, he said. 

At the same time, forces at 
Elephant Pass, the only other 
military base in Jaffna, shel- 
led rebel positions in the 
area. 

At least 85 a'vilians had 
been admitted to hospitals in 
the rebel-held Jaffna town 
and’ 10 of them died, said a 
military official . speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 
More than 75.000 civilians 
fled rhe war zone, he said. 

At least two soldiers w-rc 
killed and 29 wounded the 
official said. No rebel casual- 
ty figures were immediately 


available. 

“Troops met with enemy 
resistance and overcame ft 
without much effort," said 
Lr.-Col. S. Weerasekera. a 
military spokesman. 

An air force Bell-212 heli- 
copter strafing rebel positions 
was slightly damaged by rebel 
small arms fire and made an 
emergency landing at Palali 
base, said Lt.-Col. 
Weerasekera. 

Military’ sources said on 
condition of anonymity that 
the offensive pi a ns' to expand 
the territory in Jaffna Penin- 
sula that the military bases 
control, not to capture the 
town of Jaffna, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of Tamil 
civilians live. 

The government warned 
two days ago that it would 
soon show its military 
strength against the Tamil 
rebels, who have been fight- 
ing for an independent home- 
land in the north and east for 
12 years. 

Before the offensive. Sri 
Lankan warplanes dropped 
leaflets on Jaffna Peninsula, 
where SOO.QfiO people live, 
that imposed a curfew and 
warned of an impending 
attack, a military official in 
Colombo, the capital, said on 
condition of anonymity. 

The rebels' clandestine 
fillip ai«p had warned Tamil 
civilians about a military 
build-up at two strategic 
points in the north. 


Fighting between govern- 
ment troops and the rebels 
has mainly taken place in 
eastern jungles since April 
19. when the rebels walked 
out of peace talks and broke 
the three-month truce. 

The military had attacked 
some rebel positions in Jaffna 
Peninsula, 300 kilometres 
north of Colombo, but Sun- 
day was its first major offen- 
sive anywhere. 

Tamil rebel leader Velupil- 
lai Prabhakaran directs his 
operations from Jaffna, and 
neighbouring India is seeking 
his extradition because Tamil 
allegedly assassinated former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 

Two weeks ago, a govern- 
ment minister said the milit- 
ary was planning to strike at 
the Tamil rebel stronghold in 
the north. 

Since the ceasefire was 
broken, the rebels have in- 
tensified their recruitment 
drives in the north and the 
east, even among Tamil 
schoolchildren, according to 
a human rights group in Col- 
ombo. the university 
Teachers for Human Rights. 
Most of the group's members 
are Tamils. 

Since rebels broke the 
truce, they have used surface- 
to-air missiles for the first 
time, downed two warplanes, 
sunk two military gunboats 
and overrun several small 
militarv bases. 


escapes 

from 

Kashmir 

rebels 


SRINAGAR, India (API — 
An American tourist who 
was kidnapped by Separatist 
rebels in Kashmir escaped 
from his captors in the middle 
of the night an fled to safety, 
he said Sunday. 

“I took advantage of dark- 
ness and bad weather, and 
escaped at 2 a.ro." Saturday, 
John Childs of Simsbury, 
Connecticut, said in an inter- 
view in Srinagar. “I was not 
released, I escaped.” 

Mr. Childs was kidnapped 
Tuesday evening along with 
another American and two 
Britons ' by militants of Al 
Faran, a little-known group 
fighting for Kashmir's inde- 
pendence from India. The 
rebels have demanded that 
India free jailed guerrillas. 

Mr. Childs confirmed Sun- 
day that the three other hos- 
tages were still being held by 
the militants, but he refused 
to say anything else about 
them or where they were. 

He said he had not been 
injured by his captors, and 
had only received a few 
bruises on his feet while hik- 
ing through a mountainous 
area to safety after escaping. 

He eventually reached the 
resort town of Pahalgam and 
Indian officials brought him 
back to Srinagar, the summer 
capital of Jammu-Kashmir 
state. There, he was staying 
in a heavily-guarded govern- 
ment guest house and meet- 
ing with U.S. and Indian 
officials. 

On Saturday, militants 
captured another Westerner, 
Dirk Hasert of Erfurt, Ger- 
many. who was travelling on 
horseback with a group of 
tourists, police said. It was 
unclear if Al Faran was in- 
volved . and whether Mr. 
Hasert was kidnapped before 
or after Mr. Childs’ escape. 

Before talking with a few 
reporters in Srinagar. Mr. 
Childs spoke by telephone 
with his mother, Helen 
Childs, in Salem, New York. 

Afterward, in an interview 
with the Associated Press 
Mrs. Childs said her son told 
her of his escape, but offered 
few details because he feared 
for the safety of the other 
captives. 

Hundreds of Indian sol- 
diers are combing through 
the Himalayan mountain re- 
gion in northern India for the 
Hasert and the other fiifee 
Western hostages. 

Also captured were an 
American woman, two Brit- 
ish women, a Canadian man 
and two. Kashmiri guides, but 
the rebels freed them 
Wednesday with a note de- 
manding the release of 21 
jailed rebels. 

Police said they were wor- 
ried about 35 other fore- 
igners, mostly trekkers. ion 
the area. It was not im- 
mediately clear whether they 
would be asked to leave. 






KOREA: Rescue workers carry 21-year-old 
part-time department store employee, Choi 
Myung-Snk, after polling him oat from the 
rubble of the Sampoong department store 10 


days after it collapsed. The rescuers, drilling 
into the rubble in heavy monsoon rain, were 
alerted to the man’s presence by his shout, 
“give me water, give me water." (AFP photo) 


Man rescued after 10 days 
in rubble of Seoul store 


SEOUL (AFP) — A 21 -year- 
old student was rescued 
unhurt here Sunday after sur- 
viving for more than 10 days 
in an air pocket under the 
rubble of a collapsed depart- 
ment store, rescuers and tele- 
vision reports said. 

The survivor. Choi Myung- 
Suk, a part-time worker at 
the doomed Sampoong .De- 
partment Store, was miracu- 
lously plucked alive froth 
deep under the debris of what 
> was the five-storey posh Sam- 
poong Department Store. 

Mr. Choi was the 34 person 
to be pulled out alive since 
the collapse, but the last sur- 
vivor, female shop assistant 
Lee Eun-Yong, who was dug 
out seven days ago, died two 
hours after being rescued in 1 
hospital. 

Mr. Choi's rescue triggered 
angry demonstrations by the 
desperate relatives of the 
hundreds of missing in the 
disaster, who charged res- 
cuers had been quick to give 
up hope of survivors. 

“I’m Okay, I'm Okay,” he 
told journalists before asking 
for a Coke as he was carried 
out to an ambulance, his eyes 
covered with yellow towel to 
protect his unaccustomed 
eyes from the morning sun- 
light. 

Stunned rescue workers, 
who Sunday dragged eight 
more bodies from the debris, 
bringing the official death toll 
to 158, rushed through driv- 
ing monsoon rain to the 
stretcher and burst into spon- 
taneous applause. 

From his hospital bed he 


later told journalists he had 
to squat in the small air pock- 
et, licking rain water seeping 
through the rubble, and 
chewing on a paper carton to 
stay alive. 

At one time, he said, “I 
lost all hope and gave up.” 

“I feel comfortable now,” 
he said, adding: “I will be- 
come a filial (faithful) son 
from now.” 

“I thought five days might 
have passed at best,” he said 
adding that he was surprised 
to hear that more than 10 
days passed. 

At the time the store col- 
lapsed on June 29, Mr. Choi, 
who worked in a third floor 
shoe store, said he had been 
on an escalator leaving the 
basement level supermarket 
carrying an ice cream. 

“I felt the building shak- 
ing. I tried to flee, but it 
tumbled down too quickly. I 
lay down on my stomach.”. 

He shouted out from the 
pitch darkness of his cramped 
niche for any other survivors 
and two women responded, 
trapped but unreachable in 
the rubble near him. 

Both, however, later suffo- 
cated and died from inhaling 
the smoke of fires that broke 
out in the debris, he said. 

Mr. Choi was found when 
an astounded rescuer work- 
ing an excavator was alerted 
to his presence by his shout: 
“Help me, help me. Tm here, . 
I'm here." 

Mr. Choi's father, 52-year- 
old Choi Bong- Yu I . who had 
been working as a volunteer 
at the site since the collapse, 
said he had kept praying for 


his son. 

In addition to the 158 
dead, 262 are still listed as 
missing and 900 were injured 
in the collapse, which was 
blamed on shoddy construc- 
tion work and illegal mod- 
ifications. 

The hundreds of angry re- 
latives of the missing started 
marching enmasse through 
the rain towards the pres- 
idential Blue House, many of 
them weeping. 

They clashed with hastily 
mobilised riot police, scream- 
ing accusations that the city 
administration had been too 
hasty in giving up hope for 
survivors. 

Television showed the 
crowd beating against the riot 
police's shields and kicking 
them before being driven 
back. 

Meanwhile, prosecutors 
said that a former head of 
Ward Office in Socbo where 
the doomed store was lo- 
cated, Lee Choong-Woo, had 
admitted to accepting tens of 
thousand dollars in bribes 
from Sampoong in return for 
overlooking illegal modifica- 
tions to the building. 

Mr. Lee, who was quizzed 
overnight, was to be formally 
arrested later Sunday for in- 
dictment. 

The prosecutors said they 
would summon the current 
Ward Office head and 
another of his predecessors, 
also on charges of accepting 
kickbacks from the owners of 
the store, who are under 
arrest charged with man- 
slaughter. 


Chiluba Nigerian rulers to 
to expose review coup trial 

niifl 0^0 LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's coup-plot tribunal, w 
JVaUllUa E> military rotors will convene a gan sitting in secret 

meeting this week to consider has finished its wc 
n 1— _ p a coup trial which has been passed sentences, wh 

cLU LIo w S widely condemned abroad, a be subject to confirm 


LUSAKA (AFP) — Zam- 
bian President Frederick Chi- 
luba has said he will release a 
special human rights report 
next month exposing former 
President Kenneth Kaunda’s 
“evil deeds", a local Sunday 
paper reported. 

Mr. Kaunda was last week 
elected leader of the main 
opposition United National 
Independence Party (UN1P) 
and is poised to be Mr. Chilu- 
ba's main challenger at next 
year's presidential and gener- 
al elections. 

The Sunday Mail said Chi- 
luba i old women of his ruling 
Movement for Multi-Party 
Democracy (MMD) who 
went to endorse their support 
for him at State House Satur- 
day that he would like people 
to know what the former 
president and his government 
did. 

"Wc wanted to forget ab- 
out all this, but since some 
people have come back to 
show that they are fit for 
politics, the people of Zam- 
bia should know their real 
characters and their evil 
deeds while in govern ment," 
said Mr. Chiluba- 

Mr. Kaunda. through 
UNIP, ruled Zambia for 27 
years, 18 of them under one* 
parly vlirtalorship until he 
was humiliatingly delealed by 
Mr. Chiluba and the MMD m 
the mnlti*pJit> ejec- 

tions. 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's 
military rulers will convene a 
meeting this week to consider 
a coup trial which has been 
widely condemned abroad, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

Thursday newspaper said 
the governing Provisional 
Ruling Council (PRC) would 
meet to discuss the trial of 
more than two dozen sus- 
pected coup plotters, includ- 
ing former ruler general 
OJusegun Obasanjo. 

The independent paper 
quoted unamed sources as 
saying the PRC meeting 
would be preceded by a 
broader meeting of top milit- 
ary officers. 

There has been no official 
confirmation of the meeting. 
It also is undcar whether the 


coup-plot tribunal, which be- 
gan sitting in secret June 5, 
has finished its work and 
passed sentences, which will 
be subject to confirmation of 
the PRC. 

The West African coun- 
try's military authorities have 
been silent about the trial 
which has become a topic of 
concern for many foreign 
governments and human 
rights bodies who have 
sought fair and open trials for 
those accused of plotting to 
topple the government 
March I. 

Local and foreign news- 
papers say some officers have 
been sentenced to death, Mr. 
Obasanjo has been given 25 
vears 


Mandela seeks to reassure 
Indians, coloured community 


CHATSWORTH, South 
Africa (AFP) — South Afri* 
can President Nelson Mande- 
la 'on Sunday reassured the 
country's Indian and col- 
oured communities that their 
rights would be protected 
tinder the new “affirmative 
action’' policy. 

Speaking in Chatsworth in 
KwaZulu-Natal province. 
Mr. Mandela said the policy, 
aimed at wiping away yean 
of apartheid by socially and 
economically rebalancing the* 
communities, would not Tic at 
the expense of the coloured 
popu! itiun. 

“Affirmative action means 
that all of i hose who were 
excluded now must be given 
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Chemist shows 
how to get blood 
from stone 

LONDON fR) — An Italian 
chemist Hrinb be knows what 
makes “miraculous” statues 
of the Virgin Mary appear to. 
weep blood. Dr. Luigi Gar- 
tascbelli said three ingre- 
dients were needed for weep- 
tug statues that have often 
attracted the Roman Catholic 
faithful — blood, a glazed 
ceramic or plaster statue and 
something sharp like anafl. 
The research chemist said the 
Mood can be poured into the 
hollow body of a porous sta- 
tue which then soaks it up. 
Scratch off a tiny part of the 
glazing and the blood oozes 
out, he said. “When I put this 
to the test, this proved very 
satisfactory, baffling au 
onlookers,” Dr. GarlascheUi 
wrote in the latest issue of 
Chemistry in Britain. Kreran 
Conry, of the Catholic Media 
Office, welcomed his find- 
ings, telling the Sunday Tele- 
graph: “If God wanted to say 
something to us, there are 
more direct ways of doing it. 
The more research there is, 
the better.” 

Elephants at sea 
alarm Islanders 

NAIROBI (AFP) — 
Elephants are getting bad 
press again in Kenya, where 
they already have an unenvi- 
able reputation for being far 
deadlier than lions or croco- 
diles. The latest dash be- 
tween humans and elephants 
occurred when they pranged 
into the Indian Ocean and 
headed for islands two 
kilometres (1.2 miles) 
offshore, the Standard re- 
ported here Friday, under the 
headline “Swimming 
elephants invade.” The daily 
paper told how “the surf- 
loving pachyderms slip into 
the waters off a mainland . 
beach facing the Lamu 
archipelago, sink beneath the 
surface — and raise their 
trunks above the surface as 
they swim across fire channel 
to Man da island.” There, loc- 
al councillors complained, 
the elephants uprooted coco- 
nut palms and mango 
orchards and other food 
crops grown on fire island. 
Officials with fire government 
wildlife service were sur- 
prised by the sudden outburst 
of protests, since the 
elephants have been swim- 
ming across that stretch of 
water for centuries. It was on 
one of their regular migration 
routes,., a spokesman ex- 
plained. The scare about the 
ocean-going tuskers came a 
day after Nairobi's leading 
English-language newspaper 
the Daily Nation reported 
that damage caused by 
elephants was on the in- 
crease. Nine people were kil- 
led by them in 1990 and 40 in 
1992, it reported. The latest 
wildlife service figures show 
15 people killed, mostly by 
trampling, last year. “The 
deaths caused by elephants 
are on the decrease,” sa id 
John Waithaka, head of the 
service's elephants program- 
me. A file of incidents of 
conflict between animals and 
humans has been compiled 
by residents of affected areas 
and various organisations. 
The damages awarded to vic- 
tims are generally held to be 
inadequate and paid too late. 
Since 1992, elephants have 
onerged as responsible for at 
least half the deaths of hu- 
mans caused by wild animals, 
with the toll ascribed to lions 
and crocodiles far behind. A 
still more sensitive issue is the ■ 
envisaged resumption of 
game hunting, which has 
oeen banned in Kenya for 18 
years. The ban might be 
lifted as a way of culling some 
1 ewer-populous species, and 
waithaka confirmed to AFP 
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Dispute over sovereignty blocks 
progress at Russian- Chechen talks 

GROZNY (AFP) — In what Mr. Imayev called of a clause referring to the She is the only eyewitness Sunday, woun 
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Residents of a north Bombay qih m -^ try to 
draw water from a wed as the city continues to 


face mqjor water shortage doe to delayed 
monsoon rates (AFP photo) 


GROZNY (AFP) — 
Chechen and Russian nego- 
tiators remained far apart on 
the issue of Chechenya’s sta- 
tus Sunday as they attempted 
to build on a fragile agree- 
ment to hold elections in the 
breakaway Caucasus repub- 
lic. 

Chechen chief negotiator 
Usman Imayev said the nego- 
tiators would discuss “four 
questions — three disputed 
Russian proposals and one 
Chechen proposal on our 
suggestion on the status of 
Chechenya." 

The head of the Russian 
delegation, Vyacheslav 
Mikhailov, meanwhile told 
reporters that “wd will decide 
the question as provided for 
in the Russian constitution." 

The Chechen side does not 
recognise that it is subject to 
die Russian constitution. 

Earlier the negotiators, 
meeting at the mission of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), reached broad 
agreements on a ceasefire 
and condition^ far 
internationally-monitored 
general elections. 


In what Mr. Imayev called 
a “goodwill gesture" the 
Chechens handed over three 
Russian prisoners of war at 
the start of the session. 

The three, who were cap- 
tured during the Russian 
storming of Grozny at the 
beginning of January, looked 
healthy but frightened. 

Asked in front of Chechen 
and Russian soldiers whether 
they had been well treated, 
one of the prisoners said: 
“We lived where the fighters 
lived. We were under (Rus- 
sian) bombardments, but it 
was okay.” 

Two days ago, the Rus- 
sians gave back four 
Chechens. 

One of the Russian nego- 
tiators, Arkady Volsky, said 
the two sides would examine 
political issues, including 
Chechenya’s status, and eco- 
nomic issues. 

He insisted that the inde- 
pendence issue must be set- 
tled after elections that “re- 
flected people’s wishes in the 
republic.” 

The Russian delegation, he 
added, could propose the 
addition in a final agreement 


of a clause referring to the 
“future status of the repub- 
lic." 

But asked the position of 
President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev's government, 
which is hiding in the Cau- 
casus mountains after seven 
months of war against Rus- 
sian forces, Mr. Imayev said: 
“The status of Chechenya 
was decided in 1991." That is 
the date that Dudayev de- 
clared independence. 

Between 15.000 and 30,000 
people have been killed since 
Moscow poured troops into 
Chechenya in December 
1994 to crush an independ- 
ence bid by forces loyal to 
Mr. Dudayev. Chechenya’s 
population is just 1.2 million. 

The peace talks almost col- 
lapsed Friday after a 
Chechen .family was mas- 
sacred, allegedly by Russian 
soldiers. 

Six people, including two 
children and an infant, were 
shot dead. A seventh, a 
woman in her 30s, was lying 
unconscious inhospital under 
heavy guard, with a bullet 
wound in her head. 


She is the only eyewitness 
to the murders, although 
neighbours said they saw men 
in masks get out of a Russian- 
marked armoured vehicle 
and go into the house, just 
outside Grozny. 

“She’s the only real witness 
and she can’t talk. She’s on 
an artificial respirator,” said 
Luisa Chapanova, the 
woman's niece. 

Security was stepped up at 
the talks Sunday, with streets 
leading to the OSCE office 
closed off by Russian 
armoured cars. 

A crowd of about 100 
Chechen women, who hold 
daily pro-independence de- 
monstrations outside the 
building, were barred entry to 
the area. 

Instead, they gathered in 
the shadow of Russian fight- 
ing vehicles and sang the 
Zikr, a Muslim ritual. Several 
fainted in the heat, as they 
dapped and sang in unison. 

Despite the ceasefire 
accord, Russian military offi- 
cials said Chechen separatists 
attacked Russian military 
posts near three villages in 
.southern. Chechenya .early 


Sunday, wounding three sol- 
diers. ^ 

Russian troops came und’i^j 
fire near Mayrtup, Shatoi am| 
Nizhneye Vedeno. 13 

There were also attacks og 
Russian positions in Groa^ 
itself, the officials said. 

In Moscow, Russian Deptts 
ty Prime Minister Sergei 
Shakhrai said he expected tbcl 
government's choice of .thss 
military option in Checbejiy& 
in December would be vindcS 
cated by the constitutional! 
court, which Monday begirt) 
examining the legality of the? 
decision. .• afb 

“I am sure that these -ac^ 
tions by the president ifq§: 
government were justifi^r 
and necessary,” 
Shakhrai told reporters. 

The Chechen separatists^ 
will not present their case to„ 
the court. 

Mr. Shakhrai acknow!^ 
ledged "guilt" over the fara 
that protracted and ultimate?* 
ly unsuccessful talks with_ti(e n 
Chechen side aimed at find-,, 
ing a political solution haqj 
made the military mrerverfrg 
tion all the more difficult. ■ _ 
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U.S. seeks 
access to 
activist 
detained 
in China 

BEUING (AP) — China’s 
government has sent mixed 
signals about how it will treat 
a Chinese-born U.S. dtizerr 
and human rights activist ac- 
cused of spying, fellow activ- 
ists said Sunday. 

Harry Wu was formally 
charged Saturday with steal- 
ing state secrets and passing 
them to overseas organisa- 
tions. 

The charges, relayed in a 
brief dispatch by the state- 
run Xinhua news agency, 
were the first official word of 
Mr. Wu’s fate jn more than 
10 days. He was taken into 
custody June 19 entering Chi- - 
na!s northwestern Xinjiang 
province from Kazakhstan. * 

U.S. embassy officials, de- 
nied access to Mr. Wu 
throughout his detention, 
hoped to meet with him as 
early as Monday, a State 
Department statement said. 

After being assured a 
meeting at some point would 
be allowed, Arturo Macias, 
the U.S. consul general, 
planned Sunday to travel to 
Wuhan, the central Chinese 
city where Mr. Wu was being 
held. 

The embassy, however, re- 
fused to confirm whether Mr. 
Marias or any representative 
Was going to Wuhan. 

Mr. Wu spent 19 years in 
China's prison labour camps. 
He last Lived in Wuhan, one 
of the reasons he may have 
been charged there, before 
emigrating to the United 
States in 1985 and becoming 
one of the most dogged docu- 
mentations of China's Gulag. 

He repeatedly relumed to 
_ China. A year ago, he in- 
vestigated the execution of 
prisoners -and the reported 
taking of their organs for 
transplants. 

The national archives 
documenting organ trans- 
plants are in Wuhan, said 
Robin Munro a researcher 
wirh the New York-based 
Human Rights Watch-Asia. 

Although the promise of a 
meeting is hopeful, the 
charges Mr. Wu faces are 
among China's most serious. 

Espionage is classified as a 
"counterrevolutionary” 

. crime and is punishable by 
death. Its definition was 
broadened in a 1993 law and 
encompasses the obtaining of 
state secrets and then passing 
them to foreign organisa- 
tions. 

“A mixed stance, has been 
taken tiy the Chinese author- 
ities," said Mr. Munro. “In 
their heart of hearts they 
want to treat him as a 
Chinese, but higher levels 
probably recognise he is a 
foreign national." 

A key to discerning Chi- 
na's intents is how it handles 
the consular meeting with 
Mr. Wu, said Jeffrey Fiedler, 
a director of Mr. Wu’s 
California-based Laogai Re- 
search Foundation. 

Mr. Wu has been an effec- 
tive lobbyist 'in Washington 
and many members of Con- 
gress count him as a friend. 
Mr. Fiedler expects that 
Capitol Hill will "explode" 
this week. 

“The Chinese have de- 
cided they want to make this 
a high-profile case." Mr. 
Fiedler said.. "What 1 don’t 
understand is, is it that they 
hate Harry Wu or that they 
want to” humiliate the Gin- 
ton administration? 


French navy closes on Greenpeace 
Rainbow Warrior 1 1 vessel 


ON BOARD RAINBOW 
WARRIOR II (AFP) — 
Four French navy vessels fol- 
lowed Rainbow Warrior II 
and another Greenpeace ves- 
sel Sunday as they dosed on 
the military exclusion zone 
around France's nudear test 
site in the Pacific. 

Three of the vessels were 
around the Greenpeace 
flagship and a fourth was 
shadowing a 12-metre-yacht, 
the Vega, that joined Rain- 
bow Warrior II en route for 
Moruroa Atoll on Saturday, 
a spokeswoman for the group 
said on-board. 

The two environment pro- 
test vessels were headed very 
slowly toward the 12- 
riautical-mile (20-kilometre) 
exclusion zone that France 
has declared around Murur- 
oa. 

Rainbow Wanior EE has 
been tailed by the French 
frigate Vendemiaire for 
several days. France has also 
put in place navy commandos 
to intercept any attempt by 
Greenpeace activists to reach 
the nuclear test site. 

Other French vessels were 
waiting for Greenpeace at the 
edge of the military exclusion 
zone and in Mururoa. 

Admiral Philippe Euverte, 
military commander on 


Mururoa, said his anti- 
Greenpeace force was com- 
pleted with the arrival of the 
patrol vessel La Railleuse, 
which is carrying the ISO 
commandos. A smaller patrol 
vessel, the Revi, was also in 
place. 

He said the commandos 
would intercept any Green- 
peace inflatable Zodiac boats 
that tried to get close to the 
atoll, where a new series of 
eight nudear tests are due to 
start in September. 

Commandos were used to 
stop Greenpeace activists on 
a similar mission in 1992. But 
Adm- Euverte said Friday 
there was “absolutely no 
need to use weapons” against 
Greenpeace, which had 
shown its “purely peaceful 
intentions':” . , 

Greenpeace has also said it 
does not seek a confrontation 
with the French navy, but 
tension was mounting on the 
flagship after two other milit- 
ary vessels appeared on the 
Rainbow. Warrior radar 
screen. , 

Activists loaded food and 
fuel on the Zodiacs in prepa- 
ration for any operation. 
Anti-nuclear banners were 
also put on the side of Rain- 
bow Warrior II. 


Rainbow Warrior II and 
the Vega, which has been 
used in past Greenpeace op- 
erations in the South Pacific, 
have also been joined by a 
Viking-style longboat char- 
tered by Danish anti-nuclear 
activists. 

David MacTaggart, Green- 
peace’s former executive 
director, made an appeal for 
“all small ships” in the Pacific 
to converge on Mururoa. 

The veteran anti-nuclear 
campaigner said he was de- 
termined to breach the milit- 
ary exclusion zone “as I have 
done in the past.” 

“Small ships from 7 New 
Zealand, Australia, all 
around die Pacific, could 
oome here, in Muruora, even 
if they stay outside of die 12 
nautical mile zone," said Mr. 
MacTaggart. “They will have 
to put a war ship on each." 

Rainbow Warrior il 
neared Mururoa just ahead 
of Monday's 10th anniversary 
of the sinking of the original 
Rainbow Warrior by French 
military agents in Auckland 
harbour. 

Greenpeace planned to 
mark the anniversary in Au- 
ckland with a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the site of die 
bombing and a vigil outside 
the French consulate. 


On July 10, 1985 the agents 
stuck a mine to the ship. One 
crewman, Fernando Pereira, 
a photographer, was killed 
when the vessel blew up and 
sank before it could set sail 
for Mururoa. 

France called a morator- 
ium on its tests in 1992. But 
it's decision to resume tests 
has sparked international in- 
dignation. Greenpeace and 
many Pacific nations have ex- 
pressed fears about the en- 
vironmental impact. Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac says the 
tests are necessary to safe- 
guard France's nuclear deter- 
rent ahead of a comprehen- 
sive test ban treaty next year. 

Meanwhile, French scien- 
tists were at loggerheads over 
the potential damage of the 
explosions. ' . 

Piefre Vincent, a professor 
ait a volcanic research centre 
in the French city of 
Clermont-Ferrand, said the 
tests risked cracking open a 
dormant underground volca- 
no and releasing radioactive 
pollution. 

But Christian Lepareur, 
scientific director of the 
French Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, said ,on Mururoa 
that such claims were 
"crazy." 


Khmer Rouge shells rattle 
buildings in Battambang 


BATTAMBANG, Cambo- 
dia (AFP) — Explosions 
from incoming Khmer Rouge 
shells shook buildings early 
Sunday morning in the cen- 
tre - of this town, Cambodia’s 
second largest, as the govern- 
ment sent in large numbers of 
troops to help battle the guer- 
rillas. 

An estimated 1,700 rein- 
forcements have arrived in 
northwest Battambang pro- 
vince from several other pro- 
vinces over the past several 
days to take part in what is 
expected to be a concerted 
push by the military to retake 
the governmenjt base at 
Treng about 42 kilometres 
southwest of Battambang 
town. . 

Included among the rein- 
forcements were at least six 
teenage boys'" aged 13 to 17 
who are part of the Battam- 


bang provincial militia, a boy 
who said he was 17 told AFP, 
adding that he hoped to do 
his part to rout the rebels. 

The Khmer Rouge took 
Treng, the fast government 
position bn National Route 
10 before the rebel's stron- 
ghold of Pailin near the Thai 
border, last Tuesday after 
fierce fighting. 

Though fighting and shell- 
ing have subsided since 
Thursday as both sides dig in 
and prepare for the other's 
next move, the Khmer Rouge 
have begun to shell areas 
quite close to Battambang 
town from the outlying dis- 
trict of Banan. 

At least 10 shells hit the 
outskirts of Battambang early 
Friday and Saturday night, 
shaking buildings in the 
town’s centre, though no in- 
juries were reported. 



NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

P.O.BOX 154, Khalda, Amman 
Tel.8271 51,2,3,4 Fax.816894 


Applications, are invited from experienced, qualified , 
teachers for the following subject areas for the start of 
the new academic year (August 1 995). 


a. Economics to IGCSE and “A" level 

b. Mathematics to IGCSE level 

c. History to fGCSE and “A” level 

, i 

Interested candidates should apply by letter, enclosing 
a curriculum vitae together ‘.with the names, 
addresses, telephone and fax numbers of two 
professional referees. Application packages should 
be sent to the Director General, New English School, 
P.O. Bax 154, Khalda, Amman, by .fee/. 12, . July 
at the latest. Candidates selected to come to 
interview will be notified as soon as possible after this 
date. 


Cali cartel leader arrested 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— A man. reputed to be one 
of Colombia's most violent 
cocaine traffickers has sur- 
rendered to police, the fifth 
alleged kingpin of the Cali 
cartel to wind up behind bars 
in one month. 

Phanor Arizabaleta, a 57- 
year-old rancher whose face 
is on thousands of wanted 
posters, turned himself in 
Saturday at the Bogota 
offices of the DAS, Col- 
ombia's secret police, said 
DAS Director Ramiro Be- 
jarano. 

Mr. Arizabaleta, dressed 
in a blue striped suit and a tie 
and with his hands cuffed in 
front of him. was paraded by 
gun-toting police before a 
throng of journalists. He re- 
fused to answer their ques- 


tions. 

When the alleged trafficker 
surrendered, he announced 
to police that be wanted to 
“submit to the rigors of jus- 
tice.” according to the DAS. 

“I will answer to the 
accusations made against 
me... and am sure I can prove 
my innocence,” Mr. Ariza- 
baleta reportedly said. 

The Cali cartel, which sup- 
plies 80 per cent of the 
world’s cocaine and also ex- 
ports heroin, has been hit 
almost daily by police raids in 
recent months. 

In the past month, two Cali 
cartel kingpins have been 
arrested and three, including 
Mr. Arizabaleta, have sur- 
rendered. Two other Cartel 
leaders remain at large. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


The Amman Marriott Hotel 
‘is seeking to hire a sales secretary 
with the following qualifications: 

Excellent command 

of English and Arabic 

Typing skills both English and Arabic 

Computer knowledge 

Office organization / Filing 

Apply in person 
to the Personnel Department. 


--AMMAN 

JMrnott 

WTO 

Tel: 607607 P.O.Box 926333 


Northern Irish police 
block marchers 
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PORTADOWN, Northern 
Ireland, (Agencies) — Riot 
police blocked a protest de- 
monstration by Catholic 
nationalists in Porta down on 
Sunday to prevent any con- 
frontation with Northern 'Ire- 
land’s ultra-British Protestant 
“Orange Order.” 

Sectarian tension sur- 
rounding annual parades that 
commemorate ancient victor- 
ies over Irish Catholics is 
fuelling anxiety over the Brit-, 
ish province's shaky 10- 
month peace effort. 

Catholics in the country 
Armagh Town of Portadown 
were angry at that they said 
was a provocative plan by 500 
Orangemen to parade later in 
the day behind marching 
bands with banners flying 
through their staunchly 
natio nalis t district. 

Catholics say province- 
wide Orange Order demon- 
strations, culminating in mas- 
sive parades next Wednes- 
day, are displays of “secta- 
rian triumphalism." 

Orange leaders reject the 
charges and say they are com- 
mitted to religious freedom . 
for all and that the objectois 
refuse to acknowledge Pro- 
testants' right to their British 


culture. 

Hundreds of police were 
drafted into predominantly 
Protestant town to control 
the rival demonstrations. 

As a squad of riot police on 
foot and m T Jaclevers dosed 
off a narrow street leading 
from a Catholic enclave, 
senior police said the protes- 
ters were being stopped be- 
cause their march would 
spark sectarian dashes. 

Police said they had not yet 
dedded whether to permit 
the Orange Order march, 
scheduled to start about three 
hours later, to pass by Catho- 
lic housing estates at Gar- 
vaghy road. 

Brendan Mac Cionnaith 
told police that the 100 
Catholics protesters wanted 
to march to the local Orange 
Order headquarters to hand 
in a letter urging the Orange- 
men to reroute the march 
away from the Nationalist 
Area. 

Police Superintendent 
James Blair told him: “If I 
allow this march to go any 
further I anticipate serious 
public disorder. I direct -that 
all the people who are here 
disperse immediately.” 


Subway attack suspects detained 


TOKYO (AFP) — Police 
plan more charges against 
Aum Supreme Truth cult 
leader ■ Snoko Asahara and 
have detained two disciples 
near the top of a wanted list 
over the Tokyo nerve gas 
attack, reports said Sunday. 

Asahara, already charged 
with masterminding the 
March 20 Sarin gas attack 
that killed 11 people and 
injured 5,500, is expected to 
be charged over a Sarin last 
year at the city of Matsnmo- 
to, the Asabi Shimbun said. 


The attack in June 1994 left 
seven people dead and some 
600 injured. 

Mr. Asahara, 40, is also 
being held on suspicion of 
ordering one follower to 
strangle another Aum mem- 
ber in January last year and 
violating the pharmaceutical 
and chemical control law. 

Two Aum members 
wanted over the March sub- 
way attack were arrested 
near Tokyo Sunday, news re- 
ports said. 

The reports, which were 


Unrest cost £8 .million 

Meanwhile, police saii£| 
damage caused -in last week's# 
disturbances in Northern Ire- 
land following foe early rer^: 
lease of a British soldier con^ 
victed of murder has beeofj 
estimated at eight million^ 
pounds ($12 million). ^ 

The release of Private Leer-, 
' Qegg, sentenced to life for 
the shooting of a joyrider in, 5 
1990, sparked a week of de;Q 
monstrations throughout^ 
Northern Ireland as protest ■■ 
tors demanded equal dementi 
cy for paramilitaries impiis^ 
(Hied on muxder charges. ^ 

Several vehicles were se^ 
alight in continuing unrest* 
•veraight Saturday, police^ 
said. 

Meanwhile a councillor fo%b 
the moderate Catholic Sodafeg 
Democratic and Labour Pari- 
ty, Hugh Lewsley, was takei^-. 
to hospital Saturday after 
being beaten by eight men! 

Mr. Lewsley, well-knowrf® 1 
for his outspoken criticism 
sectarian violence, accused,® 
the Irish Republican Army 
attacking him. 

“I will continue to con- 
demn violence from where-^ 
ver it comes,” he said. *' 
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not confirmed by the authors 
•ties, identified the Aum fofcib 
lowers as Noboru Nakamurasria 
29, and Satoru Hashimokojva 
.28. Six other Aum members! 
suspected of involvement insw 
the subway attack are on a to 
wanted list that has been* 
distributed nationwide. :cO 
- jsd 

Mainichi Shimbun re-edt 
ported that police were ex-T 
peered to question more than — 
20 Aum members soon on-v 
suspicion of illegally mami-ap* 
faemring automatic rifles. . 
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Making mockery of peace 


ISRAEL'S USE of the internationally banned 
‘’flecbette" (dart) shells in an attack against a 
village in South Lebanon late Saturday raises 
Key questions about the very essence of the 
peace and coexistence that the Jewish state says 
it is seeking in the Middle East. 

For one thing, the use of the banned 
ammunition underlines Israel’s blatant 
disregard of international conventions and 
charters on peacetime and wartime behaviour. 

For another, Israel- does not seem to have 
recognised the reality that peaceful coexistence 
with the Arabs cannot be attained through 
attacks on innocent civilians. 

The death of two Lebanese sisters in the 
attack and the injuries sustained by their 
siblings as they were having dinner at home 
will remain a deep wound in the hearts and 
minds of the Lebanese, with whom Israel 
claims it is seeking to establish good 
neighbourly relations. 

Indeed, the Israeli justification for attacking 
South Lebanese villages is the resistance 
attacks Lebanese fighters are putting up against 
the Jewish state's continued occupation of a 
border enclave in South Lebanon. But put in a 
balance where international norms and laws 
count, it is the right of the Lebanese, regardless 
of their affiliation or political ideology, to resist 
the Israeli occupation of their land. United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 425 of 
1979 clearly establishes the fact that Israel is 
occupying Lebanese territory and calls upon 
.the Jewish state to unconditionally relinquish 
the land. * 

It pains us in Jordan to see Arab blood 
spilled anywhere, least of all from Israeli 
bullets. It is a fact that Israel should remember 
as it strenuously pursues normalisation of 
relations between its people and Jordanians. 

What we would like to see is IsraeFaccepting 
the long-standing offer by the Lebanese 
government to ensure the security of northern 
Israeli regions through establishing a strong 
army presence in the south of Lebanon as part 
of confidence-building measures ahead of a 
comprehensive peace accord. Lest the Israelis 
have forgotten, an immediate Israeli evacuation 
of Lebanese territory is a precondition for the 
offer. 

The Lebanese authorities have proved that 
they ii.-e capable of maintaining law and order 
in the country, five years after the devastating 
civil war ended. To demand that the Lebanese 
government disarm guerrillas in South 
Lebanon before Israel and Lebanon make peace 
is a simple non-starter. If anything, any such 
move by the Beirut government as long as 
Israelis troops continue to occupy the so-called 
“security zone” would trigger a backlash 
throughout the country that the Lebanese army 
would not be able to contain. 

An Israeli acceptance of the Lebanese offer 
to ensure the security of the Jewish state’s 
northern borders if and when the Israeli army 
leaves the area would go a .long way in 
instilling confidence that Israel is indeed 
serious in its drive to make peace with its 
neighbours.. And such confidence and more 
of it is what Israel needs most as it goes about 
legitimising its presence as a member of the 
Middle Eastern regional order. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in AJ Ra'i Sunday deplored Turkey's repeated 
incursions into Iraqi territory to attack Kurdish positions, 
saving that such attacks constitute a serious threat to Iraq in 
general and to the Kurdish community in particular. 
Thousands of Kurdish families are displaced as a result of 
the recent attack, which failed to achieve its purpose as did 
the previous incursions, said Mahmoud A1 Rimawi. Instead 
of putting an end to Kurdish attacks on Turkish positions, 
Turkey's repeated raids inside the Iraqi territory have 
succeeded only in creating social and humanitarian prob- 
lems for the Kurds and the world community, added the 
writer. Backed by its affiliation to the NATO alliance, 
Turkey pursues its drive to crack down on the Kurds with 
total disregard to humans that get killed or displaced in the 
operations, added the writer. Saying that Turkey was 
exploiting the present inter-fighting between Kurdish 
factions, the writer said that Ankara is launching its war on 
the Kurds not only in Iraq but also those inside Turkey 
itself with the ultimate goal of eliminating any hope of the 
27 million Kurds living in Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Iran of 
ever creating their own entity or nation. He said that it is 
ironic to hear the United States and other Western powers 
supporting Ankara's repression against the Kurds, a stand 
that contradicts these powers' former claim that Turkey 
was creating a safe haven for Kurds fleeing alleged Iraqi 
repression. 


Human Rights File 


By Dr- Waleed Sa’di 


Rights and duties: ^ delicate balance 


More 

peoples and 
more 


countries 
are showing 
more 

respect for 
human 
rights. But 
there are 


grey areas 
about the 
issue that 
would tax 
the patience 
of experts 


HUMAN RIGHTS of all sorts are mushrooming under the 
ever expanding umbrella of human rights. Now we have 
human rights to eat, drink, play and to marry, to cite only a 
few examples of new human rights. This is not to mention 
basic human rights that have already been codified in 
human rights instruments. The problem lies not here but 
rather in delineating the difference between a right and a 
duty. Take for example education. Is it just a right to get 
education at least through the primary and secondary levels 
or is it much more than that? 1 rather think of education as 
a duty as well in the sense that people are duty-bound to 
educate their children provided, of course, that their 
government has also undertaken its end of the bargain by 
making education available at affordable costs to its 
people. Education is just one simple example where rights 
and duties coincide or overlap or even complement one 
another. 

Surely there are other samples of human rights that are 
also human duties. Take, for example, the right to voce. 
Many societies have expanded this right to make it a duty 
as well.- Democracy, it is being repeatedly alleged, cannot 
progress to its logical conclusion Without the full participa- 
tion of the public. Many countries have enacted legislation 
to make voting an obligation that eligible voter cannot 
escape from with impunity. Other states have chosen 
otherwise by insisting that voting is a right that cannot be 
imposed by law. In countries where there is a jury system of 
trials, it has become the duty of all citizens to answer the 
call for this legal obligation under the penalty of the law. 

So as we continue to expand the horizon of human rights 
to include aspects or dimensions of alls sorts, there will 
come a time when we need to be clear as to where rights' 
.end and duties begin. With the increasing awareness of the 
value or rather the necessity of healthy environment; many 
countries have opted to make smoking in public places 
illegal. So the right to smoke anywhere has gone down the 
drain because it contradicted with the right of others to be 
free from the effects of secondary smoking. The rights to 
smoke has thus turned around to become the duty of not 
smoking in public places. 1 


right to marry could be an example. ^JS52P°Si 
Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights (IOCPR). 

exam ple, has stipulated that individual of a marrying ag 
have the right to many. Docs this mean that every person 
who has attained the age of puberty has an inherent ngni to 
many? Since this right cannot be exercised in a vacuum, 
does it follow that the state is duty-bound to make me 
exercise of this right possible? How about the nghts to 
walk, run, swim and wear clothes? One’s imagination can 
get wild in trying to spell out all sorts of human rights over 
and above the obvious ones. A very difficult category ot 
human rights is over the right to establish associations and 
become a member thereof. Can civil servants have the right 
to form associations to protect their interests and promote 
their welfare. How about the military? The world is near 
divided on the right of the military to vote in genera 
elections. Gose to our turf, Israeli soldiers take part in 
Knesset elections. So do soldiers in Western military 
establishments. In the developing world, there has been 
fears that allowing the military to exercise a political role 
-would end up politicising it and make soldiers tools, for 
competing political parties or factions. Our experiences in 
the Middle East are such that would make us think twice 
before we permit our soldiers to vote. Still, the subject 
continues to be controversial with no dear answers on how 
best to proceed; 


To sum up, human rights are an ever expanding subject 


almost like die cosmos. The big bang occurred in 1948 
when the Universal Declaration on Human Rights was 


There are grey areas that would surely tax the patience of 
people engaged in the development of human rights. The 


when the Universal Declaration on Human Rights was 
adopted by the U.N. General Assembly. Ever since, many 
international bodies r werc created and each one attempted 
to expand -in its own way the dimensions and scope of 
human rights. 

Under the heading of economic, sodal and political 
rights, the sky is the limit as to how far we can go to expand 
the mandate of human rights. That is why we most all get 
busy understanding the human rights jurisprudence that 
has already been developed by many specialised groups 
before we can expect to come into full grips with the 
subject. This calls for a specialised examination and 
pursuit. 


M. KAHIL 
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Europe: Towards 
Mediterranean 


an active 


policy 


By Giles Merritt 


CAIRO — Less than 25 
kilometres from downtown 
Cairo, and the skyscrapers 
that have sprouted along 
the banks of the Nile, the 
visitor encounters peasant 
villages that are not so 
much poor as abjectly 
squalid. The sight and smell 
of these collections • of 
hovels, devoid of sanitation 
and power, is a sharp re- 
minder that the average 
Egyptian’s income is $600 a 
year. Small wonder that the 
fundamentalists of the out- 
lowed Islamic Brotherhood 
have growing popular sup- 
port. 

Communities such as 
these are more than a threat 
to the political stability of 
Egypt. The hundreds of 
thousands of poverty strick- 
en cities, towns and villages 
of the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean are a threat 
to die security and prosper- 
ity of Europe. 

The risk now being asses- 
sed by Europe’s policymak- 
ers is that waves of mass 
migration and increasingly 
violent unrest o rchestrated 
by "political Islam" could 
spell serious trouble for the 
European Union (EU). 

To different degrees, 
both countries are stimulat- 
ing European concern that 
Islamic politics will spill 
over into Europe. 

The Union's response is 
to be a Mediterranean 
suategy almost as ambi- 
tious as the economic assist- 
ance effort that followed 
the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and the collapse of com- 
munism. 

The drive to underwrite 
stability in Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Un- 
ion has seen as estimated 
S100 billion in international 


funding there in the past 
five years. The European 
Union has matched its cash 
with a significant policy 
rethink, so Poland. Hun- 


gary. Slovakia and the 
Czech Republic may be full 
EU members within five or 


six years. 

Europ’s decision to treat 
the threat of Mediterraean 
instability as seriously as it 
did the post-Soviet situation 
reflects a new awareness 
that the economic gap be- 
tween it and its poor neigh- 
bours across the Mediterra- 
nean is widening danger- 
ously fast. 

By 2025 the number of 
people living in the Islamic 
crescent that reaches from 
Casablanca to Istanbul will 
have grown from 200 mil- 
lion today to more than 300 
million. Few economists 
would dare to guess at 
where the present 15-to-l 
ratio between European 
and southern Mediterra- 
nean incomes will stand by 
then. 

The vicious cirde pro- 
duced by rising birthrates 
and falling incomes has 
been compounded by the 
way Europe turned its back 
on the Mediterranean 
basin, both politically and 
economically. America's 
lead role in the Arab Israeli 


member states. 

So sleepy and inefficient 
have many of the Arab eco- 
nomies become that they 
barely trade with one 
another. State-owned in- 
dustries abound, and have 
been able to resist stream- 
lining and modernisation. 
Inward investment has 
slowed to a trickle, so much 
so that the Arab countries 
of the Mediterranean cur- 
rently receive a mere 3 per 
cent of the corporate invest- 
ments made each year in all 
of tite Third World. Arab 
investors also spurn the re- 


gion. 

Egyptian-owned assets in 
foreign holdings, for inst- 
ance, are reckoned at $60 
billion, yet less than $500 
million flowed into Egypt in 
total investment spending 
last year. 

If the $2,000 billion in 
funds held by all Arab 
countries, including those 
of the Gulf, were to be 
mobilised, perhaps the 
Mediterranean economies 
could be kick-startcd into a 
growth pattern that would 
attack soaring unemploy- 
ment and backward tech- 
nologies. But Arab solidar- 
ity is unlikely ever to extend 
that far. 


peace process ensured that 
Europe remained politically 
distant, while economically 
Europe's corporations have 
been attracted to richest 
markets elsewhere. 

The result is that 
Europe's trade with Alger- 
ia, Morocco, Tunisia. 
Libya, Egypt. Israel, the 
Palestinian autonomous 
territories. Jordan. Syria. 
Lebanon, Cyprus, Malta 
and Turkey is equivalent to 
less than 7 percent of the 
trade done betweent he EU 


The strategy now being 
put together by the Euro- 
pean Union takes a diffe- 
rent approach. The key is to 
be the creation of a Euro* 
Mediterranean free trade 


area. 

Rather than negotiate its 
terms on bloc with the Arab 
countries, the Union has 
begun to establish bilateral 
pacts The first to be com- 
pleted was with Tunisia, 
and others are under discus- 
sion. 

. The European Commis- 
sion in Brussels believes 


that once these bilateral 
association agreements are 
in place, a de facto trading 
zone will have been cre- 
ated. U will be comparable, 
say the Eurocrats, to 
EFTA, the European Free 
Trade Association, which 
for many years paralleled 
the European Community. 

The strategy will be fine- 
tuned at a Euro- 
Mediterranean ministerial 
conference in Barcelona on 
Nov. 27 and 28 that will 
bring the 15 EU govern- 
ments together with those 
of the 12 Mediterranean 
partners, including Israel. 

As well as the trade 
pacts, which will take up to 
12 years to become full- 
fledged, the Union is plan- 
ning to boost its spending in 
the area substantially. It 
will shift the emphasis away 
from aid, and parti cualrly 
project aid, to much more 
technical assistance in areas 
like privatisation, training 
and knr -how transfers. A 
top prL . ity will be to help 
entrepreneurs in these 
countries adjust to the chill 
winds of free trade with 
Europe. 

The aim is to open up to 
international trade and in- 
vestment economies that 
, have for too long been 
closed and protected by 
their governments. The S3 
billion or so a year that the 
Union will be spending 
directly and in the form of 
soft loans from its Euro- 
pean Investment Bank is 
intended to bring the 
Mediterranean partners 
into a wider economic area, 
and at the same time to 
create a new “zone of 
Security." 

A number of doubts and 
unanswered questions hang- 
over this European initia- 
tive. Will the Union pour in 


the sort of resources 
needed, and put together 
something resembling the 
Phare development and 
assistance programme that 
has made such an impact in 
. Eastern Europe? Creating 
the organisational structure 
for such a long-term 
strategy is expensive and 
complicated. It is far from 
certain that the political will 
exists in the higher reaches 
of the Union, for there is no 
£round5well of public opin- 
ion demanding a Mediterra- 
nean strategy. 


So far, the Mediterra- 
nean effort has chiefly been 


driven by France, Spain and 
Italy. What signs are there 


that the northern European 
member states of the Un- 
ion, and Germany in par- 
ticular, will commit them- 
selves to a 15-year under- 
taking that could eventually 
overtake the Union’s 
spending in Eastern 
Europe? 


The creation of a new 
Mediterranean order re- 
quires more than jnst 
another EU assistance 
programme. The heart , of 
the matter is cultural. ’ If 
Europe’s Arab neighbours 
have decided that they want 
to be part of this wider 
Mediterranean, community 
they must quickly set about 
turning themselves into 
open, pluralistic and demo- 
cratic societies. And Euro- 
pcans have to reeducate 
themselves to abandon fear 

WbrkL* 1 ™ 51 ° f lhC MuS,im 
Until the Mediterra- 
wan s religious and cultural 
divide can be bridged it k 

- 'he economic 

gulf will be narrowed. 
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SudaiL 

West at 
odds over 
terrorism 
charges 


m 


By Sarnia Nakhoul 

Reuter - 


KHARTOUM — Sudan’s 

Islamist- backed govern- 1 
ment has rejected Western 
charges it is a haven for 
terrorists and challenged its 
opponents to come np with 
evidence to back their*, 
claims. 

The mutual accusations 
resurfaced when Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said a- Sudanese national 
masterminded the failed 
attempt on hislife in Addis - 
Ababa last week. 

Sudan has denied any in- 
volvement and said it was 
proven innocent by an 
Ethiopian announcement 
that frve of the gunmen in 
the shooting were all Egyp- 
tians. 

Bnt Western diplomats 
say they have enough evi- 
dence that “terrorist and 
violent extremist groups" 
are active in Sudan, includ- 
ing Egypt's A 1 Gamas AJ 
Islamiya (Islamic Group), 
which on Tuesday claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
on Mr. Mubarak. 

“Our concern is that 
these groups are based 
here. This is a safe haven 
for these groups. They are 
free to move, free to travel 
and they live securely. The 
Sudanese government is 
clearly proriding support to 
them," one Western diplo- 
mat said. 

Last August Sudan extra- ' 
dited to France the ndto- " 
rious guerrilla IHicb 
Ramirez Sanchez, better 
known by his nom-de- 
guerre Carlos the Jackal. 

Khartoum said its action 
bad 'proved wrong the 
charges that it hari>ours 
militants, and urged the ’ 
United States to remove it 
from a list of states accused 
of sponsoring terrorism. 

Other radical groups in 
• Sudan include "Egypt**'" 
Jihad (Holy Struggle), Abu 
Nidal, the militant Palesti- 
nian Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad, and Lebanon's H5z- 
boliab, the diplomat said. 

Egypt, Sudan's northern 
neighbour, has often, ac- 
cused Khartoum of training 
Muslim militant groups and 
spiriting them across the 
border to cany out attacks. 
Uganda and Eritrea -have 
also accused Khartoum of 
supporting rebel move- 
ments. 

Asked this week if his 
country was harbouring ter- 
rorists, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Gbazi Saiah 
Al Din Atabani replied: 
“What’s the criteria, what’s ’ 
the rule, what’s the defini- 
tion?" 

“If you are talking about 
Palestinian groups like. 
Hamas... ask the Arabs if 
they consider these groups 
as terrorists. These people 
are not terrorists, they are 
freedom fighters.” 

“We do not keep any 
terrorist in Sudan. We do 
not harbour terrorist groups 
here. If they have evidence 
let them produce it." Mr, 
Atabani said. 

Sudanese officials argue 
that Muslim guerrillas fight- 
mg Israeli forces or secular 
Arab leaders are legjtimate- 
*y defending themselves 
and Islam. It is the duty of 
an Islamic country aspiring 
for a world ruled by Sharia 
(Islamic law) to give shelter 
to any Muslim threatened 
•or his faith, they say 

Hassan Al Tourabli 


Sudan s most influential re - 


hgious figure, says Muslims 
ate entitled to use force 
onder certain circumst- 
ances. 
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Palestinian trade unions and the autonomy 


By Graham Usher 

MOST ISRAELI and 
Palestinian analyses have 
focused on the territorial 
and security implications of 
Israel’s separation .policy. 
But the economic scenarios 
raised by separation are 
likely to be no less harmful 
to Palestinians’ national 
claims of withdrawal and 
sovereignty. For what “eco- 
nomic separation" augurs is 
not an eventual disengage- 
ment of the Israeli and 
Palestinian economies in 
the occupied territories, but 
their reintegration, realised 
via an Israeli-driven reloca- 
tion of Palestinians' most 
precious economic com- 
modity — labour. Israel 
and the Palestine National 
Authority’s (PNA) chosen 
instrument far this restruc- 
turing are “industrial 
zones.” 

On June 8, Sami Hulaila, 
an official of the Palestinian 
Economic Council for De- 
velopment and Reconstruc- 
tion (PECDAR) 
announced that the PNA 
and Israel had agreed to 
establish nine industrial 
zones inside the Palestinian 
autonomous, areas, with 
three in Gaza and six in the 
West Bank. Each costing 
around $70-100 million 
(and paid for by different 
donor countries), the aim of 
the zones is to create 30,000 
new Palestinian jobs over 
the next three years. Israel,, 
says Mr. Hulaila. will be 
responsible for the zones’ 
infrastructure and security, 
the PNA for their "land, 
legal supervision and 
labour.” 

This last is the crucial 
component. With Palesti- 
nian unemployment cur- 
rently running at 30 per 
cent in the West Bank and 
50 per cent in Gaza, the 
zones’ chief draw for pri- 
vate capital is going to be 
the vast reserves of jobless 
Palestinians that surround 
them. ‘‘Palestinians, land 
and soil is open for you all 
to come and invest." Yasser 
Arafat told a gathering of 
business people in Amman 
on May 24. "We will give 
you whatever- incentives 


and facilities yon need to 
ensure your security and 
profit." 

The prime incentive, 
clearly, is profit, delivered 
and ensured by a branch- 
plant economy based on 
super-exploitation. But the 
condition for this is that 
Palestinian labour remain 
in the autonomy what it had 
become under the occupa- 
tion — a low-wage and un- 
organised workforce, an 
underclass. 

Palestinian workers’ 
political weakness 

On the face of it, this is a 
dangerous assumption, 
since by far the strongest 
potential economic sector 
in the occupied territories is 
the Palestinian working 
class. According to the 
Democracy and Workers' 
Rights Centre (DWRC) in 
the West Bank, in April 
1993 the Palestinian labouF 
force consisted of 339,000 
workers, with 90,000 work- 
ing in the West Bank. 

60,000 in Gaza and a col- 
ossal 189,000 in Israel. Yet 
both before the Oslo agree- 
ment and after, the political . 
sway of such economic mus- 
cle was almost wholly de- 
bilitated. There were three 
main reasons for this. 

First, due to the occupa- 
tion and the chronic econo- 
mic dependency on Israel it 
produced, Palestinian 
workers comprise, in the 
opinion of labour journalist 
Joost Hibernian, “a nascent 
mi grant- worker class of 
predominantly nationalist 
orientation." The typical . 
nature of their work in both 
Israel and the territories has 
been casual, informal, un- 
skilled and itinerant, with 
all the attendant problems 
this has for effective trade 
union organisation. Palesti- 
nian workers have also his- 
torically viewed their main 
adversary as less their own ' 
bourgeoisie than the milit- 
ary occupation. When they 
did take collective action, 
as during the uprising, class 
demands were subordinate 
to nationalist demands. The 
upshot was — -and is — an 
’ extremely Jow level oftra/de~'- 


union consciousness. 

Second, since Oslo, 
Palestinian workers in 
Israel have been reeling 
from an unprecedented 
onslaught on their jobs and 
livelihood. From April 1993 
onwards, Israel has repe- 
atedly dosed the territories 
not just as a collective 
punishment for Palestinian 
"security'’ offences, but as 
a means of segregating 
Gaza and the West Bank 
from "sovereign” Israel and 
from each other, to whittle 
down the number of 
Palestinian workers inside 
the Green Line. By April 
1995, Israel had imported 
over 60,000 foreign workers 
from Southeast Asia and 
Eastern Europe to do the 
jobs Palestinians once did. 
so that today there are no 
more than 28,000 Palesti- 
nians from the occupied ter- 
ritories employed inside 
Israel. The result is massive 
Palestinian unemployment, 
and a fall in annual income 
earned in Israel from $920 
million to £400,000 in 1994. 

Third, the official Palesti- 
nian trade union movement 
has been hindered by PLO 
factionalism. Prior to Oslo, 
there were no fewer than 
three “general” trade union 
federations operating in the 
territories: A Fateh- 
controlled union in Gaza 
and two in the West Bank, 
one a bloc made up of 
Fateh, Palestine People’s 
Party arid Popular Front 
unions and the other 
aligned with the Democra- 
tic Front. Riven by political 
disputes, the federations 
competed with each other 
for members, patronage 
and turf. The result was a 
spread of factional unions 
across the territories that 
was in inverse ratio to their 
influence among Palesti- 
nian workers. By 1993, 
there were 161 "political" 
unions in the West Bank 
and Gaza, but with a com- 
bined membership of no 
more than 6,000, most of 
whom were factionally 
affiliated. 

Oslo appeared to instill a 
degree of realism on 
Palestinian unions, though 
^without challenging their 


factional bases. In October 
1993, the three federations 
agreed to unify their ranks 
on condition that general 
elections, based on prop- 
ortional representation, 
would be held for a new 
executive by February 
1995. This has not hap- 
pened. Neither elections 
nor the unification — says 
one trade union member in 
the Gaza federation — is 
“anywhere on * the hori- 
zon.” On the contrary — 
says Palestinian community 
activist, Mustafa Barghuthi 
— the period since Oslo has 
seen Palestinian trade un-. 
ions “regress like never be- 
fore." “The artificial unity" 
between factions "did not 
improve the unions' 
work..." he says, “because 
none of the leaders were 
interested in their own un- 
ion’s constituency. In addi- 
tion, appointment to offices 
within the union led to a 
lack of motivation in all 
types of work, creativity 
and competition." 

Dispute over 

the Histadrut 

These flaws were to 
prove. fatal in what has been 
Palestinian trade unions’ 
most important challenge 
since. Oslo: Negotiations 
with the 1.5 million strong 
Israeli trade union federa- 
tion, the Histadrut. Under 
the PLO-Israeli economic 
“protocol" signed in Paris 
in April 1994. 75 per cent of 
all Palestinians’ tax and 
welfare deductions earned 
in Israel are to be disbursed 
to die PNA. Of these, one 
per cent is for union dues. 
But a dispute subsequently 
arose over to when the de- 
ductions were to be back- 
dated. The Palestinian un- 
ions held that payment was 
retrospective to October 
1970 — the date when 
Israeli labour exchanges 
' started to register and tax 
Palestinians from the terri- 
tories who worked in Israel. 
Given that, in the 24 years 
since, around 700,000 
Palestinians have ' worked 
legally in Israel, paid taxes 
to its government but re- 
ceived scant services for 


them, the estimated 
amount owed by Israel to 
the PNA is between SI. 5 
billion and S3 billion. Of 
this, S100 million is union 
dues. 

But the Histadrut argued 
that the "back-date" should 
be the Oslo agreement 
(September 1993), since be- 
fore that Israel was the de 
facto government in the ter- 
ritories and workers’ deduc- 
tions helped pay for the 
‘‘services’’ it provided 
there. As for union dues, 
the Histadrut said that it 
would disburse S1-S1.7 mil- 
lion annually to the unified 
Palestinian General Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions 
(GFTU) on condition that 
the latter enter an “agree- 
ment of cooperation", with 
it. This would oblige the 
GFTU to work with the 
Histadrut on an array of 
labour issues, including leg- 
al rights, training and social 
welfare. In the opinion of 
Israeli journalist Assaf 
Adiv, such an agreement 
would effe ctively transform 
the GFTXJ into a “depart- 
ment of the Histadrut." 
Both the Ga za and West 
Bank GFTU executives 
flatly rejected the deal — or 
at least they thought they 
did. 

In August 1994. Mr. Ara- 
fat met Histadnrt Chairman 
Amir Peretz and suggested 
a compromise: Palestinian 
trade unions would receive 
$1.7 million annually from 
the Histadrut and enter its 
“agreement" with the pro- 
viso that the back-date di- 
aspute would be "subject to 
future negotiations." Mr. 
Peretz agreed, and so did 
(but without consulting his 
executives) the GFTU’s 
general-secretary, Shahar 
Said. 

When the GFTU execu- 
tives got wind of the deal, 
they quickly moved to scup- 
per it. They were led by a 
new factional player on the 
scene. Haidar Ibrahim, 
head of the PLO's formerly 
Tunis-based but now re- 
turned General Union of 
Palestinian Workers, which 
“represents" Palestinian 
workers in the diaspora. 


“The Histadrut should 
know that the GFTU is an 
indivisible pan of the 
Palestinian trade union 
movement, regardless of 
Histadrut attempts to inter- 
fere in our internal affairs. 
The Histadrut must pay the 
full rights of Palestinian 
workers since 1970,” railed 
Mr. Ibrahim in December 
1994. 

The result was that the. 
GFTU’s agreement with 
the Histadrut was frozen 
almost as soon as it was 
signed, with Mr. Ibrahim 
and Mr. Shahar launching 
an “inside-outside" turf war 
for control of the GFTU. 
As for the fate of dues owed ' 
to Palestinian workers, this, 
too, is frozen. The GFTU- 
Histadrut joint committee 
set up to address the issue 
has not met for over six 
months. 

Fight for a labour 
law 

Such manoeuvrings sug 
gest a future for Palestinian 
trade unions no less lea- 
gued by factionalism tl.,ui 
its past, only now with the 
GFTU or its equivalent 
assuming the augmented 
role of “state" union for the 
PNA. If so — says the 
DWRC’s director, Hassan 
Barghuthi — the challenge 
facing any potential Palesti- 
nian labour movement in 
the territories is clear. "Our 
fundamental role is to 
democratise the unions to 
put them on an indepen- 
dent footing," he says. 
“The current factional lead- 
ership will then face a 
choice: Either move aside 
or be held accountable to 
their membership by fight- 
ing on labour rather than 
narrowly factional issues." 

Is this happening? Mr. 
Barghuthi's answer is a 
qualified yes. He cites 
labour struggles that have 
occurred in the West Bank 
and Gaza since Oslo where 
Palestinian workers have 
formed their own work- 
place committees. “These 
are the nucleus of a new 
union movement,” he says. 
“The committees deal 
directly with employers and 


decide actions, without in- 
tervention from the fac- 
tions.” If this trend can be 
sustained, Mr. Barghuthi 
believes there are opportu- 
nities for Palestinian trade 
unions in the autonomy, 
even in the fraught and 
unequal relations with -the 
Histadrut. “An agreement 
with the Histadrut will force 
Palestinian trade unions to 
organise .around trade un- 
ion issues," he says. "What- 
ever the limitations of the 
Paris protocol, it permits 
recruitment. And if the 
GFTU doesn't fight to re- 
cruit workers in Israel and 
the territories, the Histad- 
rut will." 

But the cardinal chal- 
lenge facing any emerging 
union movement in the 
autonomy is the staking out 
of its political independence 
vis-a-vis the PNA. The cru- 
cial issue here will be labour 
law. “We must fight for the 
implementation of laws that 
are consonant with all In- 
ternationa] Labour Orga- - 
nisation agreements," says 
Mr. Barghuthi. “At the 
very least, we must aim to 
harmonise our laws with 
those that obtain in Israel." 

The labour laws that cur- 
rently exist in the occupied 
territories are ‘ a mix of 
Egyptian (in Gaza) and 
Jordanian (in the West 
Bank) codes of antiquated 
origin. In the West Bank, it 
is legal for minors to work 
full shifts for six' months 
without pay if their parents 
or guardians agree. It is 
unclear where the PNA 
stands on this, but, says Mr. 
Barghuthi, the signs so far 
are not encouraging. “In 
the PNA’s draft Basic Law, 
it states that workers can be 
paid in wages or in goods. 
This is in contravention of 
eveiy international labour 
law. So in whose interest is 
this clause? Clearly, it is the 
old Palestinian land-owning 
class, who still use payment 
in kind for their workers." 

It is a class that is dis- 
proportionately repre- 
sented in the PNA’s current 
ruling elite, with, according 
to Mr. Barghuthi, “more 
than 50 per cent of Arafat's 


appointed ministers being 
either landowners or major 
employers” from the West 
Bank and Gaza. Others — 
such as Planning and De- 
velopment Minister Nabil 
Shaath, and Economics 
Minister Ahmad Qoureia 
— are businessmen from 
tne old Tunis bureaucracy 
whose economics are “neo- 
liberal” and whose politics 
anti-labour. There are no 
genuine representatives of 
labour among the PNA’s 22 
ministers, says Mr. Bar- 
gbuthi. Nor are there likely 
to be. “Arafat and the PNA > 
are banking on the support 
of Palestine’s bourgeoisie 
both for investments in the 
autonomy and for dona- 
tions to the PNA. This class 
cannot be alienated.” 

Given the economic fu- 
tures envisaged by both 
Israel and the PNA, Palesti- 
nian workers are likely to 
pay a very high price for 
autonomy. By the same 
token, they have the 
greatest interest in resisting 
it. Yet, says Mr. Barghuthi, 
this resistance cannot be 
channelled along “classic 
class-struggle forms.” 
Rather, Palestinian trade 
uhions must become a lead- 
ing force in any broad 
democratic movement that > 
fights for rights, law and; 
social justice in Palestinian | 
civil society. “Palestinian 
trade unions cannot be 
simply self-interested or 
oppositional in their atti- 
tude to the PNA,” he says. 
“In the interim period, our 
struggle is not going to be 
confined to economic 
issues: It will also include 
law, democracy, human 
rights, social provision and 
education — in short, de- 
velopment. The next stage 
requires a new kind of 
struggle in which workers 
take the main responsibility 
for the welfare of the 
Palestinian nation.’ 7 
The precondition for 
such a role in a genuinely 
mass-based, democratic 
and independent trade un- 
ion movement; the alterna- 
tive is industrial zones.. 
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Regent urges new role 


(Continued from page 1) 

the protection of the environ- 
ment. 

The Regent also under- 
Sned the importance of coor- 
dination between the Aimed 
Forces and the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing as 
well as the Ministry of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and 
other institutions in a drive to 
meet the requirements of a 
safe environment and in 
building the infrastructure for 
the country's projects where 
ever they are nettled. 

The Regent, who was wel- 


comed upon arrival, by senior 
army officers, toured the new 
premises and was briefed on 
the general plans for its con- 
struction as well as the role of 
the Royal Engineering Corps 
in building the facility. 

The Regent was accompa- 
nied on the visit by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Rashed Ben A1 
Hassan, Prince Ra'd Ben 
Zeid and Prince Firas Ben 
Ra'd as well as the chairman 
of the joint chiefs of staff. 
General Abdul Hafez Mirai. 


Kabariti planning Saudi visit 


(Contintd from page 1) 

Jordan sent a new ambas- 
sador to Riyadh, Hani Kha- 
lifeb, early this year after the 
Saudi government accepted 
his nomination. Officials here 
say Amman, is expecting 
Saudi Arabia to send an 
ambassador to Jordan soon 
to fill the vacant post since 
199L 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, who is ex- 
pected here by end of this 
week or early next week, told 
reporters m Sanaa last month 
.that he was told, _ during a 
visit to Saudi Arabia in mid- 
June, that Riyadh wanted to 
improve its relations with 
Jordan after a Saudi-Yemeni 
reconciliation process was 
completed. 

There have been recent 
signs that Saudi Arabia was 
amenable to full reconcilia- 
tion with Jordan. The Saudi 
authorities have lifted a ban 


on visas for family members 
to join Jordanian expatriates 
working in Saudi Arabia and 
have also eased restrictions 
on visas being issued to driv- 
ers of Jordanian trucks for 
transit through Saudi Arabia 
to other Gulf states. 

Mr. Kabariti, a member of 
Parliament who took office as 
foreign minister in January, 
has already visited the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Oman 
and Bahrain, which along 
with Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia, are members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Counci I . 

In informal comments, Mr. 
Kabariti has spoken of strong 
and positive signs of improv- 
ment in Jordan's relations 
with ail the GCC countries. 

Former Prime Minister 
Abdul SaJam MajaJi visited 
Saudi Arabia recently. That 
visit is also seen to have 
helped the reconciliation pro- 


cess. 


Turkish assault continues 


(Coatifioed from page 1) 


rule based in the southeast- 
ern city of DiyarbaJrir said 
troops held control of the 
northern Iraqi regions of 
Kani Masi, Mergasor and 
Barzan. 

Iraqi Kurdish sources in 
the region said 15 villages had 
been evacuated and were 
controlled by Turkish troops. 

The Turkish drive, now in 
its fifth, day, initially had mr 
cover but the security offi- 
cials said no air operations 
were launched on Sunday. 

. Turkey's push into north- 
ern Iraq followed a six-week 
campaign against PKK bases 
in the region starting on 
March 20. .• 

PKK sources in southeast 
Turkey said they had lost 


only three men. They said 
Turkish losses were much 
higher than the six reported 
by officials, but gave no fi- 
gure. 

The PICK has fought for a 
separate Kurdish state in the 
region since 1984. More than 

17,000 people have died in 
the insurgency. 

Northern Iraq has been 
under the control of Iraqi 
Kurds since 1991 in defiance 
of Baghdad. 

In another development, 
the KDP accused its rival 
Kurdish faction in northern 
Iraq, the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), of violat- 
ing a ceasefire agreement 
Sunday. 


Israel, PLO race to meet deadline 


(Continued from page 1) 

The odes have agreed to a 
staged release of Palestinian 
prisoners, but not the num- 
bers. Some 5,500 Palestinians 
are in Israeli jails. 

Palestinian prisoners en- 
ded a 19-day hunger strike 
after an announcement the 
deal extending self-rule 


would indude a staged pris- 
oner release, a PLO spokes- 
man said on Sunday. 

Violence erupted in the 
West Bank briefly on Sunday 
when 50 Palestinian demon- 
strators tried to stop Israeli 
army bulldozers from clear- 
ing land for a joint Israeli- 
PLO liaison office near 


Kabatyeh. 

Witnesses said troops drag- 
ged a protester from his car. 
A scuffle broke out. One 
soldier was hit on the bead 
with a rock and taken .to 
hospital. Protesters com- 
plained they were not con- 
sulted about the six acres 
being confiscated. 


‘Iraqis 
should not 
be ignored’ 

(Coatiuued from page 1) 

played a role in this -arena 
and continue to do so... V/e 
were represented in Madrid 
but we were not one of the 
Arab countries that led the 
way in making the peace with 
Israel. 

“After the Madrid confer- 
ence, it is incumbent on us to 
back the peace process... 
When we saw that the 
Palestinian people who are 
the people concerned first 
and foremost, were the first 
to bless that step, it was 
necessary for us to take that 
direction,” Sheikh Hamad 
said. 

Turning to relations with 
the rest of the world. Sheikh 
Hamad said: “I believe that 
the policy which was adopted 
by us / here in Qatar more 
than four or five years ago 
proves that we open our 
hearts to any good bilateral 
international relations with 
any other country and we 
welcome this. There is no 
change in this position." 

Sheikh Hamad declined to 
explain why he overthrew his 
father Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad A1 Thani. “As you 
know this is an internal affair 
and I have no wish to discuss 
it,” he said, adding: “My 
father is very dear to me and 
he will always remain so as he 
is dear to the Qatari people." 

On economic policy. 
Sheikh Hamad said: “At pre- 
sent we are focusing mainly 
on developing heavy indus- 
tries directly related to 
Qatar’s plentiful reserves of 
natural gas and this is surely 
the future for Qatar. The 
plan itself is ready, all we 
have to do is carry it out.” 

Washington is building a 
base near the oil town of 
Oukban on Qatar'ss western 
shore, about 85 kilometres 
from Doha. 


Israeli shells kill 2 girls 


(Continued from page 1) 


months, preventing impover- 
ished fishermen from sailing 
more than one kilometre 
offshore. 

Police said four dart shells 
exploded on and around the 
home of Ali Bader in the 
town of Nabatiyet A I Fawqa 
late on Saturday, killed his 
daughters Jihan and Silvana 
aged 16 and 11. 

Their five-year-old brother 
Zacharia was in critical con- 
dition with nails in his head. 
Another brother Abbas, 


aged 10, a 15-year-old sister 
named Rabab and 10-year- 
old cousin Ali Hikmat Abbas 
were all slightly injured, 
police said. 

Film shot by a Reuter Tele- 
vision cameraman showed 
dozens of steel dans stuck 
into the walls of the house. 

The shells were fired from 
the Israeli fortified post of 
Ali Taher on a hill top above 
the town, a suburb of the 
market town of Nabatiyeb. . 


Serbs hold 20 Dutch 
soldiers in new twist 


(Continued from page 1) 
by Bosnian Serb forces was 
said to be "very tense” fol- 
lowing the further advances 
by the Serbs. 

The men's detention comes 
only weeks after-nearly 400 
peacekeepers were released 
from captivity after the Bos- 
nian Seros took them hostage 
in retaliation for North 
A1 tan tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) airstrikes on a Serb 
weapons depot in May. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghaii, saying the 
peacekeeping mission was at 
a turning point, told his top 
aides on Saturday in Geneva 
to lobby the warring parties 
to agree peace or be ready to 
poll out U.N. troops. 

Bosnian government 
troops defending the 
Srebemica enclave tried to 
prevent Dutch peacekeepers 
from fleeing and killed one of 
the U.N. soldiers in a gre- 
nade attack at a roadblock, 
U.N. spokesman Ettashany 
said in Zagreb. 

Fierce fighting has raged 
since Thursday in the Srebre- 
nica pocket with the Serbs 
apparently intent on captur- 
. ing high ground to the south- 


east controlling important 
supply routes. 

Bosnian state radio . said 

4,000 people had fled the 
fighting in the enclave. The 
Mulsim-led government cal- 
led for an emergency meeting 
of the Security Council over 
Srebrenica. 

U.N. commanders asked 
NATO warplanes to fly over 
the enclave on Sunday for the 
second successive day in an 
attempt to calm the situation 
but later withdrew the air- 
craft. 

Since NATO jets struck 
Bosnian Serb positions near 
Sarajevo in May and a U.S. 
F-16 was shot down by a Serb 
missile, the U.N. has been 
reluctant to call in allied air- 
craft, fearing even their pre- 
sence would inflame the 
situation on the ground. 

U.N. officials said they 
could do little to halt the Serb 
advance in Srebrenica but 
said fighting on the edge of 
the pocket need not be seen 
as an attempt to seize the 
enclave. 

The boundaries of the 
U.N.-declared "safe area" 
around Srebrenica have nev- 
er been dearly defined. 


Independent working group 

on the future of the U. N. 
maps out reforms 


NEW YORK — Calling for 
nations to rethink their 
cooperative efforts to deal 
with new challenges to 
global security and econo- 
mic and soda! development 
in a “vastly altered world," 
an independent 12-member 
international group, has re- 
leased a report recommend- 
ing significant reforms for 
the United Nations as it 
prepares to mark its first- 50 
years. The work of the in- 
dependent group, co- 
chaired by Richard von 
WeizsScfcer, former presi- 
dent of Germany, and 
Moeen Qureshi, former 
prime minister of Pakistan, 
was funded by a Ford 
Foundation grant in re- 
sponse to a request by U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghaii and supported by 
Yale University’s Program- 
me in United Nations Stu- 
dies. 

“The Foundation has a 
long history of grant mak- 
ing aimed at strengthening 
the capacity of the United 
Nations to secure peace and 
promote social and econo- 
mic progress,” said Frank- 
lin A. Thomas, president of 
the Ford Foundation. “It is 
our hope that this report 
will be an important 
catalyst as U.N. leaders and 
member states prepare to 
meet the challenge of the 
future.” 

The United Nations in its 
Second Half-Century pre- 
dicts that by the mid-21st 
century, the nature of state- 
hood and national 
sovereignty will have 
evolved dramatically in re- 
sponse to major political, 
social, economic, and de- 
mographic changes. For ex- 
ample, the report notes, 
since 1945 more than 100 
states have come into being 
and the world's population 
has increased from 2.5 bil- 
lion to 5.7 billion. Now, 
with the end of the cold 
war, civic, ethnic, and ter- 
ritorial disputes’ have 
alerted the nature of threats 
to security. Remarking that 
no state by itself will be able 
to provide broad security 
for its people, the report 


says: “Even the wealthiest 
and most powerful need to 
share the burden of com- 
mon security and the re- 
sponsibilities of bequea- 
thing a better — even a 
tolerable — future to die 
next generations.” 

Originally established to 
prevent “the scourge of 
war,” the report notes that 
the United Nations is in- 
creasingly expected to func- 
tion as die “public service 
sector" of the world com- 
munity, but it is not given 
resources adequate to do 
so. The report states that in 
virtually all of the U.N.'s 
activities, from peacekeep- 
ing to development, from 
human rights to environ- 
ment accords, the U.N. 
must enhance its capacity to 
advance international coop- 
eration. 

At the core of the re- 
port’s proposals is the crea- 
tion of three independent 
but related councils, each of 
which would perform as a 
principal U.N. organ. They 
are a new Economic Coun- 
cil, a new Soda! Council, 
and an enhanced Security 
Council. Membership in 
each would be adjusted to 
reflect the “principles of 
participation and equity in a 
universal organisation.” 
The General Assembly 
would remain the principal 
body in which sill U.N. 
members vote on an equal 
basis. Among the report's 
proposals are: 

— An Economic Council 
_ that would formulate guide- 
" lines to coordinate the work 
of all U.N. agencies and 
international institutions 
engaged in such issues as 
fiscal, monetary, and trade 
policies; the environment; 
and development. And 
advisory council would 
assist the Economic Council 
in promoting cooperation 
among member states as 
well as with the private sec- 
tor. 

— A Social Council that 
would integrate all U.N. 
activities related to soda! 
development as well as ur- 
gent matters of human 
rights, humanitarian affairs. 


and efforts to rebuild 
sodeties in distress. 

— The Economic and So- 
cial councils should then 
form a Global Alliance for 
Sustainable Development. 

It would meet annually at 
the highest levels of govern- 
ment to set objectives on 
major issues of economic 
and social concern and to 
mobilise the full machinery 
of the U.N. system in im- 
plementing programmes of 
action. 

— To ensure greater legi- 
timacy and effectiveness. 
Security Council mem-, 
vership should be increased 
from 15 to approximately 
23 members to be selected 
for their representativeness 
and their willingness to con- 
tribute to U.N. peacekeep- 
- ing and enforcement opera- 
tions. 

— The U.N.’s 
peacekeeping, peace- 
enforcement and peace- 
building operations should 
be dearly distinguished and 
each mandate made expli- 
cit; a rapid-reaction capa- 
bility should be developed. 

— To veto power should 
be applicable only to 
peacekeeping and enforce- ~ 
ment measures. 

* — New sources of public 
funding, through taxes and 
fees derived from use of the . 
global commons, should be 
explored to ensure adequ- . 
ate resources. 

The report stresses that 
such reforms will require ^ 
"the highest ' standards of 
effidency, competence, and 
integrity” in an interna tion- • 
al civil service that respects • 
diversity and gender equity. 

It emphasises that success 
will also depend on strong 
and assertive leadership at 
the highest levels, both 
national and international, 
adding that the Secretary- 
General “must provide the 
moral authority, intellec- 
tual stimulus, and the orga- 
nisational skill to sustain 
the credibility and effective- 
ness of the world organisa- 
tion.” 


" The Ford Foundation 
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Kuwait MPs seek laws on privatisation 


Kuwait (R) — Kuwaiti 
parliamentarians, voicing 
/ears a privatisation plan 
could help create monopolies, 
said on Saturday they were in 
favour of laws to govern the 
'■ale of the emirate's stake in 
:OcaI firms and public ser- 
-ices. 

"There is no fear from' 
privatisation if there was a 
•aw that prevents monopo- 
ly." deputy Jassem A! Saqer 
'old parliament in a debate 
>n privatisation and general 
~nantiai issues. 

Deputies expressed con- 
cern that the sale, in the 
bsence of clear and standar- 


dised plans, could serve a 
small group of investors who 
might create monopolies. 

Since 1991 Gulf war that 
ended Iraq's severv-month 
occupation of Kuwait, the 
Kuwaiti government has had 
a programme to sell its stake 
in 60 local firms and some 
basic services like telecom- 
munications, power and wa- 
ter. 

Kuwait Investment Au- 
thority (KIA) Managing 
Director Ali A! Bader was 
quoted as saying the state had 
sold shares in seven public 
firms listed on the Kuwait 


Stock Exchange worth about 
SI billion since mid* 1994 in a 
fledgling privatisation plan. 

Mr. Bader said KIA, the 
government investment arm, 
still holds shares with an esti- 
mated market value of 550 
million dinars (Si. 8 billion) 
as well as smaller holdings. 

Parliament recommended 
that the government should 
table bills that govern ail 
privatisation operations, set 
measures to protect consum- 
ers and prevent monopolies, 
allowing the state to control 
prices for services. 

Parliament’s recommenda- 


tions arc not binding for the 
government. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla A! Rodhan agreed in 
parliament that there should 
be regulations to govern the 
private sectors' handling of 
firms and services which once 
belonged to the state, but 
opposed calls to freeze the 
privatisation process until a 
clear plan is reached. 

“There might be some 
negative aspects that . come 
along with the privatisation 
operation but that should not 
bring the programme to a 


halt/' he said. 

Parliament also recom- 
mended that the government 
should revise a 1955 tax law 
to, for the first time, require 
all public and private sector 
concerns to pay a corporate 
tax. 

Currently only.forcign con- 
cerns operating ' in Kuwait 
pay a slab-tax ranging be- 
tween five and 55 per cent on 
their profits. 

The recommendation said 
the tax law should “suit the 
financial and economic cir- 
cumstances in Kuwait.*’ 



Iran still aims to unify exchange rate system 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s cen- 
tal bank still aims to unify 
:he country's foreign ex- 
change rate system, bank 
Governor Mohsen Noor- 
.'akhsh said in comments ear- 
ned by the official Iranian 
lews Agency IRNA. 

: The government was 
.arced in May to devalue the 
rial and effectively abolish 
die free foreign exchange 
market, widely seen as a key 
clement in achieving a single 
.-^change rate, after the rial 
?st almost half its value 
gainst the dollar in four 
onths. 

“Noorbakhsh stressed... 
'.hat the government is trying 
3 adept a consistent policy 
=t will unify a singular ex- 


change rate system in the 
country," IRNA reported 
late on Saturday. 

“In order to do so the 
monetary system as well as 
the money circulation policy 
must be consistent and 
homogeneous.” the governor 
was reported to have said. 

IRNA did not say if the 
governor set any date for 
restoring the free market or a 
target date for a single ex- 
change rate. 

Unifying Iran’s multi- 
layered exchange rate system 
is a key target in President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani's 
economic reform program- 
me. 

But a near-collapse this 
year in the value of the rial 


against the dollar has frus- 
trated attempts to attain a 
single and fully convertible 
rate for the Iranian rial. 

To control the value of the 
currency the government 
overnight closed semi-official 
foreign exchange offices and 
forced Iranian" exporters to 
obtain and repatriate all of 
their foreign currency earn- 
ings through the central 
bank. - 

These measures came 
weeks after U.S. President 
Bill Clinton announced a 
trade and investment embar- 
go against Iran, which led 
Iranians local people to dump 
rials for dollars because of 
fears that the U.S. sanctions 
would fan inflation. 


IRNA quoted the bank 
governor as saying new rules 
covering. exporters' access to 
foreign currency had been 
successful. 

"Noorbakhsh went on to 
say that the framework 
adopted for export policy has 
worked well and considered 
it favourable for the expor- 
ters since it created a secure 
environment for foreign 
transactions." IRNA re- 
ported. 

He said the government 
would need S3. 6 billion to 
secure "essentials items in 
the current year" and that 
SI. 8 billion of hard currency 
had been allocated for the 
industrial sector to draw on 
by using letters of credit. 


“He underlined that the 
allocated two-digit figure 
budget for the letters of cre- 
dits will be available for a 
long time to come.” IRNA 
said. 

Mr. "Noorbakhsh acknow- 
ledged that money supply 
had previously been higher 
than expected and that this 
had led to inflation and com- 
plications in unifying the ex- 
change rate system during the 
country's first five year plan 
(1989-1994). . „ 

“Liquidity soared higher 
than the predicted limit, 
which in turn rocketed infla- 
tion to an average bf 25 per 
cent that also affected .the 
exchange rates,” IRNA re- 
ported. 


The Industrial ministers of the European their meeting in Bilbao, their first »nceS pain 
Union's member countries pose for the tradi- took over tit* EU presidency Ju y 
tinea) “family photo*’ prior to the start of six months (AFP phto) 
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Summer slowdown hits Arab markets 


DUBAI (R) — The start of 
the quiet summer season de- 
pressed trade on many Arab 
stock markets last week, 
where most share prices kept 
well within recent ranges. 

Kuwait's exchange pro- 
vided the only excitement on 
an otherwise dull landscape, 
extending recently sharp 
gains on persistently healthy 
demand for key banking 
stocks. 

In active dealings the over- 
all share index jumped four 
per cent or 44 points, as it did 
the previous week, to 1.109 
points. Volumes leapt 33 per 


EU ministers to tackle single currency obstacles 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Two 
jf the major obstacles to 
=urope creating a single cur- 
rency by the end of the cen- 
tury are to be tackled when 
European Union (EU) fi- 
ance ministers meet here 
-day (Monday). 

For the first time, the 
Ministers are to discuss the 
problems that will result from 
n hard core of countries mov- 
ing to a single currency while 
hers stay outside. 

The issue was pushed to 
he top of finance ministers 
genda by last month's Can- 
nes summit, where EU lead- 
ers agreed the potential im- 
plications for the single mar- 
ket had to be addressed. 

Monday's council is also 
Jue to take stock of the prog- 
ress member states have 
■node in harmonising their 
. rcnomic performances in 
'reparation for the switch to 
. single currency, particularly 


in terms of meeting targets on 
national debt and budget de- 
ficits laid down in the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

The clear message that will 
emerge is that there is still a 
lot of work to be done, some 
of it involving painfiil cost 
cutting, even for leading sing- 
le currency contenders such 
as Belgium and France. 

In total, twelve of the 15 
EU member states will be 
sent away with a stem “must 
do better" warning from the 
European commission and a 
set of recommendations de- 
signed to bring them up to 
the standards of the current 
star pupils: Germany, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. 

The recommendations will 
hold- few surprises however: 
they are largely in line with 
the proposals put forward by 
national governments which 
are either legally bound by 


the Maastricht targets, or, as 
in the case of Britain and 
Denmark, regard the reduc- 
tion of deficits as a desirable 
policy goal in itself. 

France has been in- 
strumental in getting the EU 
to face up to the in-out issues 
involved in creating a single 
currency. 

While France is seen as a 
certain member of the first 
group of states moving to 
lock exchange rates, two of 
its major trading partners. 
Britain and Italy, are unlikely 
to be in. 

Italy's budget deficit is 
forecast at 8.1 per cent of 
GDP in 1996, giving it no 
chance of meeting the three 
per cent Maastricht guide- 
line. Britain should meet the . 
targets but is politically un- 
certain about giving up the 
pound. 


What, gives France night- 
mares is the prospect of these 
two states, as well as Spain, 
being free to use devaluation 
as an instrument of economic 
policy and undercut French 
producers who would be irre- 
vocabi) locked in to a hard 
Eurocurrency ■ based on the 
German mark. 

The most frequently touted 
solution is an exchange rate 
grid between the single and 
other EU currencies along 
the lines of the European 
monetary system (EMS) cur- 
rently in place. 

The EMS however has 
been unable to prevent de- 
valuations for the British 
pound. Spanish peseta and 
Italian lira over the last few 
years. It would also be very 
difficult to persuade Britain 
to return to a system which 
was blamed for exacerbating 


the recession of the early 
1990's by keeping interest 
rates artificially high. 

Another solution would be 
to delay a switch to a single 
currency until . all four big 
European economies — Bri- 
tain. France, Germany and 
Italy — were ready to’move 
together. 

That would mean ditching 
the Maastricht commitment 
that exchange rates must be 
locked by Jan. I, 1999, at the 
latest and would be politically 


difficult for the countries 
most likely to form the hard 
core (Germany. France, the 
Benelux states and Austria). 

There has however already 
been some retreat from 
Maastricht with the acknow- 
ledgement at Cannes that 

1997 is no longer a viable 
starting date. Some EU 

observers believe it is now 
only a matter of time before 

the taboo on casting doubt on 
1999 is also broken. 


Oman signs oil concession deal with Total 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman and 
he French company Total on 
>unday signed an upstream 
jil concession agreement 
•covering the Siwan area in 
Antral eastern Oman, the 
J'rr.ani Ministry of Petroleum 
h J Minerals said in a state- 


ment. 

Under the agreement. Tot- 
al undertakes to spend a 
minimum of $66 million over 
the coming nine years in car- 
rying out expanded explora- 
tory projects ;n its Siwan 
concession. 


The work will include the 
drilling of four deep explora- 
tory wells and seismic work, 
the’ statement said. 

Total already has a stake in 
government-^wned Pet- 
roleum Development Oman 
which accounts for over ■*> 


per cent of the country's 
850 .'NHt bane.! per day ( BPDt 
oil output 

It is also a partner in the 
country's $X billion project to 
export liquefied natural gas 
from the erd of the decade. 
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cent to 264 million shares. 

Dealers said news the cen- 
tral bank would raise the 
interest rate on government 
bonds, which account for 35 
per cent of bank assets and 
are crucial to their profitabil- 
ity, boosted demand. 

The market also found sup- 
port from talk that govern- 
ment had approved a bill 
easing terms for the repay- 
ment of $20 billion in bad 
debt. This was confirmed by- 
cabinet after the close. 

National Bank was up 75 
fils in the week to 560. Gulf 
Bank rose 30 tu 300 and 
Commercial Bank jumped 
eight fils to 144. 

Burgan Bank closed up at 
214 fils from 188 the week 
before. 

In slow summer dealings in 
Egypt, the index extended its 
decline to hit a fresh nine- 
month low of 218.89 points. 

In Bahrain, demand for 
banking shares lifted the in- 
dex 9.34 points to 1.2%. 
Activity picked up with 5.3 
million shares changing 


hands from -3.2 million the 
previous week. 

United Arab Emirates 
shares ended a week of low- 
volume trade mostly un- 
changed as the recent spate 
of hich bids which buoyed- 
select’ shares to record highs 
]>trtcred out. 

A five dirham jump in mar- 
ket leader Etisalat to . 815 
lifted the National Bank of 
Abu Dhabi index 13.31 
points to 1.862.22. 

Share prices on Qatar’s un- 
official market were mixed. 
Dealers said the market was 
encouraged, but trade un- 
affected. by Monday’s emiri 
decree setting up an official 
exchange. 

Banking shares did well, 
with Qatar national bank up 
two riyals at 512. Doha bank 
gained a rival to 211. 

In Saudi Arabia, the index 
extended the previous week's 
losses to end one per cent 
down at 128.56 points. 

In Morocco. Jordan and 
Oman trade was thin and 
featureless. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JULY 10, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The triple Moon in Capricorn con- 
junction to the Sun. Mercury and Neptune adds power to this New 
Moon which Siam our New Year off with a positive bang in more 
'ways than arc immediately apparent- ‘ - 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can improve relations with 
others very easily. Put yourself in their shoes in order to understand 
their position better. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Ouiet activity is your best mode of 
procedure now, so get busy early and gain your aims easily. Show 
! more affection for your loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You have every chance to contact 
’good friends and gain their cooperation for .your ambitions. A good 
| day to get shopping done. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) If you want to accomplish 
something in the outside world, wear a smile. Try to please your 
mate more. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make new contact and cultivate them 
for more rapport in the future Avoid one who has an eye on your 
assets and wants to make it his dr hers. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You get fine ideas as to how 
to have more rapport with your mate. Ycur intuition tells you how to 
deal with one in business. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Sec those clever friends who 
arc indmed to push you into doing things which are advantageous to 
you. Avoid a tricky individual today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 > If you use a different 
approach at whatever task* wu get imo.yuu enn finish them. 
Take it easy tonight with fortr loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Tins is a good dav 
to be with those you are mosffood of and who are congenial and fun 
to be with. Get your appearance at its best. 

CAPRICORN: (December *5 to January 20) This is a good day for 
having a delightful time at home with kin and other*. Invite friends 
and ck»c associates who are charming into your home. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February IQ) Get in touch with persons 
whom you like but have not seen in some time Then get out and 
visit people who arc very dose to you. 

Z Cb !^ ry 31 Ma,ch 201 M3fcc your home more 
chanmng by adding an ohjects. etc Handle small repaiis around 
your home and you can save yourself a lot of money 

Binhsronc of July: Ruby — Tiger's Eve 
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Jordan 

develops 

‘Beetle’ 

cars 

T he Armed Forces 
Royal Maintenance 
Corps managed to 
develop the two-door 
German Volkswagen car, 
by adding two more doors 
to it after increasing its 
length by 30 centimetres, 
thus making it convenient 
for small-size families. 
The developed “Beetle car," 
tested by all the concerned 
authorities, including the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources and the Traffic 
Department, has proved to 
be very efficient and practi- 
cal. 'Brigadier Yazan 
Ajlouni, the commander of 
the force's Amman Central 
Workshops, said the idea of 
developing the car was the 
brainchild of retired 
Lieutenant-Colonel Musa 
Mahmoud who exerted 
strenuous efforts along 
with his colleagues in the 
force to accomplish this 
achievement. He said the 
car was presented to His 
Majesty King Hussein as a 
gift on his birthday Nov. 
14. 1994. The King then 
conferred Royal medals 
upon those involved in the 
project Brig. Ajlouni said 
the force has also succeeded 
in rebuilding 140 two-door 
out-of-service Volkswagen 
cars which saved the force 
about ID 250,000. He said 
the force was currently 
holding contacts with the 
Volkswagen manufacturing 
company in Germany to 
.register the new invention 
with them. He added that 
.the force’s workshops in- 
tend to establish spare parts 
factories in Jordan to save 
the Kingdom badly-needed 
hard currency spent on buy- 
ing them from abroad (AJ 
Ra’i). 

** Ttie drop in 
international coffee prices 
will not be felt in Jordan 
for two months, coffee 
traders said. The traders 
.noted that coffee in the 
Jordanian market will 
continue to be sold at the 
old prices until the market 
starts receiving new ship- 
ments of coffee at the new 
prices. One of the traders 
said no new shipments of 
coffee are expected in the 
Kingdom before two 
months. The trader said the 
quantities available cur- 
rently in the market were 
purchased at the previous 
high prices and accordingly 
were cleared through cus- 
toms at those prices. The 
Ministry ‘of Supply, which 
controls prices in the 
Kingdom, does not inter- 
fere in coffee prices. 
Importing and distributing 
the co mm odity in the local 
market, which consumes 
some 9,000 tonnes of cof- 
fee annually, is monopo- 
lised by four merchants (AJ 
Ra’i). . 

** Jordan welcomes host- 
ing a conference of Asian 
ministers of commerce and 
industry in Amman in the 
period January 7-12, 1996, 
Jordan’s envoy to the 
Geneva headquarters of the 
U.N. Fawwaz Sharaf said 
in. an address (AJDustour). 

• ** Jordan won the first 
r prize in the Arab Ceramic 
Industries Conference 
which concluded recently in 
Tunisia for its contribu- 
tions to the success of the 
conference (A1 Ra’i). 


Gas project steers Qatar to dominance 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Qatar, a minor OPEC mem- 
ber, is set to become a domi- 
nant force in the global ener- 
gy market as it presses ahead 
with the world's largest li- 
quefied natural gas (LNG) 
project, experts say. 

Sitting on the third biggest 
natural gas reserves in the 
world, the tiny Gulf oil pro- 
ducer expects to become the 
top LNG snpplier when the 
giant North Field project is 
commissioned m a few years. 

Japan, South Korea and 
several other Asian countries 
win be heavily reliant on its 
LNG under long-term supply 
deals, as the continent is set 
to become one of the biggest 
gas consumers in the world 
after the year 2000. 

Qatar's new ruler. Sheikh 
Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 Thani, 
who overthrew his father in a 
bloodless palace coup last 
Week, is expected to push 
ahead with the two-phase 
venture and spur fresh invest- 
ment in the world’s largest 
gas reservoir. 

“From the way he has run 
Qatar in the past two years, 
ope can see the economy is 
one of Sheikh Hamad’s 
priorities,” an oil-industry 
official in Doha said. 

“He will probably open 


the door for more investment 
in gas as this will expand the 
country’s industrial base and- 
diversify its economy.” . 

The North Field project, 
part of which has been laun- 
ched, will eventually produce 
around 16 million tonnes of 
LNG, according to the gov- 
ernment, exceeding the 13.8 
million tonnes produced by 
the world’s current top LNG 
exporter, Indonesia. 

Investments in the scheme 
are expected to total more 
than $10 billion, provided by 
the Qatari government and 
several foreign partners, in- 
cluding U.S. -based Mobil 
and Total of France. 

The North Field venture 
win tap the emirate’s huge 
natural gas reserves, officially 
estimated at 7.079 trillion 
cubic metres (235.9 trillion 
cubic feet). They are third to 
reserves in Russia and Iran. 

“There is no doubt the 
>ject will transform Qatar 
a negligible oil producer 
into a dominant force in the 
world's energy market, given 
the growing significance oF 
gas as a cleaner source of 
energy,” an oil executive 
said. 

Qatar is the second- 
smallest oil producer in the 


proje 
from ; 


12-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC), with an output 
onota of 378,000 barrels per 
day (bpd). Gabon, which has 
threatened to pull out, has a 
quota of 287,000 bpd. 

Experts said Qatar’s mas- 
sive gas reserves would also 
enable it to expand its pet- 
rochemical industry and se- 
cure further funds to finance 
development. 

They noted that at the pro- 
duction rate expected from 
the North Field venture, its 
gas reserves could last more 
man 360 years. This is in 
contrast with its small crude 
reserves, estimated at around 
four billion barrels. 

The amount of income the 
North Field project will fetch 
Qatar Is undear, but experts 
said this depended on die 
supply contracts with buyers. 

However, they added -the 
earnings would be sizeable 
given the large production 
and the growing consumption 
of gas in Asia and other 
areas. 

Independent estimates 
showed world gas demand is 
growing faster than that of oil 
as several countries are 
switching to gas due to in- 
creasing environmental con- 


cerns. 

A breakdown showed that 
while oil demand is projected 
to increase by around 62 per 
cent to 91 million bpd in the 
year 2020 from % million bpd 
in 1990, gas consumption is 
forecast to more than double 
to 71 million equivalent bpd 
from 34 million equivalent 
bpd. 

Gas demand could reach 
around 73 million equivalent 
bpd with higher economic 
growth. 

Qatar also plants to supply 
its oil-rich Gulf neighbours 
with natural gas through an 
ambitions pipeline- project, 
and has announced its wil- 
lingness to sell gas to Israel. 

“Qatar, as an oil -country 
like its neighbours, will be 
much different,” Ihsan Abu 
Huleika, an expert at the 
Doha-based Gulf Organisa- 
tion for Industrial Consultan- 
cy, wrote Saturday in the 
United Arab Emirates daily 
AJ Khaleej. 

“It will see a second econo- 
mic boom as its gas is impor- 
tant not only for its coffers 
but for Japan, South Korea, 
India and many others. Gas 
earnings will also enable it to 
launch fresh steps to diversify 
its economy.” 


Arabs need $20 billion 
for refining expansion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
t Arab states need to invest 
nearly $20 billion to upgrade 
-their petroleum products and 
boost refining production 
capacity- to meet growing 
world demand, an official re- 
port said on Saturday. 

Current Arab refining out- 
put capacity is estimated at 
around 285 million tonnes 
per year (5.7-million barrels 
per day) and the level will 
rise to around 300 milli on 
tonnes (six million b/d) in the 
year 2000, said the report by 
the Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC). 

“Upgrading and expansion 
of Arab refineries require in- 
vestment of around 20 billion 
until tiie year 2010 in cir- 
cumstances where the profit 
margin is . receding,” • the 
Kuwaiti-based group said in 
its July bulletin, obtained 
here. 

“Arab states should con- 
tinue projects to modernise 
their refineries and improve 
their efficiency in response to 
expected changes in world 
demand for refined products 
and in line with environmen- 
tal legislation.” 


The study said expansions 
would create a surplus in the 
local market in most refined 
products except gasoline, 
kerosene and jet fuel. 

It gave no breakdown for 
refining output but around 
one third is produced in 
Saudi Arabia, the world's top 
oil producer and exporter. 
Other key refining producers 
are Kuwait, Algeria and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Early this year, the UAE 
approved a 1 -5-billion-dollar 
project to double its Ruwais 
refinery id around 280,000 
b/d after expanding the 
capacity of Umm Nar refin- 
. ery to more than 70,000 b/d 
at a cost of .$80 million. 

“Arab nations should 
boost coordination in the re- 
fining industry to maintain 
the advanced position of their 
products in the market,” 
OAPEC said. 

OAPEC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Iraq, UAE, Egypt, -Syria, 
Algeria and Libya. It controls 
more than 60 per cent of the 
world’s oil and 20 per cent of 
the global gas reserves. 


UAE to set up more 
desalination plants 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is planning to set up 
three more desalination 
plants to cater for growing 
domestic consumption, the 
A1 Khaleej newspaper re- 
ported on Sunday. 

The government has 
. approved 240 million dirhams 
($65.4 million) for the pro- 
jects in the northern emirates 
of Ajman, Fujeirah and Ras 
AJ Kh aimah , Said AJ Shamsi, 
under-secretary at the minis- 
try of water and electricity, 
told the paper. 

“Bids have been invited for 
consultants to prepare studies 
on the projects and local 
needs,” Mr. Shamsi said. 

Like other desert Gulf oil 
producers, the UAE relies 
heavily on desalinated sea 
water, which provides nearly 
70 per cent of its drinking 
water. . 


The UAE currently pro- 
duces nearly 250 mi Hi on gal- 
lons of water (900 million 
litres) per day and the level 
will sharply rise when a multi- 
billiori-dollar hydro-electric 
project at AJ Tawila in Abu 
Dhabi is completed in 2000. 
It will produce, around 100 
million gallons (380 million 
litres) per day. 

Water consiunption in the 
emirates is increasing by 
around 10 per cent a year 
because of a steady growth in 
the population and industrial 
and agricultural expansion. 

Mr. Shamsi told another 
newspaper, A1 Ittihad, that a 
project to link power net- 
works in the UAE's seven 
emirates would be completed 
in 1998. He gave no details 
but official estimates have 
put costs at 750 million 
dirhams ($204.3 million). 


Saudi, World Bank 
sign memorandum 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
and the World Bank have 
signed a memorandum to en- 
courage foreign investors to 
forge joint venture deals with 
the Saudi private sector, the 
Saudi Press. Agency SPA 
said. 

The memorandum was 
signed on Saturday by World 
Bank President James Wol- 
fensohn add Saudi Finance 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad 
Ali AbaJ-Khail in Jeddah. 

The agency said the 
memorandum aimed at “en- 
couraging foreign invest- 
ments to enter into joint ven- 
tures in the Kingdom with the 
private sector through the In- 
ternational Investment 
Guarantee Agency, which is 
an affiliate of the World 
Bank.” 

SPA said Mr. Wolfensohn 
and, Mr. Abal-Khail also dis- 
cussed 'World Bank finance 
for projects in 
countries', and a . tt 
cooperation agreement under 
which Saudi government in: 
solutions could approach the.*. 
Work! Bank to provide ex- 


perts or carry out studies. 

Mr. Abal-Khail said they 
also discussed the World 
Bank's cooperation with the 
Saudi Development Bank “in 
financing development pro- 
jects in some developing 
countries,” SPA reported 
without elaboration. 

Mr. Wolfensohn arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on Friday on a 
Middle East tour expected to 
include talks on how the bank 
could play a role in economic 
development of the former 
Israeli-occupied territories.' 

Mr. Wolfensohn told re- 
porters in Norway on Friday 
that he was visiting the Mid- 
dle East to “ensure that we 
can play a foil role in the 
economic development of 
Gaza and the West Bank.” 

The bank has taken a lead- 
ing role in coordinating inter- 
national help for Gaza and 
the West Bank to help prom- 
ote peace in the region. 

Mr. Wolfensohn, due to 
meet PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli officials, 
took over as World Bank 
bead on June 1. 


Iran parliament to probe 
central bank activities 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Ira- 
nian parliament is to launch a 
farobe into the central bank's 
activities over the past five . 
years, in the first such inquiry 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion, assembly sources said 
Sunday. 

The investigation will date 
back to the tenure of former 
central bank governor 
Mohammad Hussein Adeli, 
who was replaced in Septem- 
ber by Mohsen Nurbaksh, 
they said. 

The bank has been widely 
blamed for the country’s eco- 
nomic crisis, notably for the 
sharp rise in Iran's foreign 
debt — estimated at around 


$35 billion. 

The authorities were 
forced in May to freeze the 
dollar rate in a bid to statribe 
the national currency and 
curb soaring inflation. 

The decision came amid 
the rising public distrust of 
financial authorities over a 
$200 -million embezzlement at 
a state bank m Iran. 

The brother of a top offi- 
cial has been arrested over 
his role in the scam, which 
took place in 1992 _ 

The central bank and the 
economic ministry have been 
criticised for failing to take 
appropriate measures to pre- 
vent such frauds. 


AMMJkXV FINANCIAL ZhCAfUCStT 
BOOSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SBMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 09/07/1995 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK PXc 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE BOUSING BARK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GOLF BARK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT £ FINAN CE BANK 

BEIT KLMAL SAVXNG&XNVSSTKBBT FOR BOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA IN V ESTM EN T BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
HOLY LAND INSURANCE 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

450 

17750 

1600 

1041 

6S50 

2143 

800 

7500 

2251 

650 

2019 

850 

91BO 

500 

75016 

128600 


600 

500 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

98060 

82458 

2152 

2663 

55762 

6061 

1026 

29375 

8426 

2503 

6478 

3237 

10342 

2650 

117530 


PR&V. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 


218.000 

4.630 

1.370 

2.570 

8.150 

2.850 
1.280 
3.950 
3.740 
3.900 
4.200 

3.850 
1.130 
5.350 
1.580 


2 IB. 000 
4.670 
1.340 
2.560 
8.120 
2.830 

1.300 
3.900 
3.750 
3.850 
4.200 
3.810 
1.130 

5.300 
1.590 


430720 INDEX NUMBER i 180.68 
' ■ CHANGE : +0.022 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINKS 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIE S 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


1100 


16072 

6250 

1462 

1400 

3050 

2S234 


1590 

2.6SO 

2.650 

1485 

2.830 

2.970 

3075 

INDEX NUMBER: 135.63 


CHENGS 

: 0.00* 

27198 

1.700 

1.690 

17518 

2.800 

2.830 

3350 

2.320 

2.290 

1743 

1.250 

1.230 

10101 

3.320 

3.310 


59909 


INDEX NUMBER; 
CHANGE t 


132.32 
—0. 14* 


JORDAN TOBACCO fi CIGARETTES 

ATTANQESP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINKS 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFXNARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL f AGRICULTURAL 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN PAPER £ CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

SPINNING fi HEAVING 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT fi INERKATZONAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 
NATION AL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PBTRO-CHEHZC3U. INDUSTRIES 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARK. fi CHEMICALS 
UNIV ERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN HEW CABLE COMPANY 


20 

551 

26.250 

27.560 

300 

372 

1.240 

1.240 

9547 

35904 

3.780 

3.770 

1700 

5191 

3.030 

3.050 

450 

2318 

S.110 

5.150 

75 

773 

10.320 

10:300 

154 

516 

3.390 

3.380 

4936 

24366 

4.960 

4.930 

2000 

12000 

6.000 

6.000 

■ 450 

1174 

2.630 

2.610 

364 

1383 

3.800 

3.800 

450 

1431 

3.200 

3.180 

4650 

9533 

2.070 

2.050 

24180 

^93305 

8.000 

7. 9S0 

11800 

9141 

.760 

.780 

300 

1740 

5.800 

S.BOO 

196S0 

10073 

.520 

.510 

3000 

4170 

1.390 

1.390 

1674 

1969 

1.190 

1.180 

6900 

16287 

2.360 

2.350 

2183 

4895 

2.230 

2.230 

39250 

125600 

3.210 

3.200 

6300 

23574 

2.170 

2.160 

3750 

7177 

1.930 

1.910 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


144083 483441 INDEX NUMBER: 131.15 

CHANCE : -O.IO* 

302017 977145 INDEX NUMBER: 156.21 

CHANGE : -0.03J 


199335 

232720 



(villa for rent 

A1 Rabia area 
3 B.R> heated 
swimming pool.- 
Furnished or 
unfurnished. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
810609 - 810605 


A SECURE; 

Hotel 

Swelflyoli 



t.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


DOLLAR 


RENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
reb 693399 


All Suites Hotel 

FUAT .O. TEL 

!au» ifAs- AjSj 

863944- - 81 6690 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished J 

trand Unfurnished ccj 

o . ol 

u-Villas apartments “H 

land office Space a 

ec cd 

oTo Suit-all Budgets ol 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



STUDiOHAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
tOm 30% torpor 


• Frts mniorpm- 
20 x 30 cm 


FOR RENT 


I Deluxe Villas I 
SC Apartments | 
■ in Amman A 

IsANAAB^I 

REAL ESTATE 

T eL 864230 



RENTACAR 



ABDOUN 

81 9676 


SZECHWAN GARDENS. 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 




Take mwMy It Mvmtimtoto 

Stwt AMnb Stn* 

Urn UttwHwh Comma* Onftw 

TeU SS1174 

^•fictlaAtd Abwjfsui**, 
tffea a 


(IN SW) 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from; 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 pjri. 

* TeL- 861838 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 



Quality in Lamps, lighting 

and. electrical materials 

OSRAM 

Germany 

SCHWABE 

Germany 

WOFI 

Germany 

LEUCI 

Italy 

ERC 

Italy 

PUK 

Italy 

AND- OTHERS 



PH™ 


I9p1*KKI 





CROWN HOTEL 

* OLYMPIC SIZE V 
SWIMMING POOL 

* TENNIS COURT 
& SAUNA A JACUZZI 

TEL 758180 
SALES OFFICE 
605843^0157 
RADIO fi TV 
STATION HD. 


Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 




Sweifiyeh ^ 

iroanoibr Taste 

86 3 9-4-4- 


AUTHENTIC 
I ITALIAN RESTAURANT ] 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



UP TO 50% 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

Ext: Ranbow St. 

Tel: 657094* 
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Unique gold & gems jewelry. 








Sports 


JORDAN 


TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 10, 1&5 



Ozbek Djamoiine Abdonj aparo v (left) sprints his way down a stage id the Tour dc France (AFP photo) 


Indurain makes major move 


LlfeGE, Belgium (R) — 
Mighty Miguel Indurain, who 
struck' a major blow to his 
main Tour de France rivals 
with a powerful display in 
Saturday's seventh stage, said 
he was looking forward to the 
individual time trial which 
could see him stamp bis au- 
thority on the world's 
greatest cycle race. 

“It's a course tailored to 
my measurements and there 
will - be huge gaps/* warned 
Spaniard Indurain ahead of 
the 54-km race against the 
clock from Huy to Seraing in 
Belgium. 

Indurain has few rivals in 
an exercise he has used in the 
last four years to pave the 
way for as many tour victor- 
ies and the kind of form he 
showed on Saturday indi- 
cated he would be hard to 
beat. 

Second place in the stage 
behind new leader Johan 
Bmyneel of Belgium allowed 
Indurain to move eight places 
overall up to second and to 
gain 50 seconds or more on 
his most dangerous oppo- 
nents. 

Indurain broke away with 
Bruyneel after the last climb 
of the day's bumpy, 203-km 
ride from Charleroi and the 
two men left the Peloton 


helpless as they rushed to 
Liege, where Bruyneel pro-’ 
duced his effort in the last 
metres of the final straight to 
treat the home crowd with a 
stage win. 

“Tt was like being behind a 
motorcycle for 20 
kilometres," said an impress- 
ed Bruyneel. who took over 
the coveted yellow jersey 
from Dane Bjame Riis. “I 
couldn't move in front but 
anyway, if I had, it would 
have slowed us down." 

Tony Rominger of Switzer- 
land, widely regarded as the 
man most capable of depriv- 
ing Indurain of a fifth con- 
secutive triumph in Paris, 
said he had been surprised by 
the Spaniard's attack. 

“In the morning. I had 
seen him at the back of the 
Peloton and I thought he 
wasn't too well so I certainly 
didn’t expect him to do some- 
thing like that,’’ said the 
world hour record holder. "I 
would've done exactly the 
same if I'd had his legs but I 
didn't." 

Indurain not only silenced 
those who blame him for his 
lack of panache but he once 
again proved he was a fine 
tactician by attacking as soon 
as his rivals, too busy think- 
ing about intermediate 


sprints, forgot to keep an eye 
on him. 

“The first half of the stage, 
which was the easiest, was 
eventful because all the 
teams were fighting for in- 
termediate sprints and lost a 
lot of energy that way,” he 
said. 

“Then, in the second part, 
we (the Banesto Team) were 
able to control the race. Af- 
ter attacking. I looked behind 
me and I saw there was no- 
body there. So I thought it 
was a perfect opportunity to 
hurt the morale of my rivals." 

Many thought Indurain 
would stay comfortably with- 
in the pack until the time trial 
but by deciding to shine a day 
earlier, the Spaniard man- 
aged to score precious points 
even before demonstrating 


his prowess against the dock. 

He will set off from Huy 
with an advantage of 11 
seconds on Frenchman Lau- 
rent Jalabert. 33 on Swiss 
Alex Zuelle. 42 on Rominger 
and one minute 34 seconds 
on Russian Yevgeny Berzin. 

All these men have no 
other choice than to give 


their all if there do not want 
to see Indurain's hunt for a 
fifth title become merely a 
formality. But according to 
Bruyneel. there will find it 
hard to contest Indurain's 
supremacy. 

“I saw him- closely and I 
can tell you that he is very, 
very strong." he said. 


Points standings (green jersey) 


1. Laurent Jalabert (Fra) 

155 Pts 

2. DjamoOdin Abdqjaparov (Uzb) 

151 

3. Mario Qpofoni (Ita) 

108 

4. Erik Zabd (Ger) 

98 

5. Giovanni Lombardi (Ita) 

.94 

6. Jan Svorada (Svfc) 

80 

7. Frederic Moocasdn (Fra) 

74 

8. Bjarne Rita (Dm) 

71 

9. Miguel Indurain (Spa) 

68 

10. Brano Thibout (Fra) 

.68 


DYNAMIC FEMALE SECRETARY 


A Leading Trading Co. In Amman Is Seeking 
To Employ A Dynamic female Secretary 
With The Following Requirements 

* Very High Speed of Typing. 

* Good Command Of English 
& Arabic Language. 

*2-3 Year Experience In AH Office 
. Duties. 


Only Very Weil Qualified & Distinguished 
Applicants Are invited To Forward Their 
C.V. Personally After Calling Our Tel : 


Brazil continues winning 
streak in volleyball 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — Defend- 
ing champion Brazil overp- 
owered Spain 154, 15-5, 
15-1 Sunday, moving with- 
in one victory of reaching 
the quarterfinals of the 8th 
men's junior world vol- 
leyball championship. 

The Brazilians will enter 
the last eight if they beat - 
South Korea Monday in 
Group C. They beat Puerto 
Rico 15-2. 15-2, 15-8 on 
Saturday. 

In Group A, Finland and 
Poland both won their 
second match. Finland 
downed Malaysia 15-6. 15- 
4, 15-5 after beating China 
15-13. 15-13. 15-9 Satur- 
day. < oland beat China 15- 
10, 154, 15-7 Sunday after 
defeating Malaysia 15-10, 
15-3 15-0 Saturday. 

Monday’s Poland- 
Finland match will decide 
who will go to the quarter- 
finals. 

In Group B, 1993 
runners-up Italy was at 2-0 
after bedng Greece 10-15, 


15-11, 15-9, 15-12 Sunday. 
It won Saturday by default 
over Cuba, which did not 
turn up. 

Italy's last group match 
will be against Venezuela 
on Monday. 


Also at 2-0 were Russia 
and the Netherlands. The 
Russians beat India 15-11, 
11-15, 15-11, 15-9 Sunday 
after downing Algeria 15-8, 
15-8, 15-3 Saturday. The 
Dutch beat Algeria 15-13, 
15-2, 15-7 Sunday 



i » min LuLo LuijM 
MADABA MOSAIC SCHOOL 


ITALY JORDAN COCPE “ATOM PROJECT JiN* 


j rfcc M.sJ.iiM Mosaic School announces lhc acceptance of malc/female students applicants for 

:ho academic >c:r 1005 . 0 *, with these prerequisites : 


Students mus: iu’M a Jordanian citizenship 

Srndmfs must base successfully completed tenth yrade 

average no Ie*s than 75 "o 

<nj.icn;? acc must not exceed 1 8 vears 


in the academic % car I* 50 .' : ’ '\ith an 


: -Ml applicants who have the above requisites will be interviewed and fifteen students will be 

i _ -elccred for the next academic year bar-od on various guidelines. 

[ j -se M.vi.il'a Mosaic School is a public school which provides a three year training programme in the 
j field of ancient mosaic restoration and modem mosaic production. The school issues a tawjihi decree 
:i> trie area of mhsaic 

Fdr more information call MMS tel. : OS-540725 Applications can be obtained from the : 

- Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities (front desk) 

- Italian Embassy (Cultural Department) 

- Madaba Mosaic School 


: Applications deadline is July. 20 1*195. 




ABU SHEIKHA EXCHANGE C.O 


p Hob the pleasure to announce to you about ita competitive prices 
of Buying & Selling ALL KINDS OF Arabic & foreign currencies 
Working Hours ( 9:00 am - 8:00 pm ) contineously . 

* Adfirers : - Wopfi Tnl str. I Gardens ) ■ Abu Tflqa center f 
TELEFAX:- c 698128 ) Amman-- Jordan 


SENIOR STAFF REQUIRED 

"A leading group in educational and sdentffc business is seeking to' 
employ senior key members of staff. Dynamic and creative plus 
initiative and (eating persona* ties are ESSENTIAL 
English nariv© speakers and/or graduates are preferred. 
Experience in leaching, commercial correspondence, business 
management and computer operations is appropriate. 

Mastering English language is a must as all work is m English. 
Attractive salaries and worit conditions are excellent. 

Interested persons are welcome to send their resume (C.V. ) 

( which win be treated with high confidence and lop secrecy ) 
including full details of Qualifications, personal information, past 
and present posts. Tel. No. and expected salary to the following 
address: 

The General Manager 
Modem Educational and Scientific Group 
Jabal Amman 
P.O.Box 830529 

Amman * ■ 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


2nd Special Olympian missing Schumacher brands Hill a loser 

BONN (AFP) - 


NEW HAVEN (AFP) — a second participant 
in (he 1995 Special Olympics World has gone 
missing, and authorities said Saturday he may 
be seeking asylum in the United States. Juan 


pion Michael Schumacher bdjjra thjtBrit- 
bh Damon Hill ts suffering from a loser's 
syndrome.” according to a 


Carlos Baibuena, 20. of the Dominican Re- jfwwgsj* French GTand Prix 
public, disappeared from the Yale University beat Htll m |h ^ ^ rfam _ 

stadium early Friday and has not been seen and tea* hm w L t _ am ^ n tag: “For me, 
since then, said David Phelps, a spokesman piondnp, told I Weftam-wmn * , 

for Special Olymp-ics InWioSaj. "Wc hue « suftermg fr^isome son orders 
have reason to believe that this is an ^ 

immigration-related matter. He may be trying h « Wilfi ams Rena (Heinz Harald) 

to enter the country illegally or seek asylum,” rally fortunaie th Hakkinen nor (Jean) 
Phelps said without elaborating. Phelps said “ tas “S3 

the organisers of the games are concerned Ajes 1 are driving s more difficult for 

about the missing nuSTbut they did no. 1995 seasou leelttot 

believe he is in grave danger. Baibuena. who W j but HJU re- 

is a basketball player, was staying with his three worid con^JJ ^ for ^ 

colleagues at a college in a nearby suburb of mams m ^humacher ..' For ^ ^ 

New Haven. Meanwhile, divers had searched own figure Schumac nen-tton I feel 

the waters near Madison for a member of the mem, B t hc added that his 

Nepal football team at the Special Olympics rally ^^^ c ™ oul ? ut b ? C bS 5 d on the 
who is believed to have drowned in his first decision for 1996 _ W ffL r not the size of the 
experience in deep waters. Ramesh Mali, who quality of the car on o • Schumacher 
never teamed to swim, has been missing since contract. On a 

■ - - said a major German newspaper nao paw a 

large sum for the exclusive; rights to his 
marriage ceremony in September. “If a news- 
paper makes money out of my marriage, 
there’s no reason why I shouldn’t get some- 
thing too,” said the world champion, adding 
that the money earned would be donated to 
UNICEF and other charitable agencies. 


,unday newpaper 
who convincingly 


Thursday. The U.S. Coast Guard suspended 
its search for him Friday, presuming him 
dead. 

Coach Edmondo Fabbri dies 


Recalde wins home rally 


CASTEL SAN PIETRO. Italy (AP) — 

Edmondo Fabbri, who coached Italy's nation- 
al soccer team in one of its lowest moments, 
has died, family members said Saturday. He 

was 73. Fabbri died late Friday in a hospital A „ , . _ 

near Bologna. The hospital gave no cause of CORDOBA (R) 
death, but family members said that recently crushing victory Saturday in has 
Fabbri was unable ro walk without pain, round of the World Rally Championship, the 
Fabbri coached the national squad in the 1966 Rally of Argentina, driving aunaa. Easily 
World Cup in England, when Italy was ousted South America’s most successful rally dpYjjT* 
in the first round by a 1*0 toss to North Korea, the 44-year-old led from start to nmsn, 
Tlie defeat devastated soccer-mad Italians comfortably outpacing foe similar car of 
and Fabbri was soon dismissed. He coached in Uruguayan Gustavo Trelles. who was ham- 
foe Italian League until the mid-1970s then pered by a lack of power. It s good for 


held management posts on several teams. 

Fasang new mini-flyweight champ 

PATHUM THANI, Thailand (AFP) —Thai- 
land’s Fasang Por Pongsawang defeated 
World Boxing Fedration (WBF) mini- 


Argentina,” a relaxed Recalde said with a 
smile. However, bis second victory in his 
home rally will earn him no championship 
points, as this year's event countra only 
to warded the two litre World Rally cham- 
pionship. which excludes four-wheel drive 
cars scuh as his Lancia. As a result, maximum 


flyweight champion Ronnie Magramo of foe points went to Czech driver Pavel Sibera, who 
Philippines by a unanimous points decision in took his l500cc Skoda Felicia to a fine fourth 
this northern suburb of Bangkok on Saturday, place. 


Seles ready for return 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 
Looking tanned and relaxed, 
Monica Seles said Saturday 
she is ready to return to 
tournament tennis, regard- 
less of her ranking. 

Seles spent foe .day at the 
Special Olympics World 
Games, presenting medals, 
conducting clinics and gener- 
ally having a good time. And 
that, she said, is what her 
return after more than two 
years from the game is all 
about. 

It took time. Seles said, a 
lot of time, to get over foe 
emotional and physical 
trauma of being stabbed in 
the back during a changeover 
in a tournament at Hamburg, 
Germany on April 30, 1993. 
Perhaps foe defining moment 
came recently in a conversa- 
tion with her father. Karolj, 
who doubles as her coach. 
Seles said she had been drag- 
ging around at home, de- 
pressed and troubled. 

“He said, 'nothing in the 
world is worth it to me to see 
you this way.' I decided then 
it was time to move on and 
forget what happened,” Seles 
taxi. “You have to live Me. It's 
lime lo have fun and play 
great tennis. 

"I feel ready to play, physi- 
cally and emotionally." 

She will do it„at the start at 
least, without benefit of a 
ranking, even though she was 
No. 1 when she was attacked. 
The WTA tour considered 
the idea of awarding her a 
co-No. 1 ranking with long- 
time rival Steffi Graf, then 
withdrew the offer. Seles said 
it made no difference to her. 



Former world No. I Monica Seles bends low as she instructs 
special athlete Kim Mustano (right) during a dime at foe 
Special Olympics World Games In New Haven, Conn. (AFP 
photo) * ' 




iAre you seeking an acceptance to university ? 
Have you finished yourTawjihi or Baccalaureate 
programme? 

Have you prepared your G.C.E. , O Level or 
I.G.C.S.E. and intend to do A level ? 

Have you finished 12 years of education in an 
international school ? 


If your answer to any of the above questions is YES, 
WE CAN HELP YOU 

by joining the Foundation Year Programme which is a two- somestors 
course of comprehensive syllabuses designed and monitored by the 
British Universities . By passing the cou/se successfully , you will be 
guaranteed an acceptance to three years degree at a British university in 
the subject of your choice . 

ADVANTAGES 

1 . You do not need A Levels . 

2. You save money by studying this year in Amman among your 
family & friends . 

3. You will be prepared & oriented to the British Education 
System & way of life . 

4. Boarding facilities available for Arab and Foreign students . 

5. The Foundation Year is accredited by all British Universities . 


& 
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"I never asked for anv 
ranking.” she said/ •'It 
doesn’t matter. I'm going to 
play either way. "Fll lake 
wild cards (invitations to 
play). I just want to go back 
and have fun. If I'm good . I’ll 
be there." 

Seles said she did not 
watch Graf win her sixth 
Wimbledon championship 
earlier Saturday and that she 
had seen just bits and pieces 
of the tournament, busy with 
her own practice schedule. 

“After you play or prac- 
tice. you don’t want to see or 
speak tennis." she said. 

Seles is preparing for a July 
29 exhibition against Martina 
Navratilova at foe American 
resort of Altantic City south 
of New York City, happv that 
the match won’t carry with it 
the pressure of computer 
points. Next for her could be 
the U.S. Open at the end of 
August. 

“I plan to play the Open ” 
foe said. "I want to play [h e 

Open. I believe l can do it " 

Throughout her day at foe 

Special Olympics a 

quadrennial sports event for 

"* oul| y retarded 

atWetes, Seles seemed happy 
and comfortable. Security 
was thick throughout and 
media were required — bv 

ad“‘T„° PlC ' 3, ' 0r 8 a " 1 ^ 

said -- to present two forms 
o.ndcnt, (ration for admfe- 

Ar,s n i u ^ 

;x n 4 

■i l r* n i i,ppin! h S c 


the electricity," she said. 
After 10 or 15 minutes I was 
comfortable and back to my- 
self." 3 

She congratulated all foe 
winners, hugging one young 
man. 

en i°y them- 
selves, Seles said. “They 
love everything they do. Pro 
athletes can learn from' 
them. 

H dUring chc cI, nic. 
she talked to a number of 

2S£ CT5, one P 0 *^, she 
accompanied 5-year-old Kim 

Fjtepatne from the baseline 
to the net, encouraging her 
J^ery step of the wVmS 
foe youngest bit one over.. 

gl8 * led frequently. 
3E®? autographs for tfie 
•nos on shirts, caps, scraos of 

with ' r;, Tb^?l ng they rarTie “P 
with. They kept saying *wel- 

“ nie buck. Monica, it’s great 

mcam so 

We «> La^so* 

“2n g y hey - 

* he expects it 
h _ , t kc lime before she gets 
of *** Same. “I 
th*. " eed . tlme to get used to 

T CT a question 

It «»»'"* bade, she said. 

-ufdr; a Pe r erofwh “ it 

return Cd if , she thought her 
"WiJ; • ’ Sc,cs smiled, 
said. 


survive A J!i MO " iCa Sel ’« ™ 
^rromen'sten- 


. We’re both 
w,lh Mc h other.’ 


better off 
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Steffi Graf is protected by two policemen while after beating Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
fearing the Wimbl e don Championships hoars 4-6, 6-1, 7-5 (AFP photo) 

Graf promises Wimbledon return 


LONDON (R) — Steffi 
Graf sidestepped rumours 
she is contemplating retire- 
ment after the most ex- 
hausting Wimbledon final 
tussle of her career against 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
on Saturday. 

Graf, who came into the 
tournament nursing back 
and wrist injuries, admitted 
the two-hour struggle to 
secure her sixth Wimble- 
don singles title had left her 
close to collapse in the final 
set. 

But the 26-year-old Ger- 
man, choosing her words 
carefully, indicated she 
would, return to defend her 
title at the All England 
Club next June. 

“I do hope to be back 
next year. I really count on 
that/' she said, dismissing 
reports her back condition 
was threatening to curtail 
her career. 

Tm maybe cutting down 
a little bit on tournaments, 
but 1 hope (the back's) not 
going to be in my way. 

“It’s been very exhaust- 
ing the last few weeks and I 
intend to take some time 
off. Then I'm going to try 
and work more on my 
physical condition and 
build up to the U.S. 
Open.” 

Graf teased reporters af- 
ter her semifinal win over 
Jana Novotna on Thurs- 
day, saying she would be 
announcing; something sig- 
nificant in 20 days time. - 

She shed no further light, 
on the matter on Saturday, 
but knows it would be the 
ultimate irony if she de- 
cided to call a halt just as 
Monica Seles is poised to 
return to the tournament 
scene after an absence of 
more than two years. 

Since the infamous knife 
attack ih Hamburg in April 
1993, Graf has won six 
Grand Slam titles and now 
has a total of 17, one short 
of joining contemporary 
greats Martina Navratilova 
and Chris Evert on 18 ma- 
jor titles. 


The latest triumph, 
though, was only settled 
deep into the third set after 
Sanchez Vicario had served 
with the score at 5-5. 

Graf ultimately broke for 
6-5, but only after 20 mi- 


nutes of top-quality tennis 
which elevated the final to 
a position among the best 
“Never in my whole life 
have I played such a long 
game with so many high 
quality points,” said Graf. 


Steffi Graf profile 

Steffi Graf was a four-year-old when she first picked up a 
tennis racket. 

It was one of her father's and he sawed off part of the 
handle so that she could lift it. 

From that moment Graf has never looked back. 

She first bit major headlines in 1982, when, aged only 13, 
she won the German under-18 title and joined the 
professional ranks. 

Her love of grass court tennis was dear from the moment 
she stepped out on court at the All England Club for the 
first time in 1984, and as she charged through to the fourth 
round, many observers were already being impressed by 
her tactical brain and powerful forehand. 

Twelve months later she had broken into the top 10 and 
won eight titles — and in 1987 she dislodged Martina 
Navratilova from the top of the rankings. 

She also beat the Czech-born American in the French 
Open final that year to win her first Grand Slam title. 

The following year she made history with the first 
‘Golden* Grand Slam. She did this by adding the Olympic 
gold medal in Seoul to her victories at Melbourne, Paris, 
Wimbledon and Flushing Meadow. 

It was the first time a player had won all four major 
events since Australian Margaret Court in 1970. 

With age catching up with Navratilova and Chris Evert, 
Grafs dominance over the women’s game seemed com- 
plete, and she led the rankings for a record 186 weeks 
before she was deposed by Monica Seles. 

Suddenly, die challenge was on. 

Grafs only Grand Slam success in 1991 and 1992 came at 
Wimbledon. But inl993 she re-asserted her authority in the 
perfect manner, bouncing bade after losing to Seles in 
Australia to win the next three majors — although the 
absence of stab-victim Seles played its part. 

_ , w Qnly qnc Gffiud-Slam (Melbourne) came her way in 1994 

when Heinz iGuiidlttidt* replaced Pavel Slozfl -as her 
T* cOAch also crashed out Of Wimbledon in the first 

- ’round. " 

A chronic back injury meant she could not defend her 
Australian title at the start of this year but since returning 
to the tour in February, she has been unbeatable. She has 
now won 32 consecutive matches. 

Steffi Graf’s 17 Grand Slam victories: 


1987 French Open 

1988 Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, US Open 

1989 Australian Open, Wimbledon, US Open 

1990 Australian Open 

1991 Wimbledon 

1992 Wimbledon 

1993- Frakh Opes, Wimbledon, UJS. Open 

1994 An$tralian . 

1995 French Open, Wimbledon 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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PLAY THE ODDS 


Easi-West, vulnerable. “ South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 3 2 
‘ Void 

(110 8 53 2 • 
♦AKJ63 
WEST EAST 


4 10 7 4 64 

: A K Q984 37 10 7 S 2 
A K J ft 7 4 

*86 4 Q 7 4 

SOUTH 

4AKQJ985 
■ J 6 
6 


• 10 9 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

4 4 5 7* 5 4 Pass 

Pass ■ Pass 
Opening lead: King of 7' 

You don't need to know the exact 
percentages of one line over another 
to handle a hand well. However, a 
grasp of the fundamental probabili- 
ties is essential. 

Since the spades divide evenly. 
West's five-heart uverrall could 
have been doubled Tor a 500-point 
penalty. However, we heartily en- 
dorse North's decision to raise to 
five spades. 


Leading International Consulting Firm requires the following 
staff for overseas projects in Africa, Central America and 
Southern Asia:- 

1. Road Engineers 

2. Road/Design Engineers 

3. Bridge Engineers/Designers 

4. Hydraulics and Water Distribution Engineers 

5. Irrigation Engineers 

The applicants should have university degree and at least 10 years 
experience in related fields. Must also have working knowledge of 
English. 

Interested persons should send their C.V.s and one photograph 
to the following address: 


CINEMA TEL: 63414*3 

PHILADELPHIA 

•. Sharon Stone, 
William Baldwin 
& Tom Berenger 
in 

Sliver 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 


Wimbledon Championships 

Sampras makes it three times in 


LONDON (AFP) — Pete 
Sampras won the Wimbledon 
singles tide for the third con- 
secutive year here on Sunday 
when he recovered after 
dropping the first set to beat 
three-times champion Boris 
Becker 6-7 (5/7), 6-2, 6-4, 6-2 
in 2hrs 28 mins on a sun- 
baked centre-court. 

Sampras, the world 
number-two, is the firsr play- 
er since the legendary Bjorn 
Borg to win the crown three 
years running, and his victory 
comes just one month after 
his shock first-round elimina- 
tion from the French Open. 

' The 23-year-old American 
has now won six Grand Slam 
tides among his 34 tour suc- 
cesses. A pan from his three 
Wimbledon crowns he has 
also won the 1990 and 1993 
U.S. Opens and the 1994 
Australian Open. 

Sunday’s win ends a diffi- 
cult twelve months for Sam- 
pras in which he has foiled to 
retain his United States and 
Australian Open titles, lost 
his number-one world rank- 
ing to compatriot Andre 
Agassi, and undergone the 
trauma of seeing his coach 
Tim GuIIikson taken ill with a 
brain tumour. 

In Sunday's showdown 
Sampras served 23 aces to 16 
by Becker. The German also 
double-fouited 15 times. 


Wimbledon notebook 


A Steffi shares triumph with 
Egyptian fan: Steffi Graf 
celebrated her sixth Wimble- 
don triumph Saturday by run- 
ning over to a fan who has 
supported her on centre court 
for eight years. 

Graf shook his hand and 
the fan, an Egyptian who will 
only give his name as Ali. 
•stood up. kissed and hugged 
her. 

“J don’t know bis name.” 
Graf said after her three-set 
victory over Arantxa Sanchez 
Vkano. “He Just screams to 
me 4 come on Steffi. ’ But be 
never mentions his name. " 


“. He’s been with me at this 
tournament I think for eight 
or nine years and be always 
yells out in a strange accent 
of English, ” Graf said. 

“ You can always hear him 
out of the crowd. He’s been 
with me every year, semifin- 
als, finals. I don’t know how 
he makes it but he’s always 
been there.” 

1? Watch Sampras on TV? 
Noah way: When it comes to 
letting his 17-month-old son 
watch TV, Boris Becker ex- 
ercises his own form of cen- 
sorship. 

“ He’s actually allowed to 
watch only my tennis match- 
es," said the three-time 
Wimbledon champion, who 
faced Pete Sampras in the 
final. “ Otherwise he’s not 
allowed to watch TV at all,’’ 
Becker told the BBC.” And 
when Pete Sampras comes 
on, we mm it off.” 

Becker revealed that his 
son Noah already is showing 
an interest in the same. 

“ When I come home, he 
puts a tennis racket in his 
hands and wants to play me. 
I’m more a tennis player to 
him. apart from being a 
father. Hopefully be is aware 
that the tennis player is a 
father too. ” 

A Sorry Stan, no kids: 
There’s another shout of 
"out” at Wimbledon this 


J 


•*:v mrmi- 

•4 — - 


Pete Sampras 

year. 

Stan Smith, Brian Gott- 
fried, Gene Mayer. Sandy 
Mayer and Vijay Amritraj 
were among the fathers who 
entered the over -35s com- 
petitions and brought their 
kids along. 

But there are so many kids 
banging around that officials 
at the All England Club are 
throwing them out of the 
already crowded locker 
room. 

While most of the kids 
spent their days playing video 
games in the players’ lounge, 
Brian Gottfried's daughter, 
Kelly , and Stan Smith’s 
daughter, Logan, chose to 


spend some of their time 

horseback riding. 

A Screaming for kx scream: 
The hot, sunny days at 
Wimbledon meant that re- 
cords were broken in the 
food balk as well as on court. 

On Friday. Junc30, the 
hottest day of the 1995 cham- 
pionships when temperatures 
readhed (41.38 Celsius) on 
Centre Court, almost 21,000 
containers of ice cream were 
sold. That is the highest re- 
corded sales of ice cream ever 
at Wimbledon. 

The new offering of gin 
and tonic sorbet was also a hit 
— tennis fans consumed 
some 30.000 tubs of this 
frozen liquor dessert in the 
first five days of Wimbledon. 

Pimms, the alcoholic drink 
tong associated with this 
event, increased in sales dur- 
ing the first Hie days over last 
year. Over 40,000 half pints 
of Pimms were sold, almost 
10,000 half pints more than 
1994. 

The traditional strawber- 
ries and cream continued to 
fare well, with around two 
tonnes of the fruit sold on a 
daily basis. 

The British “ fish and 
chips" has been replaced as a 
favourite snack by pizza. 
Sales of Pizza slices were up 
almost 16 percent from 1994 
to 12,500, while fish and 


a row £ 

‘j 

mu 

chips fell by 11 per cent tcfcS 
just 9.000. 'i 
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A Finalists play longest 
women's game: Steffi Gra£ 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicar - £ 
io’s astonishing marathon 32^ 
point game during Saturday’s 
final is believed to be the 
longest game in women’s - 
singles at Wimbledon rinos^- 
women started playing there ' 
in 1884. /*: 

Experts said the previous ’ 
longest ran to 28 points in a ' 
1982 tie-break in a first roundel 
match between British patr^, 
Virginia Wade and Jo Durie. \ ■ 
Both Graf, who finally won / 
a scintillating match 4-6, 6-I L - - 
7-5, and her Spanish oppo- 
nent agreed it was the longest 
game they had ever played. 

“ft’s never happened to me 
in my career/’ the German, 
veteran of 751 singles match- 
es on the women’s circuit, 
said. 

"I was tired after that 
game. I was so tired,” she 
added. 

The game , with Sanchez - 
Vicario serving, was the 11th 
in the final set. It lasted 2CM 
minutes and included 13 
deuces. 

The Spaniard had eight 
game points and Graf six 
break points, the last of 
which she won to go 6-5 up in . 
the final set. : ' 1“ 


TWANG 

MUSIC 

CENTRE 


Closing Down Massive Sale 
EVERYTHING MUST GO 
Keyboards and Young Chang 
Pianos at Cost Price 
Starting Tuesday 11th Of July 
Third Circle , Jabal Amman . Tel 64420 1 


— NEW FURNISHED APARTMENT — 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

New flat, well-furnished, second floor, consisting 
of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting 
room, 2.5 bathrooms, heating system, telephone, 
lift- very nice location near Al-Raed Al Arabi 
School. 

Contact Tel : 828181, Ubaida 


FOR RENT 

New offices for rent in the best location in 
West Amman across the street from 
Babich Restaurant in Shmeisani area. 

Please call: Evening 821284, 
daytime 677053 


SMALL VILLA FOR RENT 

Two floors, three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
guest room, dining room, living room, garden and 
garage, located in Sweifieh - Amman 
For more information call Mr. Moayyed, 
Tel: 690015 


V»LLA n FOR- RENT "- 

American style, deluxe, 3 floors, 3 master 
bedrooms, sitting room, kitchen, basement, 3 
small gardens, parking. Location: Deir Ghbar, 
American Embassy Sir- 

Call: 823321, 812339, the owner 


VILLA FOR RENT <■; 

Luxury furnished villa and first-floor apartment 
with a separate entrance. Located in a quiet 
area on Al Hussein Medical Centre Road, with 
a large garden and a swimming pool. 

Tel: 841441, 864499 


West led the king of hearts, ruffed 
in dummy. Declarer I united no fur- 
ther than the club finease Tor the 
contract. The king of clubs was 
cashed, trumps were drawn and ihe 
ten of clubs was run to East's queen. 
The defenders then cashed a trick in 
each red suit— down one. 

The dub finesse was, at beat a 50 
percent chance. Since Weal was 
merited with long hearts and. there- 
fore, prohahly fewer dubs than 
East, chances of this line succeeding 
were even bleaker than the a priori 
odd s would suggest. 

Since declarer had no fast entry 
back to hand for another heart ruff. 


one possibility was to duck a dia- 
mond. However, whichever defend- 
er won the diamond would surely 
return a trump and declarer would- 
be back to relying on the dub 
finesse. 

The chances of dubs breaking 3-2 
are alightl y better than 2-to-I. That 
should be all anyone needs to know 
to select the superior line. After 
ruffing the heart at trick one, declar- 
er should simply lead a low club 
from tM table! The beat the defend- 
ers can do. as the cards lie. is cash a 
diamond. When declarer regain t the 
lead, trumps are drawn and 1 ! lxicks 
roll in. 




/ ChinaN 
/ Town \ 
/.The finest\ 

/ Chinese \ 
restaurant in town 

Enjoy authentic Chinese dishes in a 
typical oriental atmosphere, prepared 
by our newly arrived Chinese 
chef couple. 




DRIVER AVAILABLE 

Enthusiastic, English speaking, ready to work 
day or night. Experience in escorting tourists 
Trans Jordan, age 34, driving licence Class 4. 

Please call 824918 


FOR RENT 

1- 1st floor apartment of 220 sq.m. Consisting 
of spacious salon, dining room, 2 large 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, laundry room. 
Luxuriously furnished and completely 
equipped. 

2- Studio on the roof of the 1st floor, furnished 
and equipped, including telephone. 

Both in a single private 2 floor building, located 
in between the 5th and 4th Circles, Zahran 
Str„ Jabal Amman. 

If interested in any, please call 671509 



For reservations please call 696511 
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FORTE H 
GRAND Cfi foa 
-maaa— Town 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

PLJiZfi 

Bruce Willis ... in 

Colour Of 
Night 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 630, 8:30, 1030 

COfKORD 

CONCORD “1" 

Singer: Alaa" Zalzali, 
Miss Lebanon: 
Nicole Brodwill...in 

Mission Golden Bird 

SHOWS: 1230. 330,6:15, 830, 1030 

CONCORD “2” 

Mrs Doubt Fire 

• Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30, 5:30, 1 1 


MKMH THEATRE 

TEL:6 18274 - 618275 

from Tuesday July 11 the play 

Hi Citizen 

Sumaa' “ Musa Hijazin 
daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 
****************** 

play for the youth 

Between two sidewalks 
Daily at 5:00 p.m. 


mm fH Mashlnl Theatre 

TEL:675571 
Today and Eveiy Day 
Abu Al Khil and 
Najah...in 

KABARET 

The theatre closes on Monday 
»rformances start at 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hishara's Tel:625 1 55 

HHUffi THEATRE 

Shows will start July 3, 1995 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 
shows will feature the play 

Arab Summit and Peace 

and on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays 

Welcome Normalisation 

Show® start at 8.30 p.m. 

™ r reservation please can 
tel 625155 Anroan 
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mascus declaration slates 
vish settlements, backs Sy 


AMA (AFP) — Syria, 
and the six Arab Gulf 
tes on Sunday called for a 
t ace deal based on a total 
iraeli withdrawal from 
ra’s' Golan Heights and 
nounced Jewish settle- 
mts on Palestinian land, 

> The eight countries, which 
sjjgned the Damascus declara- 
tion aimed at boosting secur- 


during the 1967 Arab- Israeli 
war. 

The eight countries also 
denounced Israel's “confisca- 
tion of land and expansion of 
settlements'’ on Palestinian 
territory as well as attempts 
to “change the topography" 
of Jerusalem. 


ity and economic cooperation 
alter the 1991 Gulf war to 


alter the 1991 Gulf war to 
liberate Kuwait from Iraqi 
Occupation, “renewed their 
support for Syria's just de- 
mands." 

After a two-day meeting, 
they called for "a total with- 
drawal from the Golan 
beyond the June 4, 1967 
(armistice) line,” as deman- 
ded by Damascus. Israel 
Occupied the Golan Heights 


They renewed their call for 
a Middle East free of 
weapons of mass destruction 


and urged “Israel to join the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty." 


seized during the seven- 
month occupation. 

While expressing their 
“compassion for the suffering 
of die Iraqi people ,** these 
countries said “the Iraqi gov- 
ernment bore responsibility 
for the suffering." 

The eight said they were in 
“solidarity'' with the United 
Arab Emirates in its conflict 
with Iran over the sovereign- 
ty of three islands iii the Gulft 
Abu Musa, Greater and Les- 
ser Tunb- 


They also said Iraq “has 
not totally satisfied its obliga- 
tions" to the United Nations 
imposed after a U.S.-led mul- 
tinational coalition ejected 
Iraq from Kuwait. 


They referred to its "refusr- 
al to free Kuwaiti prisoners" 


They also called for a lift- 
ing of the aims embargo on 
Bosnia, where the Muslim- 
led government is figthing off 
Bosnian-Serb advances. . 

They said they were “con- 
cerned" about the situation 
in Somalia and in Afghanis- 
tan, uiging the factions in 


We’ve got 

North America covered. 



Husks go our afliancr with USAir, British Airways now fly to 


more dun 75 major ana in the United State*. Canada, and Mexico. 


With so many detona ti ons to choose fiom, and a choice of 


value-for-money, Concorde, Rnt Qas, Chib W»ki,orWbildTRueBer 


fares, you re guaranteed a service that wjfl suit you perlrcdy 


break nod way So youU be aUc to spend, spend, spend a bde 
dme m our duty-fee shopping mall, or relax in the oo mfatftfe 
surrounding* of oar luxurious Oasis lounge, ipeepfly tfcrfkmed-t* 
tttnid Tnveflers from the Middle Eat. So if yan’w flying » Nflrtr 
Ammo why not check out BritshAowap’ long fc* ofdtstsatiaai. 


What's more, because you fly via London, you get a welcome 


You'D And enough to flfl a ten gdlon hat. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 


TTieworidk f^oorite airlin e 


Egypt reports it blocked 


subversive material for Sudan 


both countries to reach an 
understanding. 

The eight urged the 
Chechens and Russians to 
“settle their differences 
through dialogue." 

They agreed to meet “be- 
fore September 1995" to 
finalise a document on rein- 
forcing their cooperation. 

The Damascus declaration 
was signed in March 1991 
calling for Egyptian and Sy- 
rian military aid to the Gulf 
states in return for $10 billion 
in economic assistance. 

The *ax Gulf states are 
Saudia Arabia, Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. 


CAIRO (AF) — Egypt said 
Sunday mat it bad foiled an 
attempt to smuggle bomb- 
making material through 
Cairo international airport to 
Egyptian extremists in 

Airport security officials 


also announced they had dis- 
covered undeclared (deootn- 


The declaration has yet to 
be implemented, although its 
signatories meet regularly to 
discuss Arab problems. | 


covered undeclared telecom- 
munications equipment in a 
Sudanese diplomat's ship- 
ment. 

At the same time, Egypt 
began enforcing new regula- 
tions by turning away eight 
Sudanese who arrived at 
Cairo international airport 
without visas. Until Sunday, 
Sudanese had been welcome 
without permits In Egypt. 

In Khartoum, Sudanese 
officials expressed regret 
over the visa situation but 


said they would not retaliate. 
‘'The Sudan's doors will 


remain open to all Arabs 
jgLiXhout conditions,** 
Sudanese government 
spokesman Abdul Basit Sab- 
darat said. 

The Sudanese Foreign 


Ministry, _ meanwhile, criti- 
cised what it termed “a series 
of escalations by the Egyp- 
tian regime against Sudani* 

It accused Egypt of violas 
ing aviation agreements by 
cutting Sudan Airways flights 
to Egypt to two per week, 
banning all Sudanese cargo 
flights and barring Sudan's 
national carrier from flying 
its traditional Cairo-Rome 
route. 

Egypt has long accused 
Sudan of harbouring extrem- 
ists who have waged a three- 
year insurgency to try to 
overthrow Egypt’s secular 
government and replace it 
with strict Islamic rule. 

But tensions have been ris- 
ing since gunmen on June 26 
attempted to kin Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak as 
he arrived in the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa to 
attend an African summit. 

Mr. Mubarak has accused 
the Islamic regime in Sudan 
of orchestrating the attack, 
and Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa has called for Sudan to 


be isolated until it abandons 


policies that threaten neigh- 
bouring countries. 

In the latest allegation 

• ' CiHfnri«n flfT- 


against Sudan, Egyptian air- 
port officials said they had 
stopped a shipment of bomb- 
maJang literature and equip- 
ment headed to Egyptian 
radicals in Sudan. The ship- 
ment also included fake 
Egyptian stamps and special 
ink used on official docu- 
ments, they said. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the shipment came from a 


foreign country they would 
not name. They refused to 
disclose other details. 


In a separate incident, air- 
port security forces confis- 
cated wireless telecom- 


munications equipment being 
brought into Egypt by a di- 

. p _ ; - A 


plomat assigned to the 
Sudanese embassy. 

The officials said a diplo- 
mat had informed Egyptian 
officials he was bringing a 
television, a radio and a 
video recorder. 


Mujahedeen 
say Iran 
launched ; 
attack on 
Iraq base 


By Safoda KHani 

Special to die Jordan Times 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iran's Revolutionary Guards 
fired rockets at a camp of an 
Iranian exile group in Iraq 
but caused no damage or 
casualties, the Mujahedeen- 
e-Khalq organisation said on 
Sunday. 

The Mujahedeen, which 
opposes the Tehran govern- 
ment. said Iranian guards had 
penetrated up to 90 
kilometres into Iraqi territory 
and attacked the group's 
main camp, AJ Ashraf, which 
is about 100 kilometres 
northwest of Baghdad. 


“This morning at 4:15 a.m. 
the mullah's regime carried 
out an abortive ground attack 
on Ashraf camp,” the group 
Said in a statement handed, to 
foreign reported J ii r B 
* This latest attack:' is likely 
to further strain relations be- 
tween Iraq and Iran who 
fought a ruinous war from 
1980-88. 


The official press on Sun- 
day carried a message from 
Iraq's Foreign Ministry to the 
United Nations accusing Iran 
of violating a U.N.-brokered 
ceasefire halting hostilities in 
1988. 

The message said Iranian 
helicopter gunships violated 
Iraqi airspSce and Tehran 
was fortifying border posi- 
tions within “the security 
zone*’ between the two coun- 
tries. 


AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) Sunday 
criticised what it described as 
the government's “con- 
tinuous undemocratic prac- 
tices" and vowed to take a 
strong action if such practices 
continue. 

Harazeh Mansour, the IAF 
spokesperson, told a press 
conference that- the govern- 
ment's “recent practices" 
against Islamist candidates 
and supporters m Tuesday’s 
municipal elections are -’un- 
democratic" and' said the 
' front would take -the 
“appropriate measures" in 
the future if such practices 
continue. * 

“Our supporters are re- 
ceiving threats and our candi- 
dates are . being harassed by 
poucedfeii, sfiaKE r. Mao-' 
Soar. “Our participation In 
die elections is going to be 
partial only to prove that we 
want to take part in the 
democratic process.” 

Mr. Mansour, a member of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, said policemen had 
broken up several meetings 
held by Islamist candidates 
and ordered the dispersal of 
their supporters from the 
meeting place. He cited an 
incident where he attended a 
campaign meeting of one of 
the front's candidates, 
Mohammad Banna. Police- 
men came in and ordered the 


crowd of 40 people to leave 
the house of Sheikh Fakhri 


Fakhri 


Issa where the meeting took 
place, he said. 

In another incident, Mr. 
Mansour said, he was addres- 
sing a crowd of 2,000 people 
in Zarqa, when the electricity 
went off and the meeting was 
forced to an end. 

Also addresesmg Sunday's 
press conference. Deputy 
Mohammad Owaida said: 
“All candidates are receiving 
people at their residences and 
launching electioneering 
campaigns before Tuesday." 

According to Dr. Owaida 
the IAF has sent several let- 
. ters to Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Minister of 
Municipalities and Rural 
Affairs and tiie. Environment 
Nader Thnheirat and Am- 
man Governor Talaat 
Nawayseh to protest against 
such p r acti c es. But-they were 
all “in vara/^be^said. 

people 

are also tnreatenmgdiopow- 
ners if titey hang* any posters 
or banners for Islamist candi- 
dates inside or . outside their 
shops," Mr. Owaida danra}: 
“These practices' are clear in 
Mafraq, Tafileh and Jerasht? 7 

Dr. Owaida safd that tbe^ 
front would take an “action” 
if these “malpractices laST 
harassment" of Islamists ccm^ 
turtle. 

He did not specify w&it 
land of action ;ww the front 
adopt. 

“We do not resort to^Vio- 
lence and tins is definitely not 
our style or means," be said. 
“But we are fed up with 
memos and letters." 


High number of blocs favours 
IAF in Irbid municipal election 


By Ram Hnssdnl 

Special to the Jordan Times 


IRBID — Seven blocs, in- 
cluding that formed by the 
Islamic Action Front 
(IAF). are vying for the 
58,000 votes in this con- 
servative city in the north in 
Tuesday's municipal polls. 

Observers believe that 
the Ishimte bloc’s chances 
for winning the elections in 
this (own of 745,774 inhabi- 
tants are enhanced by the 
high number of blocs that 
could. $pHt the. votes in 
favour dr the Islamists. 

But. fbc obsctvers warn, 
some or att tif the other 
blocs , _wbi<& ' represent 
some of tbeftongert tribes 
in Idridi j$ighi' pull out at 
the riglti:. moment to 
weaken the Islamists. 

For the fim time, muni- 
cipal elections all over the 
Kingdom are taking place 
on the satee r di|r following 
the enactment year of a 
new mup i d pafitto tew. - 

the govermhent Jan year 
dissol ved 4R: elected city 
councils, replying them by 
appointed temporary coun- 
cus ahead of me elections. 


mg fair and equal services 
for everyone. 

"We will work as one 
team all working for the 
benefit of people and coun- 
try,” Mr, Tal said. 

Naser Dalqamouni, pres- 
ident of A1 Amal bloc, said 


the elections were going to 
be a “democratic festival 


because people will get the 
chance to be part of it." 
“People ire looking for a . 


mayor who would work day 
and night in tenting Irbid, “ 
said Mr. Dalqamoum. a 
civil engineer. Irbid citizens 
lire also seeking good quali- 


ty in services in return to 
me tax they- pay, he Said. 


me tax they- pay, he Said. 
- Addressing the concerns 
.Of many people in Irbid that 
mccessfuT candidates tend 
to forget what they prom- 


ised people before elec- 
tions, Mr, Dalqamouni 

- <'-■» .)■ _ • 


Abdul RirtMf Tal, presi- 
dent of AT. Et&am Islamic 
fitec in IzbkU JaftThe sup- 
ports the amendments u a 
ne cessary tetpcricnct fluff 
should be ttictfcveijnrtiere. 

“The dettidPS will en- 
able voters td Shoulder 
more responsibilities when 
electing- their candidates 
and rises ttefr freedom Of 
choice when rvoting." he 
said. 


said: “Hopefully we will en-. 
sore they will not be dte- 
appointed with us." 

“We did not promise a 
lot but we will work to' 
accomp&h a lot, and the 
uttamate judge » the Irbid 
street,” be added. - 
■; Irbid dtizens also few 
thattribalism might domin- 
ate the elections: According 
to a SQ-year-oid accountant, 
tribalism and parties wjQ 
‘‘OTforttetatety" overpower 
aH other vdtrnsr 


Mr.Ti^aditearney, rid 
that bisbkw Witt focus on 


"The elections hi them- 
SeiYek reflect democracy. 
But in the. past tribalism 
dominated the elections," 
he told the Jordan Times, 
. He said - Irbid citizens 
were also “fed up”.\yith the 
promises candidates deliver 
before they are elected and 
what they actually do after 
they take their seats. - 


“People are not very en- 
thusiastic about the elec- 
tions because they haven't 
seem flu changes they were 
promised," be added point- 
ing to the lack of services 
that the municipality must 
provide. 

Mohammad Radaydeh. 
amcrchant, said that people 
in Irbid suffer from tribal- 
ism and nepotism. 

“We like to see every one 
; receiving the same kind of 
-services and not having 
people favoured over 
others because their rela- 
tives^ enjoy a municipal 
position,'' he said. 

Mohammad AJ Shari, a 
private doctor, said people 
were opting for a new 
Stream that will change the 
existing system. 

“Most people are fed op 
with the existing system and 
are hoping for something 
new that might change 
some of the existing criteria 
of tribalism and nepotism ” 
Dr. Share' told the Jordan 

Times. 

Other blocs include Al 
Bins' bloc headed by Taysir 
Khreis; Al Inqaz bloc 

tf adcd *y Mifleh 

Batayneh; Al Adalch bloc 
headed by Misleh Al Aza; 
Al Tawoun bloc headed by 
Husni Bam Kananeh and 
Al Wall bloc headed by 
Sami Ersheidat. 3 

JJ" a . re 333 candi. 
runrang for the 2,033 
u ,he 259 munidJ 
owmb I„ addition thjre 
are 963 for mayorship posi- 
tion, the Jordan 
Agency, Petra, reported 

Thc . rcport addcd 
that^ the total number of 

registered voters had 

reached 798.274 * d 
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Queen Vlctorfa: 
may have been 

illegitimate 


v8k£*** 


and 

(W 10 jfciifS. 


LONDON (AFP) — Queen 
Victoria who reigned from 
1837 to 1901 may h ave b een 
illegitimate and therefore not 
entitled to reign, accotifing to 
two British researchers who. 
have studied the sovereign's 

background an:d 
forebears. The Sunday Times 
reported. Malcolm and Wil- 
liam Potts, lecturers at Lan- 
caster University in England 
and Berkeley (California) say 
none of Victoria’s ancestors 
was affected by the 
haemophilia which she trans- 
mitted her children. The two, 
who studied the medical his- 
tories of eight generations of 
Victoria's ancestors con- 
cluded that unless there bad 
been a genetic mutation,, the. ^ 
chances of which they put at 
“one in 50,000", Victoria 
must have been the result of 



j B l £fflM’ or ‘ er . 


IAF accuses government 
of ^undemocratic’ actions 
ahead of municipal polls 


an extra-marital affair by her 
mother. “In the end, it’s a 
question we could not 
answer. But if I were in a 
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■II Jordan^ 
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court of law, I would say 
there's a reasonable chance '#■ 
Victoria was illegitimate. 
DNA testing is the solution,” 
Malcolm Ptts told - The Sun- 
day Times. The Potts 
brothers said the theory of an 
extra-marital affair was 
plausible because at the time 
the three sons of George TO 
who were all married were, 
vying with each other to pro- 
duce an heir. They said it was 
possible that Victoria's father 
the Duke of Kent, who was 
then over 50, may have en- 
couraged his wife to take a 
lover In order to increase her 
chances of becoming pre- 
gnant. 


Charles opposed 
ambassador role 
forDiana 


LONDON (AIT*) ^..Prince 
Charles “objected" to i plan 
two years ago to make his 
estranged wife Princess Di- 
ana an ambassadorial large. 
The Mail on ' SuiMtey-n ews- 

pape/ 
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